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SERMON I. 



A c T s. X. 4. 

7fjf prayers and thine alms are came up for a mi' 
mortal before Qod» 

THE High and Loffy One mtho inhabiteth eternity 
dmoelieth alfo tjuith him that is of humble and con^ 
trite heart. In the midft of his glory, the Almighty 
is not inattentive to the xneaneft of his fubjeds. Nei- 
ther obfcarity of flation, nor iaiperfedion of know- 
ledge, finks fhofe below his regard, who worfhip and 
obey him. Every prayer which they iend up from their 
fecret retirements, is Mened to by him ; and tvtry 
work of charity which they perform^ how unknown 
foever to the wqrld, attra^s his notice. The Text 
prefents a fingle inftance of this comfortable truth. 
In the city of Ccfarea, there dwelt a Roman ceqta* 
rion^ a military Ofhccr of inferior rank, a Gentile, 
neither by birth or religion entitled to the privileges 
of the Jewifh nation. But he was a <]evout and a 
benevolent man ; whp, according to his meafure of 
religious knowledge, ftudicd to perform his duty, 
prayed to Godal-ways, and ga*vt much alms to the people* 
Such a cbaradler palTed not anobferved by God. ^^ 
highly was it honoured, ihat to this good centurion 
an Angel was fent fror.i heaven, in order to direft 
htm to the means of full inllrudion in the truth* 
The Angel accofts him with this fal^tation, Gbrt^e'li' 
Vol, I. x' B ''' 



2 On tbi UttUn •/ 

us. Thy prayers and- 1 bine alms are c^me up fit a mt^ 
mortal he/ore God. 

It is to theconjanftion o f pray trs and alms thsLt I 
putpofe now to direfl your thoughts, as defcribing 
the refpedable aod amiable charadler of a msLn, as 
forming the honour and the bleiTednefs of a true 
*Chriftian ; piety joined with charity, faith with good 
works, devotion with morality* Thcfe are things 
which God hath connedled, and which it is impious 
in n^n to feparate. It is only when they remain 
united, that they can come up as a grateful memorial 
before God, I (haM Hrft endeavour to fhew you, that 
alms without pr^^yers, or prayers without alms, mo- - 
rality without devotion, or devotion without morality, 
are extremely defedUve ; and then ihal^ point oat the 
happy effieds of their mutual union. 

Let us begin with coniidering the cafe of alms 
without prayers : that is of good works without piety 
or a proper fenfe of God and religion. Examples of 
this are not uncommon in the world. With many^ 
Virtue is, or at lea ft is pretended to be, a refpe^able 
-and an honoured name, while piety founds meanly in 
their ears. They are men of the world, and they 
claim to be men of honour. They reft upon their 
homanityi their prpbity, and their truth. They ar- 
rogate to themfeives all the manty and a£Uve virtues. 
But devout afFedlions, and religious duties, they 
treat with contempt, as founded on fliadowy fpecu- 
latioris, and fit to employ the attention only of weak 
and fuperftitious minds* Now, in oppofitipn to fuch 
perfons, I contend, ThaVthis negled of piety argues 
depravity of heart ; and fhat it infers an irregular 
difcharge of the duties of molality. ' - 

First, it argues internal tlepravity ; for it dif- 
covers a cold and a hard heart. N^f there be any im- 

prcflioQ 
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l^refliOD which man is formed by natare to receire, 
it if a (enfe of religion. At foon as his mind opens 
to obfervatioii and refleAion, he difcerns innamerable 
marks of his dependent ft ate. He finds himicif 
placed, by fome foperior power, in a vaft world* 
where the -wifdom aiid goddnefs of the Creator are 
confpicQOus on every Mt, The magnificence, the 
beaaty and order of nature, excite him to admire and 
adore. V^ hen be looks up to that omnipotent hand 
which operates throughout the antverle, be is imprcf- 
Ud with reverence. When he receives bleffings which 
he cannot avoid afcribing to divine goodness, he is 
prompted to gratitude. The expreffions of thofe «f« 
fedions under the various forms of religious wor(hip, 
are no other than native eftufions of the human heart* 
Ignorance may miQead, and fuperftition may corrupt 
them; but their origin is derived from featimeats 
that are efTential to man. 

Call your eyes over the whole earth. • Explore the 
moil remote quarters of the eaft or the weft. Yoa 
may difcover tribes of men, without policy, or laws, 
or cities, or any of the arts of life : Bu^ nowhere 
will you find thorn without fome form of religion. In 
t^tty region you behold the prcftrate worihipper, 
the teinple, the a]tar, and the ofteriug. Wherever 
men have exifted, thep have been feniible that fome 
. e:knowleSgement was due, on their part, to the 
Sovereign of the world. If in their rudeft and moft 
ignorant ftate« this obligation has been felt, whatad« 
ditioi\al force muft it acquire by the improvements oi 
human knowledge, but efpecially by the great dif- 
covertes of the Chriftian revelation ? Whatever, either 
from reverence or fiom gratitude, can excite men to 
the worihip of God, is by this revelation placed, in 
fuch a light, as one fiiould think were fuiEcicnt to 
B £ ove- 
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over^awe the ihoft thoughtlefs, and to melt the moft 
obdurate mind, 

Caift thou, then, pretend to be a man of reafon, 
nay, a man of virtue, and yet continue regardlefs of, 
one of the'firft and chief dilates of human nature f 
Where is thy fenfibility to what is right and ^t, if 
that loud voice which calls all nations throughout the 
earth to rt]i<nous homage, has never been heard by 
thee ? Or, if it has been heard, by what ftrangc and 
falfe refinements haft thou ftifled thofe natural 
fentiments which it tends to awaken ? Calling thyfelf 
a fon, a citizen, a friend; claiming to be faithful 
and affectionate in thefe relations ; haft thou no fcnfc 
of what thou oweft to thy firft Parent, thy higheft 
Sovereign, thy greateft BenefaAor ? Can it be con- 
fiftent with true virtue or honour, to value thyfelf 
upon thy regard* to inferior obligations, and yet to 
violate that which is the moft facred and the moft 
ancient of ail ? When fimple inftin£l teaches the 
Tartar and the Indian, together with his ^Ims and, 
good works to join his prayers to that power whom 
he confiders as the fource of good, fhall it be no re- 
proach, in the moft enlightened ftate of human na- 
ture, and under th^ pureft difpenfation* of religion, 
to have extinguifhed the fenfe of gratitude to Heaven, 
and to flight all acknowledgement of the great and 
th^ true God? What does fuch condufl imply, but 
either an entire want» or a wilful fupprefSoo, of feme 
of the befl and moft genrrous affedions belonging to 
human nature r— Surely there muft be an e/Tential 
defeft in that heart vvhi:h remains cold and infcnfihlc, 
where it ought to be afFedled moft warmly. Surely, 
fuch a degree of depravity muft be lodged there, as 
is fufKcient to taint all the other fprings of pretended 
virtue. ' 

But 
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But befides this^ I maft cootend^ io the fccond 
place. That where religion is negledled, there can be 
no regular nor fleady practice of the duties of mo* 
rality. The charaAer will be often iocoofifteDt ; and 
Virtae placed on a ba£s too narrow to fupport it» will 
he always loo^ and tottering. For fuch is the pro- 
penfity of oor nature to vice, fo numerous are the 
temptations to a relaxed and immoral condutSt, l^ac 
ftronger reilraints. than thofe of diere reafon, arc ne- 
ccflary to be impofed on man. The fenfc of rignc 
and wrong, the principle of honour, or the induct 
of benevolence, are barriers tod feeble to wiihftand 
the iirength of paiBon/ In the tranquil feafons of 
life, thefe natural principles may, perhaps, carry on 
the ordinary coarfe of ibcial duties with fome regu- 
larity. But wait Until fome trying emergence come. 
Let the conflia of paffions arife. Let the heart be 
either wounded by fore diflrefs^ t)r agitated by vio- 
lent emotions ; and you fhall prefently fee, that virtue 
without religion is inadequate to the government of 
- life. It is deifitute of its proper guard, of its firmejt 
fopport, of its chief encouragement. It will fink under 
the weight of misfortune ; or will yield to the folici- 
tation of guilt. 

The great motives that produce conftancy and 
firmnefs of a^ion, muft be of a palpable and (Iriking 
kind. A divine Legiflator, uttering his voice from 
heaven ; an omnifcient Witnefs, beholding us in all 
our retreats; an almighty Governour, flretching 
forth his arm to p^nifh or reward, difclofing the fe- 
crets of the inviiible world, informing us of perpetual 
reft prepared hereafter for the righteous, and of />- 
dignation andnjoratb awaiting the wicked : Thefe are 
the confidcrations which over-awe the world, which 
fupport integrity and check guilt. They add to virtue 
B3 
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\\iiX folemnity which (hould ever charaderife it. T<^ 
the admonitions of confcience they give^the authority 
of a law. Co-operating with all the good difpofitiona 
€f a ptous man, they flrengthen and infore their in- 
fluence. On his alms yov can have no certain depend- 
ance, who thinks not of God, nor has joined prayer 
to his charitable deeds. Bat when humanity is fe- 
conded by piety, the fpring from which it flows is 
rendered of courfe more regubr and conilant. — la 
fiiort, withdraw religion, and yow fhake all the pillars 
of morality. In tvtrj heart you waken the influence 
of virtue: and among tl>e multitude, the bulk of 
mankind, you overthrow its power. 

Having thus (hewn that morality without devo<» 
tioB is both defedive and unliable, I proceed to con* 
fider the other extreme, of prayers without alms, dc». 
votion without morality. 

In every age thepradice has prevailed, of fubditut- 
ing certain appearances of piety in the place of the 
great duties of humanity and mercy. Too many 
there have always been, who flateer thenvfelves with 
the hope of obtaining the friendfhip of their Creator^ 
though they negledtodo juilice to their fellow-crea- 
tures. But fuch perfons may be afiiired, that their 
fnppofed piety is altogether of a fpuxiom kind. It is 
an invention of their own, unknown to reafon, un* 
known in the word of God. In fcripture we are ever 
directed to try our faith by our works, our love of 
God by our love of men. We are diredled to con- 
fider piety as a principle which regenerates the heart» 
and forms it to goodnefs. We are taaght that in vaia 
we addrefs any ads of homage to Chrift, unlefs we 
do the things nvhich he faith \ and' that love, peace ^ 
geutlene/s, goodnefs, meeknefs and temperanee are not 
only the injunctions of his law, but the native /f«//i 
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tfhis/pirii. If, therefore, while piety feems trdenr, 
morality (hall decline^ you have fall reaibn to belierc 
that ioto that piety fome corrupting ingredieott have 
entered. And if ever yoor regard to morality (hall 
totally fail ; if, while yoa make many prayers, yon 
give no alms ; if, while yon appear to be zealous for 
God, you arc falfc or onjuft to men ; if you are hard 
or contracted in heart, fcvere in yoor cenfures, and 
opprefiive in your conduft; then, conclude with cer- 
tainty, that what you had termed piety was 00 more 
than an empty name. For as Toon, according to the 
fcripture (irailitude, will hitter ^waters floio from a 
J^ttt fountain, as fuch effedls be produced by genuine 
piety. 

What you have called by that name, refolves itielf 
into one or other of three things. Either it is awi 
hypocritical form of godlinefs*' afiumed in order to 
impofe on the world ; or, which is the mod favoar- 
able fnppofiuon, it is a tranfient impreflion of feriouf- 
ncfs, an accidental melting of the heart, which paffis 
o^waj Hie tbt morning cloud and the earij dew ; or, 
which I am afraid is too often the cafe, it is the de- 
liberate refuge of a deluded and fuperftitious, but 
&t the fame time sl corrupted mind. For all men, 
even the mod depraved, are fubjedt more or lef$, to 
compundions of confcience. -It has i^ever been in 
their power to withdraw totally beyond the reach of 
that warning voice, which tells them that fomething 
>s neceflTary to be done in order to make their peace 
with the Ruler of the world. But, backward at the 
fftme time to reiign the gains of diihonefty, or the 
plcafures of vice; averfe from fubmiffion to that fst* 
crcd law which enjoins righteoufnefs in its whole ex- 
tent, they have often attempted to make a fort of 
compofition with Heaven ; a coropoiition, which, 
B 4 ^^'^""'^ 
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though they dare not avow it in words, Jurks in fecret 
at the bottom of many a heart. If God will only 
difpenfe with fome articles of obedience, they will 
repay him with abundant bcmage. H they fail in good 
pradice, thev will ftudy to be found in belief; and 
by the number of their prayers, will atone, in fome 
mcafure, for their deF.ciency in charitable deeds. 

But the altempt is as vain, as it is impious. From 
the fimplefl and plaineft principles of reafon it mud 
appear, that religious worfhip, dibjcined from juftice 
and virtue, can upon no accoun^ whatever find ac- 
ceptance with the Supreme Being. To 'what pur p oft 
is the wihhuJt of your- facri fees unto me ? faith tbi 
Loj'd. Bring no more 'vain ohiaiions, Incenfe is at$ 
abominafion unto me. The nenv mooni andfahbatht^ the 
ealling of af.emblieSt I cannot a^waj *witb ; it is iniquity 
eyen tbefolemn meetings^r^Qt^dt^ foolifli and impioia 
if)^n f Ceafe to conitder the Almighty as a weajc or 
vain^glorious being, who n to be appeafcd by thy 
devoot prodrations, and thy humble words; or to 
be gratified l^y the parade and odentatioo of external 
worlhip. What is all thy worlhip to hii^i ? Si'ill he 
tattheflejf^oftbyfacrifcesp or drink the blood of offered 
goats ? VVas worfhip required of thee, doft thou think, 
upon his account, that thou mightefl bring any ia- 
creafe to his glory and felicity by thy weak and in- 
fignificant prarfes f Sooner mighteil thpu increafe the 
iplendour of the fun by a lighted taper, or add to the 
thunder by thy voice. No : It is for the fake of man, 
not of God, that worfhip and prayers are required; 
not that God may be rendered more glorious, but 
that mari may be made better ; that he may be con- 
firmed in a proper fenfe of his dependant flate, and 
acquire thofe pious ai(d virtuous difpofitions in whii:h 
his higheil improvement confilis. 

Of 



Piity and MQralUjm 9 

Of all tke principles in religion, one ihould take 
tMs to be the xnoft evident ; and yet frequent kdmf^ 
nitions are oeeded, to renew the inipreflioa of it upon 
mankind. For what purpofe did thy Creator place 
thee io this world* in the midil of haroan fociecy, 
bat that as a* man among men thoa mightell culti- 
vate humanity, that each in his place might contrU 
b4ite to the general welfare ; that as a fpoufe, a bro- 
ther, a fpn, or a friend, thou mighteil a6t thy pare 
with an opright and a tender heart ; and thus afpire 
to referable Him who ever confults the good of his 
creatures, and whoCc tender merciis are o'uer all bis 
works? And darefl thou, who has been facrificiog 
unfufpkious ilinocence to thy loo fe plea fur es ; thou, 
wh(» Jiall been difturbing the rtpofe of fociety by 
thine ambition or crait ; thou, who, to iacreafe th/ 
treafares^ haft been making the widow and the or- 
p}ian weep ; dareft thou approach God with tJiy wor- 
ihip and th/ prayers, and entertain the hope that he 
will look down upon tbe^ in peace ? Will the God of 
order and julUce accept fuch poor compenfation for 
his violated laws ? Will the God of love regard the 
fervices of one who is an enemy to bis^creatures ? 
Shall a corrupter of the fociety of men afpire to the 
habitations of pure and blefled fpirits ?•— Believe it. 
He thatfattbbe U'vetb God, mufi Uiie bis brother alfo. 
Cea/e to do evii-^ learn io do twelL Siek judgment, re- 
lievi the oppreffed^ judge tbe'fatherlefs, plead for the 
nffidotui And then, Dranv nigh to God, and he nxill 
draijo nigh to tbee\ call ttpon him in the day of trouble, 
and be twill anfwer thee. Thy phiyers and thine 
alms ihall then afcend, in joint memorial, before the 
K^oftHigh.' 

I HAVE now (hewn the evil of maiming and fpHt- 
ting religion : of dividing afunder two thing?, which 
B 5 ^^<=^"S 
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though in the6ry they may be feparated^ yet in prac*- 
tice muft always co-exift« if either of them be real. 
Devotion to God and Charity to Men. Let tts con- 
£der next the happy effe£b of their anion. 

Their union foh^s the confident, the graceful^ the 
refpeflable character of the real Chriftian, the maa 
of true worth. If you leave either of them out of 
your fyftem, even though you excel in the other, yoa . 
can ftand trial only in one point of view. It is only 
on one fide your character is fair ; on the other, it 
'will always, be open to much reproach^ And as yoa* 
diflionour yourfelves, io you do great injuftice to re- 
ligion. For, by dividing its parts from one another^- 
you never fail to expofe it to the cenfore of the world v 
And perhaps, by this fort of partial and divided good- 
nefs> religion has fuifered more in the efteem of man- 
kind, than> by open profligacy. The unbeliever will 
fcofl^ at your piety, when he fees you negligent of 
moral duties. The bigot will decry all morality «. 
when he fees you pretending to be a follower of vir- 
tue, though you be a defpifer of God. Whereas hei 
who fears God, and is at the fame time jufl and be^ 
neficent to men, exhibits religion to the world with* 
full propriety. It^ihines in his condud with its na^ 
tive fplendour ; and its rays throw a glory reund him. 
His character is above, reproach. It is at once ami^ 
able and venerable. Malice itfelf is afraid to attack 
him ; and even the worft men refpedl and honour 
him in their hearts. 

This too is the man whofe life will be moft peace* 
ful and happy. He who fails materially cither in 
piety or in virtue, is always obnoxious to the anguifll 
of remorfe. His partial goodnefs may flatter him in 
the day of fuperficial bbfcrvation ; but when foli- 
*.,j- «.. ^iftrcfc awakens the powers of reflection, he 

fliall 
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AsJl be made to fee1> that one part of duty perform- 
edj atonea not for another which is negleAed. In 
chemidft of his prayers, the remembrance of injuf- 
lict will upbraid him with hypocrify ; and in the dif* 
tribution of his alms;' thr prayers which the poor 
pot op for hhD> will make him bla(h for his neglefk 
of God. Cpnfcience will fupply the pJace oF the 
hand coming forth to write over againft him on the 
wall, TBcu ari naugbed in the balance, and art /fund 
'warning. Whereas he who boids botb fa'ttb and a 
good con/ciince^ who attends equally to the difcharge 
of his duty towards God and towards Man^ enjoys^ 
as far as human imperfeflion allows, the fenfe of 
fairnefs and confiftency in conduA, of integrity and 
found nef» of heart. 

The man of mere morality, is a (Iranger to all the 
delicate and' refined pleafnres of devotion. la workr 
of beneficence and mercy, he may enjoy fatisfadion ; 
buthisfatisfadion is deftitute of that glow of affec* 
tion, which enlivens the feelings of one who lifts his 
heart at the famejtime to the Father of the oniverfe, 
and coQfiders himfelf as imitating God. The man 
again who refls foiely on devotion, if that devotion 
open not his Heart to humanity, not only remains a 
ftranger to the pleafnres of beneficence, bat moil 
often undergo the pain ariiing from bad paffions. 
Bat when beneficence and devotion are ooited, they 
poor npon the mao in whom they meet the full plea- 
Aires of a good and a pure heart. His alms con- 
nedled him with men ; his praye is with God. He 
looks without difmay on both worlds. Ail nature has 
to him a benign afped. If engaged in adive life, , 
he is the friend af meo ; and he is happy in the ex< 
crtions of that friendihip. Tf left in retirement, he 
walks among the^ works of nature^ at with God- 
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Every objea is enlivened to him by ihc fenfe of the 
Di^ne prefence. Evfery where he traces the bene- 
ficent hand of the Author of nature ; and every 
where', with glowing heart, he hears and anfwers hi? 
fecret voice. When he looks up to heaven, he re- 
joices in the thought that there dwells that God whoia 
he ferves and honours ; that Saviour ia whom he 
trulls ; that Spirit of grace from whofe infpiration 
his piety and his charityflow. When he looks around 
' him ou ihe world, he is foothcd with the pleafing re- 
membraricc of good offices which he has done or at 
leafl has ftudied to do, to many who dwell there. — - 
How comfortable the reflexion, that him no poor 
man can upbraid for having withheld his due ; him 
no unfortunate man can reproach for havingfeen and 
defpifed his forrows : but that on his head ^e de- 
fcending the prayers of the needy and the aged ; and 
that the hands of thofe whom his proteftion has fup- 
ported, or his bounty has h^, are lifted up in fecret 
to blefs him ! 

Life paffed under the influence of fuch difpofitl- ^ 
ons, naturally leads to a happy end. It is not enough 
to fay, that faith and piety, joined with adive vir- 
tue, cooftitute the requifite preparation for heaven. 
They in truth begin the enjoyment of heaven. In ' 
every ftateof our exiftence, they form the chief in- 
gredients of felicity. Hence the.y ^re the great marks 
of ChriHian regeneration. They arc the (igoature 
of that Holy Spirit, by which, good men are faid ta 
he feaied unto the day of redemption,' — The text affords 
a llriking proof of the eftimation in which they are 
held by God, Amidft thai infinite variety of human 
events which pafs under his eye, the prayers and the 
alms of Cornelius attradled his particular notice. 
He remarked the amiable difpofiuons<wliich rofe ia 

the 
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tlie beart of this good man. Bttt he Taw that they 
were yet imperfeft, while he remained unenlightened 
by the principles of the Chriftiaa religion. In order 
to remove this obftruftion to his rifing graces^ and to 
bring him to the full knowledge of that God whom 
he foaght to honoor, he was, favoured with a fuper* 
natoral mefiage from heaven. While the princes of 
the earth were left to ad by the couafels of their own 
wifdom; while, without interpofition from above. 
Generals conquered or fell». according to the vicifli- 
tude of humafi things ; to this good centnrion an An* 
gel was commiffioned from the throne of God* 

What can I fa/ more or higher in praife of this 
hleiTed charader, than that it is what God delights 
to honour ? Men fingle out as the objcds of diflinc- 
'lon, the great, the brave, or the renowned. But he, 
'^^o fteth not as man/eetb, pafling by thofe qualities 
which often ihine with falfe fplendour to huaoan ob* 
fervaticn, locks to the inward principles of adion ; 
to ihofe principles which form the effence of a worth/ 
charader; and which,- if called forth, would give 
birth to whatever i^Iaudable or excellent in condudt. 
"-Is there one, though in humble ftationor obfcore 
l^e, who/eareib GoJ and^uLorketb right eoujhe/s ; whofe 
prayers and alms, proceeding in regular unafFedled 
tencur, b,.^eak the upright, the tender, the devout 
heart?— i^^ic alms and prayers come up in memo- 
rial before that God who u-no re/pe^er 0/ per/ons. 
'^he Almighty beholds him from his throne 'with 
complacency. Divine illumination is ready to in- 
^ru^ him. Angels minlfter to him. They now mark 
him out on earth as their future afTociate ; and for 
him they make ready in paradife, the 'wbiti roies, 
fbe pa}ms» and tbe/ceptres of the juftr 
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*Tq this honour^ to this bleiTednefs, let our heartl^ 
continually afpire ; and throughout the whole of life; 
let thofe folexnn and facred words, with which I con- 
clude, found in our ears,, and be the great diredory 
ofour condud: He bath Jheiued thtty O man^ *wbat 
is good ; and what doth the Lord thy God require of\ 
thee, but'^to do jt*ftly» and lo^ve mercy-^and to ivalA. 
humbly with thy God B 
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Psalm xxvii. f, 

/» the time of trouble, hejhall bide me in bif pavilion'y- 
. in thefecret of bis tabernacle Jhall be bide me; hw 
Jhallfet me upon a rocL 

THE life of man has always bcen^a very mixed 
flate, full of uncertainty and vicimtude, of 
anxieties and fears. Fn dvery religious audience, there 
are many who faM under the denoratnation of the un^ 
fortunate ; and the reft are ignorant how foon they 
may be called to join them. For the-profperity ©f no 
. man on earth is ftable and aflured. Dark clouds may 
fbon gather ever the heads of ttiofe whofe iky is now 
mod bright. In the midilrof the deceitful calm which ' 
they enjoy, the ftorm that is to overwhelm them has 
perhaps already begun to ferment. If a man li^g 
manyyearsy and rejoice in them all ; yet let him remem*- 
itr the days ofdarknefs, for they frail be many. 

Henc^ 
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Hence, to a tbooghtfol iniod» bo ftady can appear 
JDOre important, than how to be fuitably prepared for 
the misfortunes of life ; (b as to contemplate them in 
^Toi^^cdi without dismay, and, if they rnoft befal, to 
hear them without dejedion. Thronghoot every age^ 
the wifdom of the wife, the treafures of the rich, and 
the power of the mighty, have been employed, either 
'in guarding their date againft the approach of diflreff, 
or in rendering themfelvet left vninerable by its at- 
tacks* Power has endeavoared to remove adverfity to 
a diftance. Philoibphy has fiudied, when it drew 
nigh, to conquer it by patience; and Wealth has 
ioQght cot twtrf pleafure that can -compenfate or al- 
leviate pain. 

While the Wifdom of the world is thus occupied, 
religion has been no lefs attentive to the fame im- 
portant objed. It informs us in the Text, ofapavs* 
Uen which God ere& to (helter his fervants in timitf 
trouble t of z. ficrtt plaa in bis tabernacle into which 
he brings them, of a rotk on njobick be fits them up ? 
andelfewhere he' tells as, t^ z Jhield and a buckler , 
which he fpreads before them, to co*ver them from the 
terraur by night, and the arronv that fiietB by day.^ 
Now of what nature are thofe-inflruments of defence, 
which God is repreftnted as providing with fo folicit- 
eus care to thofe who fear him ? Has he reared up 
any bulwarks, impregnable by misfortune, in order 
to feparate the pious and virtuous from the red of 
mankind A and to kreen them from the common di- 
failers of life } No : To thofe difaflers we behold 
them liable no leis thaa others. The defence, which 
religion provides, is altogether of an internal kind. 
It is the heart, not the outward flate, which it pro- 
ftffes to guard. When the time of trouble coxtit^^ as 
aome it muH to all, it glaces good men under the pa^ 
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ntilUn of the Almighty, by affording them that fcco- 
rity and peace which arifc from the bfelicf of divine 
proteaion'. It brings them into the furtt if bis ta* 
SerHacU, by opening to them foufces of confolation 
which arc hidden from others. By that ftrength of 
mind with which it endows them, i//e/s tbtm up upon 
a rock, againll which the tempeH may violently beat^ 
but which it cannot Ihake. . 

How far the comforts proceeding from religioa 
merit thofe high titles under which they are here figu- 
ratively defcribed, I flxall in this difcoarfe e.ndeavour 
to (how. I fhall for this end compare together the 
fituation of bad men and that of the good, when 
both are fufFering the misfortunes of life; and thea 
make fuch improvement as the fabjetfl will aatarally 
fugged. 

I. RELiGioN^prepares the mind for encountering^ 
with fortitade, the moA fevere (hocks of adverfity ; 
whereas vice, by its natural influence on the temper, 
tends to produce dejeftions under the flightcll trials. 
While worldly men enlarge their po(reflions, and ex- 
tend their connexions, they imagine they are ftrength- 
ening themfelves againR all the pbdible vicii&tudes of 
life. They fay in (heir hearts. My mount aia ftawds 
flrong, and I Jhall nevtr bi moved. But fo fatal is 
their delufion, that indead of (Irengthening, they are 
wakening that which only can fupport them ; whea 
thofe viciffitudes come. ^ It is their toind, which mult 
then fupport them ; and their mind, by their fenfual 
attachments is corrupted and enfeebled. ^Addidled 
with intemperate fondnefs to the plcafures' of the 
world, they incur two great and certain evils ; they 
both exclude themfelves from tvcry refource except 
the world, and they increafe their fenfibiJity to ever/ 
blow which comes upon«then) from that quarter. 

They 
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They have neither priaciplet nor icmper which 
can iiaad the afiauh of uouble. They have no prin* 
ciplcs which lead them to look beyond the ordinary 
rotation of events ; and therefore, when misfortunes 
involve theni« the profped moft be comfortleis on 
every fide. Their crimes have difqoalilied them for 
looking ap to the afntlance of any higher power than 
their own ability, or for relying on any better guide 
than their own wifdom. And as from principle they 
can derive no fupport, fo in a temper corrupted by 
profperity they find no relief. They have loH that 
moderation of mind which enablei a wife man to ac- 
commodate himfelf to his iituation. Long fed with 
falfe hopes, they are exafperaud and ftang by every 
difappotntment. Loxorious and effeminate, they can 
bear no nneafinefs. Proud and prefamptuous, they 
can brQok no oppofition. By oonriibing difpoiitions 
which fo little fuit. this uncertain ftate, they have in« 
fufed a double portion of bitternefs into the cup of 
woe ; they have ibarpened the edge of that fword 
which is lifted Up to fmite them. Strangers to all 
the temperate fatisfa^ions of a good and a pure mind; 
ilrangers to every pleafure except what was feafoncd 
by vice or vanity, their adverfuy is to the lall degree 
difconfolaftc. Health and opulence were the two pil- 
lars on which they reited. Shake either of them ; and 
th^ir whole edifice of hope and comfort falls. Prof- 
trate and forlorn, they are-left on the ground ; obliged 
to joii^ with the man of Ephraim in his abjed lamen- 
tation, TJhej have taken a*way my goiis, lobicb I ba*vi - 
made, find txibat barve I more? — Such are the caufes 
to which we muH afcribe the broken fpirits, the pee- 
vi(h temper, and impatient palCons, that fo often at* 
tend the declining age, or falling fortunes of vicious 
men. 



V - 
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But how different is the condition af s truly good 
man in thofe trying iituations of life ! Religion had 
gradually prepared his mind for all the events of this 
inconflant ftate. It had intruded him in the nature 
of true happinefs. It had early weaned him from 
the undue love of the world, hy difcovering to him 
its vanity, and by fetting higher profpefts in his 
riew. AiHi£lions do not attack him by furprize^ and 
therefore do not overwhelm him. He was equipped 
for the (lorm> as well as the calm, in this dubious 
navigation of life. Under thofe conditions he knew 
himfelf to be brought thither, that he was not to re- 
tain always the tnjoy^ient of what he loved : And 
therefore he is not overcome by difappointment, when 
that which is mortal, dies ; when that which is mo* 
table, begins to change; and when that which he^ 
knew to be tranfient, paffes away. 

All the principles which religion teaches, and all 
the habits which it forms, are favourable to firengtk 
of mind. It will be found, that whatever purifier, 
fortifies alfo the heart. In the courfe of living right- 
ionjlyy/oherfy, ani godly ^ a good man acquires a fleady 
and well-governed fpirit. Trained by divjne grace,- 
to enjoy with moderation Jthe advantages of the world, 
neither lifted up by fnccefs, nor enervated with fea- 
Aiality, he meets the changes in his lot without utr- 
manly dejeflion. He is inured to temperance and 
refiraint. He has learned firmnefs and felf-com- 
mand. He is accuHomed to look up to that Siipreme 
Providence, which difpofes of human affairs, not with 
reverence only, but with truft and hope. 

The time of profperity was to him not merely a 
feafon of barren joy, but produ£live of much ufeful 
improvement. He had cultivated his mind. He had 
ftved it with ufeful knowledge, with good principles^ 

aad 
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ifid virtuous difpofitions. Thefe re/barces remain eii«« 
tire when the Jays of trouble come. They remaia 
with him in ficknefs^ as in health ; in poverty, as in 
the mid ft of riches ; in his dark and folitary hours, 
BO le/s than when furroanfled with friends and gay 
fociety. From the glare of profperity, he can, with- 
oot dejeflion, withdraw into the fhade. Excluded 
fix>m feveral advantages of the world, he may be 
obliged to retreat into a narrower circle ; but within 
that circle he will find many comforts left. His chief 
pleafures were always of the calm, innocent, and 
temperate kind ; and over thefe, the changes of the 
world have the leaft power. His mind is a kingdom 
to him ; and he can ftill enjoy it. The world did 
not bellow upon him all his enjoyments ; and there- 
fore it is not in the power of the world, by iu moft 
cruel attacks, to carry them all away, 

II. Tbb diftrciles of life are alleviated to good 
men, by refledion»on their paft condoA ; while, by 
foch refledions, they are highly aggravated to the 
bad. During the gay and aftive periods of life, fin- 
ners elude, in fome meafure, the force of confcience. 
Carried round in the whirl o*" affairs and pleafures j 
intent on contrivance, or eager in purfuitj ama(ed 
by hope, or elated by enjoyment ; they are ftieltered 
by that croud of trifles which furrounds them, from 
fcrious thought. But confcience is too great a power 
to remain always fupprefled. There is in tstr^ 
man's life, a period when he ^ ill be made to ftand 
forth as a real objc£l ta his own view: And when 
that period comes. Wo to him who is galled by the 
fight ! In the dark and folitary hour of diftrefs, with 
a mind hurt and fore from fome recent wound of for- 
tune, how (hall. he bear lo have his charader for the 
£rft ttmc difclofed to him, in that humiliating light 
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under which guilt will neceiTarily prefent itf Theii 
the recolledlioa of the pad becomes dreadful* It ex- 
hibits to him a life thrown away on vanities and fol- 
lies« or confumed in iiagitioufnefs and fin ; no ftation 
properly fupported ; no material duties fulfilled. 
Crimes which once had been eafily palliated, rife 
before him in their native deformity. The fenfe of. 
guilt mixes itfelf with all that has Befallen him. He 
beholds, or thinks that he beholds, the hand of the 
God whom he hath offended, openly ftretchedout 
againft him— At a feafon when a man ftands mod ia 
need of fupport, how intolerable is the weight of this 
additional load aggravating the deprefllon of difea/e, 
difappointment, or old age I How mifcrable his ftate, 
who is condemned to endure at once the pangs of 
guilt, and the vexations of calamity! The/firh of a 
man may fufiatn bis infirmities ; but a 'wounded /pirit ^ 
^who can bear ? 

Whereas, he who is blefifed with a clear confciencc, 
enjoys, in the worft conjundures of huqjan life, a 
peace, a dignity, an eleiration of mind, peculiar to 
virtiie. The teftimony of a godd confcience is indeed 
to be always diftinguifhed from that prefumptuous 
boaft of innocence, which every good Chriftian to- 
tally difclaims. The better he is, he will be the 
more humble, anxi fenfible of his failings. But tho* 
he acknowledge that he can claim nothing from God 
upon the footing of defert, yet he can truft in his 
merciful acceptance through Jefus Chrift, according 
to the terms of the gofpel. He can hope, that his 
prayers and his alms have come up in memorial before 
God, The piety and virtue of his former life were as 
feeds fown in his profperous ftate, of which' he reaps 
the fruit in the feafon of ad verfity. The rithes, the 
pleafures, and the friends of the worlds may have 

made 
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made <it;/«^/ to tbem/el*u§s, and ji^inn awaj. But the 
improvemenc which he made of thofe advantages 
while they lafted^ the temperate fpirit with which he 
enjoyed them, the beneficent afkions jvhich he per* 
ibrnied, and the good example which he fet to others, 
remain behind. By the memory^ of thefe, he enjoys 
his profperity a fecond time in refledlion ; and per* 
haps this fecond and refleded enjoyment is not infe- 
rior to the firft. It arrives at a more critical and 
needful time. It afibrds him the high fatisfadion'of 
having extraded lafting pleafnre from that which is 
ihort ; and of having fixed that which by its nature 
was changing,— »'' If my race- be now abont to end, 
" 1 have this comfort, that it has not been run in 
" vain. / have fought the good fight ; / ha'Vi kept thi 
** faith. My mind has no load. Futurity has no ter- 
** rors. I have endeavoured to do my duty, and to 
" make my peace with God. I leave the reft to Hea- 
*' vcn/* Thefe are the reflections which to the up- 
right make light arife in darknefs ; rcfleftions which 
chearthe lonely houfe of virtuous poverty, and attend 
the cbhfcientious fufferer into prifon or exile ; wnich 
footh the complaints of grief, lighten the preflTure 
of old age,^nd furnifh to the bed of ficknefs, a cor- 
dial of more grateful relifli, and more fovereign vir- 
tue, than any which the world can afford. 

Look abroad into life, and you will ^nd the general 
{exi{^ of mankinc) bearing witnefs to this important 
tJuth, that mind is fuperior to fortune : that what 
one feels within, is of much greater importance than 
all that befalls him without. Let a man be brought 
iuio fome fuch {^vtre and trying fituation, as fixes 
the attention' of the publick on his behaviour, TrC 
firft queftion which wc put concerning him, is not. 

What 
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What does he fafFer ? but> How does he bear It ? 
Has he a quiet mind ? or. Docs h'e appear to Be un- 
happy within ? If we jadge hioKto be compofed and 
firm, rcfigned to Providence, and fupported by con- 
fcious integrity, his charader rifes, and his mifery 
leflens in our view. We efteem and admire, rather 
than pity him. RecolIe6l what only men have en- 
dured for the fake of confcience, and with what 
€heerfalne(s they have Aii^red. On the other hand, 
when confcience has concurred with outward misfor- 
tunes in diftrefling the guilty, think of the dreadful 
confequences which have enfaed. How often upon 
a reverfe of fortune, after ahufed profperity, have 
they madly hurried themfelves over that precipice 
from which there is no return ; and, in what nature^ 
moil abhors, the voluntary extindtion of life, have 
fought relief from that torment of rcfieftion, which 
was become too great for them to bear ? 

Never then allow yourfelves to imagine, that mif- 
fortunes alone form the chief mifery of man- None 
but the guilty are completely miferable. The mif- 
giving and diftruft, the accufatipns and reproaches of 
their minds, the fenfe of having drawn down upon 
their heads the evils which they fuiFer, and the terri- 
fying expeftation of more and worfe evils to come ; 
thefe are the eflet.tial ingredients of human mifery. - 
They not only, whet the edge, but they envenom the 
darts of afflidion, and add poifon to the wound. 
Whereas^ when misfortunes aflail a gpod man, they 
carry no fuch fatal auxiliaries in their train. They 
may ruffle the furface of his foul ; but there is a 
ilrength within, which refills their farther impref- 
fion. The conilitution of his mind is found. The 
, world can inflidt upon it no wounds, but what admit 
of cure. 

III. Ill 
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in. Ill men in the time of trooblej can look vp 

to no pioteAor ; while good men commit themfclves, 

with traft and hope, to the care of Heaven. The 

homan mind, natarally feeble, is made to feel aU ita 

weaknefs by the preflTure of adverfity. Dejedied with 

evils which overpower its ilrengthj it relies no longer 

on itfelf. It cads every where aroond, a wKhing, 

exploring eye, for feme flielter to fcrcen, feme 

power to uphold it ; and if, when abandoned by the 

world, it can find nothing to which it may fly in the 

room of the world, its ftate is truly forlorn. Now, 

whither fhould the ungodly, in this fitnation, turn 

^ for aid ? After having contended with the ilorros of 

adverfe fortune till their fpirits are exhaufted, gladly 

would they retreat at lail to the fanfluary of religion. 

But that fanduary is fhat againfl them ; nay, it is 

environed with terrors. They behold there, not a 

Protedor to whom they can fly, but a Judge whom 

they dread ; and in thofe moments when they need 

his friendfliip the mbfl, they are reduced to deprecate 

his wrath. If he once calkd *wbin they refu/edy and 

ftrttched out bis bands «wben tbij ivould not regard^ 

how much reafon have they to fear that he will leave 

them now/« eat tbt fruit of fbeir oivn njuajSf and to ho 

filled <wiib tbeir e*wn devices \ that he <u;/// laugh at 

"their calamity, and mock ivben tbeir fear cometb f 

But of all the thoughts which can enter into the 

mind, in the feafon of diftrefs, th. belief of an" inte- 

rell in his favour who rules the world, is the mod 

fooching. Every form of religion has afforded to 

virtuous men foroe degree of this confolation. But 

it was referved for the Chriftian revelation, to carry 

it to its higheft point. For it is the diredt fcope of 

that revelation, to accommodate itfelf to the circum- 

ftances of man, under two main views ; as guilty in 

the 
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Ac fight of God, ftnd as ftruggling with the evil* of 
the world. Under the former, it difcover« to him a 
Mediator and an atonement; under the latter, it 
promifcf him the Spirit of grace and confolation. It 
is a fyftcm of complete relief, c!Xtending from oar 
fpiritual to our temporal diftrcffcs. The fame hand 
which holds out forgivenefs to the penitent, and af^ 
fiftance to the frail, difpenfes comfort and hope ta 
the affliaed. 

It deferves your particular notice, in this view> 
that there is no charadler which God more frequent- 
ly a/Tames to himfelf in the facred writings, than that 
of the Patron of the diftreffed. Compaflion is that at- 
tribute of his nature which he has chofcn to place in 
the greateft variety of lights, on purpofe that he 
might accommodate his majefty to our weakncfs, and 
provide s^ cordial for human griefs. He is the 
hearer of all prayers ; but with particular attention 
he is reprefented as liilening to the cry ef tha poor, 
and regarding the prayer ^of the dejiitute* All his 
creatures he governs with juftice and wifdom ; but 
he takes to himfelf, in s^ fpecial manner, the charge 
of executing judgment for the oppreffedy x>f prote^ing 
the ftrariger ; o^ deli^vering him ivho hath nft helper from 
the hand of the fpotler. For the opprejjion of the poor, 
and for the fighing of the needy , nvill I arife,faith tht 
Lord f Jo fet him infafelyfrom him that puffeth at him. 
He is the Father of the fatherlefs^ and the Judge of the 
fwidonv, ifi his holy habitat ton. He raifed up them that 
are ho'wed do*wn* He dnuelUth *with the contrite. Hi 
healeth the broken in heart. For he knonueih our frame ; 
he remember eth that *we are ^w/?.-^If the wifdom of 
his providence fa'w it DecefTary to place fo many of 
his creatures in an affli£led ilate, that ftate, however, 
he commiferates. He diCdains.not to point out him- 
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fclf as the refuge of the virtuous and pious ; aad to 
invite them, amidll all their trouble*, to pour out 
their hearts before him. Thofc circumftanccs which 
ellrange others from them, intereil him the more ia 
their fituation. The neglcdt or fcorn of the world 
expofes them not to any contempt in hit fight. No 
obfcority conceals them from his notice ; and though 
they fliould be forgotten by every friend qpop earth, 
,lhey are remembered by the God of heaven. That 
iigh, heaved from the aiflifkcd bofom, which is heard 
by no human ear, is liftened to by him ; and that 
tear is remarked, which falls unnoticed or defpifed 
by the world. 

Such views of the Supreme Being, impart the moft 
fenfible confolation to t^itxy pioos heart. They prc- 
fent his adminiftration under an afped To mild and 
benign, as in a great meafure to'difperfe the gloom 
which hangs over human life. A good man a2& 
with a vigour, and fuffers with a patience more tl.ati 
Xuman, when he believes himfelf countenanced by 
the Almighty. Injured or opprefTed by the world,, 
he looks up to a Judge who will vindicate his caufc ; 
he appeals to a witnefs who knows his integrity ; he 
commits himfelf to a Friend who will never forfake 
him. When tired with the vexations of life, devo- 
tioH opens to him i^s quiet retreat, where the tumults 
of the world are hufhed, and its cares are loft in hap« 
py oblivion ; where the nuicked cea/e fr9m troubling^ 
and the nveary are at reft* There his mind regains 
its ferenity ; the agitation of pailion is cahned ; and 
a foftening balm is infufed into the wounds of the 
fpirit. Difclofing to an-invifible Friend thofe fecrct 
griefs which he has no encouragement to make, 
known to the world, his heart is lightened. He xloes 
not feel himfelf folitary or forfaken. / He believes 
Vol. I. C G 
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God to be prefent with him, and the Holy Ghdft to 
be the infpirer of his confolations. From thsLt/ecret 
placi of tbt divine tabernach, into which the Text 
rcprcfcnts him as admitted, he hears this voice iffue. 
Call upon me in the day of trouble and I 'will an- 
f'wer thee. Fear not i for I am, cwith thee. Be not ^ 
4ifmayed\ for I am thy God, And as he hears a 
voice which fpeaks to npne but the pure in heart, {o 
he beholds a hand which finners cannot fee. He 
beholds the hand of Providence conducing all the 
hidden fprings and movements of the univerfe; and 
with a fecret^but unerring operation, dircding every 
event towards the happinefs of the righteous. Thofe 
affliftions which appear to others the mefTengers of 
the wrath of Heaven, appear to him the miniflers of 
fanflification and vvifdom. Where ihey difcern no- 
thing but the horrors of the temped which Currounds 
them, his more enlightened eye beholds the Angel 
who rides in the whirlwind, and direfls the dorm. - 
Hence a peace keeping the mind and ^^/zr/, which is 
no where to he found but under the pa^vilion of the 
Almighty. 

IV. Good men are comforted under their troubles 
by the hope of Heaven ; while bad men are not only- 
deprived of this hope, but diftrefled with fears arif* 
ing from a future ftate. The fool of man can never 
dived itfelf wholly of anxiety about its fate hereafter. 
There are hours when, even to the profperous, in the 
inidd of their pleafures, eternity is an awful thought. 
But much more when thofe pleafures, one after an- 
other, begin to withdraw ; when life alters its form, 
and becomes dark and cheerlefs ; when its changes 
^arn the mod inconfiderate, that what is fo mutable 
will foon pafs entirely away ; then with pungent ear- 
nednefs comes home that quedion to the hearty Into 

-what 
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wliat world are we next to go?-»How miferable the 
man; who. under the difiraflions of calamit/y haogt 
doobcfol aBout an event which fo nearly concerns 
hiiD ; whoj in the mid ft of doubts and anxieties^ ap« 
proaching to that awful bound ary, which feparatet 
this world from the next, fhudders at the dark prof* 
ped before him; wifhing to exift after death, and 
jet afraid of that exigence ; catching at tvtry feeble 
hope which fuperftition can afford him, and trem- 
bling' in the fame moment^ from reHedion upon his 
crimes ! 

But bleiTed be God who hath brought life and im^ 
mortality to light ; who hach not only brought them 
to light, but fecured them to good men ; and by the 
death and refurreflion of Jefus Chrill, hath begotten 
them unto the lively hope of an inheritance incorruptible ^ 
mndefiled, und that fadeth not away, Juftly is this hope 
ftyled in fcripture, the anchor ofthefoul^ bothfure and 
ftedfafi. For Ayhat an anchor is to a (hip in a dark 
night, on an unknown coall, and amidil a boiilerous 
ocean, that is this. hope to the foul when diilraflcd 
by the^confufions of the world. In danger, it gives 
fecurity ; amidll general flufluation, it affords one 
fixed point of refV. It is indeed the mod eminent of 
all the advantages which religion now confers. For, 
confider the mighty power of hcpfe over the human 
mind. It is the univerfal comforter. Ic is the fpring 
of all human adiviiy, ^Upon futurity, men are con- 
fbntly fufpeoded. Animated by the profped'of fome 
diflant good, they toil and fufier through the whole 
courCe of irfe ; and it is not fo much what they are at 
prcfent, as what they hope to be in fome after'time, 
that enlivens their motions ; fixes attention, and fti- 
mulates induftry. l^ow, if in the common affaira of 
life fuck is the energy of hope, even when it& objea 

. C 2 
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is neither very confiderable/ nor very certain ; what 
cffedls may it not be expeded to produce, when it 
Tei^& upon an objed^ fo fplendid as a life of immortal 
felicity ? Were this hope entertained with that full per- 
fuaiion which Chriilian faith demands, it would, is 
truth, not merely alleviate, but totally annihilate, all 
human miferies. It would banifh difcontent, extin* 
guilh grief, and fufpend the very feeling of pain, 

Bnt allowing for the mixture of human frailty ; 
admitting thofe abatements which our imperfedioa 
makes upon the cfFeft of ty^xy religious principle, 
ftill,.you will find, that in proportion to the degree 
in which the ho^e of Heaven operates upon good men, 
they will be tranquil under fufferings^ nay, they will 
be happy, in comparifon of thofe who enjoy no fiich 
relief. What indeed, in the courfe of human affairs, 
is fufficient to diflrefs, far lefs to overwhelm, the 
jnind of that man who can look down on all human 
things from an elevation fo much above them ? He is 
only.apafTenger tHrough this world. He is travelling 
to. a happier country. How difagreeable foever th« 
'Occurrences of his journey iriay be, yet, at tvtry flage 
of that journey, he receives the aiTurance that he is 
drawing nearer and nearer to the period of reft and 
felicity. — Endure and thou (bait overcome. Perfe- 
vere, and thou (halt be fuccefsful. The time'of trial 
haftens to a clofe. Thy manfion is prepared above? 
thy reft remaineth among the people of God. The 
diforders which vice has introduced into the works 
of God, are about to terminate, and all tears are 
foon to be wiped away from the eyes of the juft'. — 
The firm aflurance of this happy conclqfion to the 
vexations and the vanities of life, works a greater ef- 
fedon the iincere illiterate Chriftian, than all the re- 
iinements of philofophy can work on the moft learned 

infidel 
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infidel. Thefe may gratify the mind that is at eafe; 
may fooch the heart when (lightly difcompofed ; bat 
ivhen ic is fore and deeply torn^ when bereaved of iu 
b^il and mod beloved comforts, the only confolations 
that can then findaccefs, arife from the hope of abetter 
world ; where thofe comforts ihall be again reftored ; 
and all the virtuous (hall be aflembled in the pre« 
fence of him who made them. ' Such hopes Lanifli 
that defpair which overwhelms, and leave only that 
tender melancholy which foftens the heart, and 
often renders the^hole character more gentle and 
amiable. 

Op this nature are the refources ^hich religion pro- 
vides for good men. By its previous, difcipline, it 
trains them to fortitude ; by jhe reflexions of a good 
confcience it (boihs, by the fenfe of Divine favour ic 
fupports them; and wlfen every comfort fails them 
on earth, it cheers them with the hope of Heaven. 
Di!(ingui(hing hisfervants with fuch advantages, Gcd. 
isjuilly faid to ered his fiavi/ion over them in the 
evil time. He not only //>reai/s a feat for them in the - 
'wildernejfi but he, transforms in feme meafure the 
date of nature around them. To ufe the beautiful 
language of ancient prophecy ; In thedefart, the thirfty 
land, 'where no ivater is, he ofeneth fprings* Injiead 
#/ the thorn he maketh the fir-tree to come up ; injiead 
of the hriar, the myrtle to fp ring. In midft of the habi- 
tation of dragons, ke mafceth green pajiures rife, and' 
fiill nvater^s fld^v around his people. 

The improvement to be made of thefe truths, is 
as obvious, . as it is important. Let us (ludy fo to. 
conduct our lives, that we may be qualified for de- • 
riving fuch confolations from religion To their re- 
ality, and their importance, all mankind bear,witne(s. • 
For no fooner are they overtaken by diftrefs, than to - 
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icjigion they fly. This, throughout every age, has 
been the univcrfal Ihelter which the young and the 
eld, the high and the low, the giddy and the fcrious, 
have fought to gain, as fooa as they found that reft 
could be no ivhere elfe procured for the weary head^ 
cr the aching heart. But amidft ihofe multitudes 
that g-oud to religion for relief, how few are entitled 
to approach that facred fource of comfort? On what 
-feeble props do their hopes and preienfions reft. How 
much fuperflition mingles with that religion to which 
men are driven by diibefs and ft-ar?— You muft iirft 
apply to it as the guide of life, before youxan have 
r*^rcurfe to it as- the refuge of fi.rrow. You muft 
fubmit to its legiflative atiihority, and experience its 
renewing influence, before you can look for its con- 
folatcry efFcd, JTou mufl fecure the teflimony of a 
good confcience, and peace with God through Jefus 
Chrift ? otherwife njohen the foods pall come y and t hi 
rains defiend^ and the nvinds hlo'w, the houfe which 
you had propofed for your retreat, (hall prove the 
houff founded on the f and, not on the rock. 

There are two plans, and there are but tv\o, on 
which any man can propofe to condu£t himfelf througli 
the dangers and diflreffes of human life. The one is • 
the plan of worldly wifdom ; the other, that of deter- 
mihed adherence to confcience. He who a6ls upon 
the former, lays principle afide, and trufts his defence 
to his art and ability. He avails himfelf of every 
advantage which his knowledge of the world fuggefts. 
He attetids to nothing but what he considers as his 
intereit ; and,unconfined by confcience, purfucs it by 
ts^T^ courfe which promifes him fuccefs. This plan» 
though too often adopted, will be found, on tiial, in- 
cfFedoal and deceitful. For human ability is an un- 
equal 
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equal match for the violent and unforefeenviciffiniclffs 
o{i\it world. When thcfc torrents rife in their might, 
they fwecp away in a moment the banks which 
worldly wifdom had reared for defence, and over- 
whelm alike the crafty and the artlefs. In the mean 
lime, perfons of this character condemn themfelves 
to live a moil unquiet life. They pafs their days in 
pcrpetaal anxiety, iidenlng to t>ittj motion ; ftartled 
by t\^ty alarm ; changing their meafores on vitt'f 
new occurrence ; and when diftrefs breaks in over all 
tbeir defences, ihcy arc left under it, hopelefs and 
difconfolatc. 

The plan which, in oppoficlon to this, religion rc- 
commends^ as both more honoufable in itfeif, and 
more effe£lual for fecurity, is, at all hazards, to do 
yoor duty, and to leave the confequences to God. 
Let him who would ad upon this plan, adopt for the 
role of his conduft, that maxim of the Plalmill's, 
7rufl in the Lord^ and do good. To firm integrity^ 
let him join an humble reliance on God. Let his 
adherence to duty, encourage his religious trad. Let 
l»is religious truft, infpire him with fortitude in the 
performance of his duty. Let him know no path 
but the firaight and diredl one. In the moll critical 
moments of adlion, let'him a& no further quellions, 
than. What is the right, the fit, the worthy part I 
How as a man, and as a Chriflian, it becomes hint 
to ad ? Having received the decifion of confcience, 
let him commit bis (way to the Lord. Let him, withouc 
trepidation or wavering, proceed in difcharging his 
duty ; refolved, that though the world may make 
him unfortunate, it (hall never make him bafe ; and 
conAdering, that in what God and his confcience re- 
quire him to ad or fuHer, God and a good confcience 
will fupport him.?— Such principles as thefd, are the 

c + 
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beft preparation for the viciffitudes of the human lot. 
They are the (hield of inward peace. He who 
thinks and a£ls thus, (hall be expofed to no wounda 
but what religion can cure. He may feel the blows 
cf adverfity ; but he fhali not know the woands of 
the heart. 



SERMON III. 

On the Influence of Religion* upon Prosperity'. 

Ps A L M i. 3. 

He Jhall Be Irke a tree planted hy the ri'vers of luater, 
that } rin^eth forth his frut tn bis feafon ; his leaf 
alfo flyall not 'wither, and wkatjoever he doth Jhall 
prof per* 

THE happy influence of religion upon human 
life, in the time of adverfity, has been conii- 
dered in the preceding difcourfe. Concerning this' 
the fentiments of men are more generally agreed, 
than witK refped to fome other prerogatives which 
religion claims, l^hey very readily aflign to it the 
office of a Comforter. But as long as their date is 
profperous, they are apt to account it an unnecefTary^ 
gaeil, perhaps an unwelcome intruder. Let us not 
be thus unjuft to religion, nor coniine its importance 
to one period only in the life of man. It was never 
intended to be merely the nurfe of iicknefs, and the 
ilafi^ of old age. I purpofe now to fliow you. That 
it is no lefs eflcntial to the enjoyment of profperity, 
than to the comfort of adverfity : That profperity is 

prof- 
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pro/perooSf if we may be allowed the expreflion, to 
a good man only : and that to every other perfon, it 
will prove, notwithftanding its fair appearance, s . 
barren and joylefs ftate. 

The Pfalmift, in the Text, by an image taken from 
one of the mod beautiful obje^ in nature, defcribes 
a man who flqurilhes in full profperity. But to 
whom is the defcription limited ? To him, as the 
preceding vcrfes inform us, that ixjalketb not in tbi 
counfil efthe, ungodly, nor ftandetb in tbe luay offinners^ 
nBrJitietbjn^tbe/eat of tbe/cornful, but batb bis deligbt 
in tbe /«w of God. He only is like tbe tree planted bj 
the pivers of ijoaters ; whilfl tbe ungodly, as he adds, . 
org not Jo "y but, how profperous focver they may ap- 
pear to the world, are in truth but like tbe cbaff 
^bicbibe wtiind dri*vetb wway. In confirmation of this 
doArine, I ihall lay before you forae of thofe circum- 
ftances which diilinguiih the profperity of the good 
man beyond that of the finner ; and (hall conclude, 
with pointing out the dangers and miferies, into 
which the latter is apt to be betrayed, by his favour-- 
atile iiruation in the world. . 

I. Piety, and gratitude to God, contribute in a ' 
Mgh degree to enliven profperity.. Gratitude is a 
plealing emotion. The fenfe of being diftinguilhed by , 
the kindnefs of another, .gladdens the heart, warms 
it; with reciprocal a fFedioh, and gives to any poflef- 
fipn which is agreeable in itfelf, a double reliih, from - 
its being the gift of a friend. Favours conferred by 
men, .1 acknowledge, may prove burthen fome. For 
human virtue is never perfedt ; and fbmetimes unrea- 
fonable expedations on the one fide, fometimes a 
mortifying fenfe of dependence on the other, corrode 
in fecret the pleafure of benefits, and convert the 
obligations of friendihip into grounds of je»^- -^-' 
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But nothing of th?s kind can affedl the intcrcourfe of 
gratitude with Heaven. Its favours are wholly difin- 
terefted ; and with a gratitude the moft cordial and 
nnfufpicious, a good man looks up to that Almighty 
Benefadlor, who aims at no end but the happinefs of 
thofe whom he bleflfes, and who defires no return 
from them bi>t a devout and thankful heart. While 
others can tract their profperity to no higher fource 
than a concurrence of worldly caufes, and, often, of 
mean or -trilling incidents, which occa(ionally fa- 
voured their defigns ; with what fuperior fatisfa^lion 
does the fervant of God remark the hand of that gra* 
cious Power, which iiaih raifed hrm up; which hath 
happily condu£led him through the various deps of 
life, and crowned h^m with the moft favourable di- 
flindlion beyond his equals ? 

Let us farther confider, that not only gratitude for 
the paft, but a chearing fenfe of God's favour at the 
prefent, enters into the pious emotion. They arc 
only the virtuous, wlio in their profperousiiays hear 
this voice addre/Tcd to them ; Go thy njjay, eat thy 
bread -withjey^ and drink thy n/jine loith a merry heart ; 
for God nonv accepteth thv ivorh. He who is the Au- 
thor of their profperity gives them a title to enjoy,, 
with complacency, hrs own gift. While bad men 
fnatch the pleafures of the world as by ftealth, with- 
out countenance from God the proprietor of the 
world ; the righteous fit openly down to the feaft of 
life, under the fmile of approving Heaven. No guilty 
fears damp their joys. The blefSng of God refts 
upon all that they po/Tefs ; his protedion furrounds 
them; and hence, in the habitations of the righteous ^ 
is found the *voice of rejoicing and fal'vation, A luftre 
unknown to others, invefts, iri their fight, the whole 
^. Their piety rcfleds a funfhine from 

Heaven 
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Heaven opon the profperity of the world ; anitet in 
one point of view, the fmillDg afped, both of the 
powers above, and of the obje^s below. Not only^ 
have they as foil a relifli as others, of the innocent 
plcafarcs of life, but, moreover, in ihcfe they hold 
communioa with God. la all chat is good or fair, 
they trace his hand. From the beauties of nature, 
from the improvements of art, from the enjoymencs of 
ibcial life, they raife their affedton to the fourceof all 
the happinefs which farronnds them ; and thus widen 
the fphere of thsir pleafares, by adding intelle^ual,, 
and fpiritaal, to earthly joys.. 

For illuftration of what I have faid on this head, 
remark that chcarful enjoyment of a profperous ftate 
which King David had, when he wrote the twenty- 
third ^falm ; and compare the higheft pJeafures of 
the riotous finner, with the happy and fatisfied fpirit 
which breathes throughout that Pfalm. — In the midft 
of the fplendour of royalty, with what amiable fim« 
plicity-of gratitude does he look up to the Lord as 
ins ^hephertl \ happier in afcribing all his fuccefs to 
divine favour, than lo the policy of his counfels, or 
to the force of his arms ! How many inftances of di- 
vine goodnefs arofe before him in pleafing remem- 
brance,, when with fuch relifh he fpeaks of the^r^^a 
paflures and Jiill fwaters ijefide 'wbicb God had led 
him ; oi bis cup *wbUb he hath made to o^erflonju 5 and 
of the table which he hath prepared for him in prefena 
of bis^nemies ! With what perfeft tranquillity does 
he look forward to the time of his palling through 
the 'valley ofthejhjidow of death ; unappalled by that 
Spedre, whofe moll dillant appearance blafts the 
profperity of finnersl He fears no evil, as long as the 
rod and the /iaf of his Divine Shepherd are with him ; . 
and, through all the unknown periods of this and of: 
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a future exiAence, commits himfelf to his guidance 
with fecure and triumphant hope. Surely goednefs 
mnd mercy JhallfolIo<w me all the days of my life ; and I 
v. ill dive/l in the houfe of the Lord for e'ver^ — What>a 
purified, fentimcntal enjoymvnt of profperity, is here 
exhibited! How different from that grofs relifh of 
worldly pleafures, which belongs to thofe who behold 
only the terreftrial fide of things ; who raife their 
views to no higher objedls than the fuccefiion of hjti- 
man contingencies, and the weak efforts of human 
ability; who have no protedor or patron in the hea- 
vens, to enliven their profperity, or to warm their 
Hearts with gratitude and truft! 

II. Religiok affords to good men peculiar fecu« 
nty in the enjoyment of their profperity. One of the 
firft refledlions wJiich muft ftrike every thinking man^ 
after hisllituation in the world has become agreeable, 
is. That the continuance af fuch a fituation'is moH 
uncertain. From 9 yariety of caufes he lies open ta 
change. On many fides he fees that he may be 
pierced ;^ and the wider his comforts extend, the 
broader is the mark which he Spreads to the arrows 
of misfortune. Hence many a fecret alarm to the re-- 
fledting mind ; and to thofe who reje6l all fach alarms, 
the real danger increafes, in proportion to their im* 
provident fecurity. 

By worldly afiiilance it is vain to think of provid- 
ing any effedual defence, feei'ng the world's muta- 
bility is the very caufe of our terror. It is from a 
higher principle, from a power fuperior to the world, 
that relief muft be fought, amid ft fuch difquietndes 
of the heart. He who in his profperity can look up 
to One who is witnefs to his moderation, humanity, 
and charity ; he who can appeal to Heaven, that he 

has 
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has not been elated by pride« nor oyercome by plea- 
fore, bat has ftadied to employ its gifu to the honoor 
ofthe giver ; this man, if there be any truth in reli- 
gion, if there be any benignity or goodnefii in the 
adoiiniilration of the univerfe, has jail caufe for en* 
cooragement and hope. Not that an intereft in the 
Divine grace will perpetaate to a good man, more 
than to others^ a life of anruffled profperity. Change 
and alteration form the vtry eflen^e of the world. 
But let the world change ardnnd him at pleafare, he 
has ground ip hcpe that it (hall not be able to make 
him unhappy. Whatever may vary, God's provi- 
dence is ftiJl the fame ; and his love to the righteous 
remains unaltered. If it ihall be the Divine will to 
remove one comfort, he trulls that fome other (hall 
be given. Whatever is given, whatever is taken a- 
way, he confides, that in the lad rcfalt dWJhall <work 
for his good m 

Hence, he is not diilurbed, like bad men, by the 
inftability of the world. 

Dangers, which overcome others, fhake not his 
more fteady mind. He enjoys the pleafures of life 
pure and unallayed, becaufe he enjoys them, as long 
as they lad,* without anxious terrors. They are not 
his all, his only good. He welcomes them when 
they arrive ; and when they pafs away, he can eye 
them, as they depart, without agony or defpair. His 
profpeiity ilrikes a deeper and firmer root than that 
of the ungodly. And for this reafon he is compared 
in the Text, to a trte planted hj the ri<vers. of, water ; a 
tree, whofe branches the tempeft may indeed' bend, 
but whofe root it cannot touch ; a tree, which may 
occafionally be ftrippcd of its leaves and bloffoms, 
but which flill maintains its place, and in due feafon 
flourilhes a-new. Whcrcaa the finncr in his profp-- 



ac 



38 Oa life Influence tf Sw Illi 

according to the allafion in the book of Job, refeoi* 
blcs the rujb that gro*wetb up in the mire; a Hendei^ 
reed, that may flourifti green for a while by the fid© 
of the brook, as long as it is cherifhed by the fun,, 
and fanned by the breeze ; till the firft bitter blaii 
breaks its feeble ftem, roots it out from its bed, and 
lays it in the dull. Lo ! fuch is the profpcrity of the» 
that forget G«/; ami thus their hope Jhall perifi. 

III. Religion forms good men to Uie moil pros- 
per temper fdr the enjoyment of profperity. A litdc 
reile£Uon may fatisfy us, that mei-e poflefIion» even, 
gran ting ^it to be fecure,, .does not conilitute enjoy- - 
ment. Give a man all that is in the power of the 
world to beftow ; furround him with riches; crown 
him with honours ; inveft him, if you will, with ab- 
iblute dominion ; but leave him at the fame time un« 
dcr fome fecret oppreflion or heavinefs of heart ; you 
beftb^ indeed the materials of enjoyment, but you 
deprive him of ability to extrad it-. You fct a fcaft: 
before him, but he wants the power of tafting it. 
Hence profperity is fo often aii equivocal, word, de^ 
noting merely affluence of pofleffion, but unjuHlyap-i' 
plied to the miferable poflTeflbr. 

We all know the eifej^s which aivy indifpofition of 
the body, even though flight, produce on external 
profperity^ Vifit the gayeft and moft fortunate man 
on earthj only with fleeplefs nights ; diforder any iin- 
gle organ of his fenfes ; corrode but one of his fmalleil: 
nerves ; and you fliall prefently fee all his gaiety va- 
ni(h ; you fliall hear him complain that he is a mifer- 
able creature, and exprefs his envy of the peafant and 
the cottager.-* And can you believe, that a difeafe in 
the foul is lefs fatal to enjoyment, than a difeafe in 
the animal frame ; or that a (bund mind is not as ef. 
fential, as a found body/ to the profperity of man ? 

— i«et. 
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—Let us rate fenfual gratifications as high as we 
pieafe^ we ihall be made to feel that the feat of enjoy* 
ment is in the foui. The corropted temper, and the 
guilcy palEons of the bad, fruftrate the, efied of every 
^A}i3i.niz,gt which the world confers on them. • The 
world may call them men of pleafare ; bat of all 
men they are the greateil foes to pleafore. From 
their eagernefs to grafp, they Urangle and deflroy it. 
None but the temperate, the regular, and the Wr« 
^Dous, know how to enjoy profperity. They bring 
to its comforts the manly relifh of a foond uncorrupu 
^d mind. They flop at the proper point, before en* 
joyment degenerates intodifgall, and pleafure is con* 
verted into pain. They arc flrangers to thofc com* 
plaints which flow from fpleen, caprice, and all the 
fantaftical diftre/Tes of a vitiated mind. While riot- 
ous indulgence enervates both the body and the mind, 
purity and virtue heighten all the powers of human 
fruition. Moderate and fimple pleafures reliili high 
with the temperate ; in the midA of his Audied reHne- 
ments, the voluptuary langaiflies. 

Whererer guilr mingles with profperity, a certain 
gloom and heavinefs enter along with it. Vitious in- 
trigues never fail to entangle and embarrafs thofe 
who engage -in them. But innocence confers eafe 
and freedom on. the mind ; leaves it open to tw^ry 
pleafing fenfation ; gives a lightnefs to the fpirits, 
iimilar to. the native gaiety of youth and health ; ill 
imitated, and ill fupplied, by that forced levity of 
the vitious, which arifes not from the health, but 
from the drunkennefs of the mind. 

Feeble are all pleafures in which the heart has no 
part. The felfifh gratifications of the bad, are both 
narrow in their circle, and ihort in their duration. 
But profperity icdoubled to a good man, bv ^.< 
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generous ufe of it. It is refle£lied back upon him 
from tvtry man whom he makes happy. . In the in- 
tercourfe of domeftic a^edion, in the attachment of . 
friends, the gratltade of dependents, the eileem and . 
goodwill of all who- know hiro» he fees bleffings mal- 
tiplied around him on every ^fide. fVhen the ear beard 
me., then ft blejfedme, and *wben tbe eye/avo me, it ga've 
wtne/s to me; Beca»fe I delivered tbe poor tbat cried i 
tbefatberh/s, and kifn tbat bad none to belp bim. Tbe 
hleffing of bim tbat <wa^ ready to perijh came upon . 
me, and I caufed tbe tfuidoijo^sbeart to fing wtbjoy, 
I nuas eyes to tbe blind, and feet nvas I to tbe lame t I 
^as afatber to tbe poor ; and tbe caufe, *txbicb I knenv. 
not, I fearcbed out. Job. xxix. 1 1 — 17. — Thus while 
the r\^X/tOy\%flouriJhetb like a tree planted by tbt risers 
offwater, be bringetb forth alfo his fruit in bis feafon : 
And that fruit, to purfue the allu^on of the \tt,t, he • 
brings forth not for himfelf alohe. He flourifhes, not ; 
like a tree in feme folitary defart, which fcatters its . 
bloflbms to the wind, and communicates neither- 
fruit nor fliade to any living thing: But like a tree.^ 
in the midil of an inhabited country* which to feme, 
affords friendly fhelter, to others, fruit ; , which is 
not only admired by all for its beauty, but bleffed by .. 
the traveller for the fhade, and by the hungry for the 
fuftenance it hath given. 

IV. Religion heightens the profperity of good 
men, by the profpeA which it aiFords them of greater 
happinefs to come in anothei- world. I (bowed, in 
the foregoing dlfcourfe, the mighty efFeft of the hope 
of Heaven, in relieving the mind under the troubPes 
of life. And fure, if this hope be able to fupport 
the falling, it cannot, but improve the flouriihing 
ftate of man ; if it can difpel the ihickeft gloom of 
- J. .r.„ ^^ ^^^ needs enliven profperity by the ad- 
ditional 
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ditiooal luflre whicli it throws upon it. What is pre. 
Tent, is never fufficient to giTe os full latisfaClion. 
To the prefent we mnft always join fome agreeable 
anticipations of fatarity, in order to complete our 
pleafure. What an acceilion then nuft the profperity 
of the righteous man receive, when, borne with a 
fmooth and gentle gale along the current of life, and 
looking round on all the bleffings of his date, he 
can conAder thefe as no more than an introduflion to 
higher fcenes which are hereafter to open ; he can 
view.his'prefent life, as only the porch through which 
he is to pafs into the palace of blifs ; and his prefent 
joys, as bat a feeble ilrearo, difpenfed for his occa- 
fional refrefiiment, until he arrive at that river of life 
which flows at God's right hand ? — Such profpeds 
purify the mind, at the fame time that they gladden 
it. They ipttvtnt a good man from fetting too high 
a value on his prefent poflTeflions ; and thereby z&St 
him ia maintaining, amidfl the temptations of world- 
ly pleafure, that, command of hirofelf which is fo ef- 
fential to the wife and' temperate enjoyment of prof- 
perity. 

It is the fate of all human pleafures, by continuance, 
to fade; ofmoftof them, to cloy. Hence, in the 
rooft profpcrous flate, there are frequent intervals of 
languor, and eVen of dejedtion. There arc vacuities 
in the happieft life, which it is not in the power of 
the world to fill up. What relief fo adapted to thofe 
vacant or dejected periods, as the pleafing hopes 
which arife from immortality ? How barren and im- 
perfedk that profperity, which can have recourfe to 
no fuch fubiidiary comfort, in order to animate the 
^agnation of vulgar life, and to fupply the infuffici- 
ency of worldly pleafures ! 
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Worldly profpcrity declines with declining life, Iti 
youth its reliOi was brifk and poignant. Ic becomes 
more fober as life advances ; and Battens as life de- 
fcends. He who lately overflowed with cheerful fpi* 
rits and high hopes, begins to look back with heavi- 
nefs on the days of former years. .He thinks of his 
old companions, who are gone, and reviews pafl 
fcenes, more agreeable than any which are likely to 
return. The adtivity of purfuit is weakened. The 
gaiety of amufcment is fled. The gratifications of 
fenfe languifli. When his accuftomed pleafures, one 
after the other,- -thus ileal treacheroufly away, what 
can he, who is an utter ftranger to religion, and to 
the hope of heaven, fubftitute in their place i — But 
even in that drooping period, the promife* and hopes 
of religion fupport the fpirits of a good man till the 
latefthoun His leaf , it is faid in the Text, JhaJJ not 
'wither. It fhall not be in the power of time to blaft 
his profpcrity : But old age Ihall receive him into a 
quiet retreat, where, if lively fenfations fail, gentle 
pleafures remain to footh him. That hope of immor- 
tality, which formerly improved hia^ther enjoyments, 
now in a great meafare fu^plies their abfence. Its 
importance rifes, in proportion as its object draws 
near. He is not forfaken by the world, but retires 
from it with fndignity ; reviewing with a calm mind 
the part which he has aded, and truftihg to the pro- 
mife of God for an approaching reward. Such fen- 
timcnts and expe(!lations (bed a pleafir.g tran^aUlity 
over the old age of the righteous man. They make 
the evening of his days go down unclouded ; and al- 
low the Ilreara of life, though fallen low, to run clear 
to the lad drop. 

- Thus I have ftiown, I hope, with full evidence, 
^hat material ingredients religion and a good con« 

fcicncc . 
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fcience are in the profperity of life. Separated from 
them, profperity, how fair foevcr it may feem to the 
world, is inlipid, nay frequently noxious to the pof- 
^tSfiT', United with them, it rifcs into a real blefling 
beftowed by God upon man. Qcd gi*vetb to a man that 
is good in bis figbt, ijui/dom, and knoivUdge, and joy ; 
hut to the Jtnncr he giveth fore travel^ to gather and /# 
heaf up, that he may gi've to bins that is good hefort 
God. Ecclef. 11. 26. 

Allow me now to conclade the fabje6(« with rc- 
prefenting'to the profperoas men of the world, thoie 
crimes and miferies into which the aboie of their con- 
dition is lil^ely to betray them, and calling upon 
them to beware of the dangers with which they are 
threatened. 

It is unfortunate for mankind, thatthofe (itoationt 
which favour pleafure, are too generally adverfe to 
virtue. Virtue requires internal government and dif- 
cipline; profperity relaxes the mind, and inilamea 
the paiiions. Virtue is fupported hy a regard to what 
is future ; profperity attaches us wholly to what is 
prefent. The charadteriftics of virtue, are modcfty 
and humility; the mod common attendants of prof- 
perity, are pride and prefumption. One ihould 
think, that profperity would prove the ftrongeft in- 
citement to remember and to honour that God who 
bellows it. Yet fuch is the perverfenefs of human 
nature, that it proves much oftcner the motive to 
impiety. The changes of the world call the attention 
of men to an Invifiblc Power. But a train of events 
proceeding according to their wiih, leads them to 
nothing beyond what they fee. The Supreme Giver 
is concealed from view by his own gifts. This in- 
ilancc of fucc6fs they afcribe to a fortunate concur- 
rence of worldly caufes; that acquifuion, to their 
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own ikill and induftry ; anmiDdfuI of him, who from 
the beginning arranged that feries of caufes, and who 
placed them in circumftatices where their indnftry 
coold operate with fuccefs. - From forgetting God, 
they too often proceed to defpife him. All that is 
light or giddy in their minds, is fet in motion by the 
gale of profpcrity. Arrogance and felf-fufficiency 
are lifted tip ; and their date is confidered, as fecured 
by their own (Irength. Hence that pridi of counit" 
Matice, through which the wicked, in their prufperity^ 
as David obferves, refufe to fetk after God. They 
are dcfcribed z&f peaking loftily^ and fet ting their mouth 
againft the Heavens. They take the timbrel and barp^ 
and rejoice at the found of the organ ; and they fay unt9 
God, Depart from us^ for nue defire not the knonuledge 
of thy iM/iys. What is the Almighty, that n»e Jhould 
ferve him F Or what profit Jhould nue ha^ue, if we pray 
unto him P 

They fay unto God, Depart from us, — What an im- 
pious vqice ! Could we have beJieved it poffible, that 
worldly pleafures (hould fo far intoxicate any humaa 
heart ?' Wretched and infatuated men! Have you 
ever examined on what your confidence I'efts ? — Yon 
have faid in your hearts, Toupall ne^er he mo^ed; 
. you fancy yourfeives placed on a fountain tvhich 
ftandeth frong. Awake from thofe flattering dreams, 
and behold how every thing totters around you ! You 
(land on the edge of a precipice ; and the ground is 
Hiding away below your feet. In your health, life, 
pofleflionfl, connexions, pleafures, principles of dc- 
ftruXion work. The mine advances in fecret, which, 
faps the foundations, while you revel on the furface. 
No' mighty eiFort, no long preparation of events, is 
needed to overturn your profperity. By flow degrees 
it rofe. Long time, much labour, and the concur* 

renco 
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rence of maay afllHing cauies, were necefltry to rear 
it up ; bat one flight incident can entirely overthrow 
it. Safpicions are inftifed into the patron or the 
prince on whom yon depend ; and yonr di/grace en- 
foes. Exercffe, or amufexnent, kindles a fewtr in the 
veins of thbJe whom you loved ; and yon are robbed 
of your comforts and hopes. A few grains of iknd 
lodge themfelves within you ; and the reft of your 
life is difeafe and-mifery* Ten thooAin^l contingencies 
«ver float on the current of life, the fmalleft of whicb> 
if it meet yonr frail bark ia the pafling> is fufEcient 
to dafli it in pieces. — Is this a place, is this a time, to 
fwell with fancied fecorityi to riot in nolawful plea- 
fare, and, by yonr difregard of moral and religious 
-duties, to brave the government of the Almighty f 
He hath damped every pofleflion of man with this in- 
fcription. Rejoin ixith trembling. Throughout every 
age he hath pointed his peculiar difpleafure againft 
the confidence of prefumption, and the arrogance of 
profpcrity. He hath pronounced, that *ivJ^0/be*ver ex- 
olteth him/elf Jhall be abajed. And ihall neither the 
admonitions which you receive from the vifible in- 
conftancy of the world, nor the declarations of the 
Divine difpleafure, be fufficient to check your thought- 
Jcfs career? Know, that by your impiety, yo« multi- 
ply the dangers which already threaten you on every 
fide ; you accelerate the fpeed with which the changes 
of the world advance to your dcftrudion* The Al- 
mighty tottehes with his rod that edifice of duft, on 
which you (land, and boaft Of your ftrength,; and, 
at that inftant, it crumbles to nothing. 

As men, thien, bethink yourfelves of human infta- 
bility. As Chriftians, reverence the awful govern- 
ment of God. Infure your profperity, by confecrat- 
ing it to religion and virtue. Be humble in your 
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deration ; be mpderate in your views ; be fubmiffivc 
to him who h^th raifed and diHinguiflied you. For- 
get not, that on his providence you are as dependent, 
and to the obedience of his Jaws as much bound, as 
the meaneft of your fellow-creatures. Difgrace not 
your flation, by that groflhefs of fenfualiQr, that levity 
of difllpation, or that infolence of rank, which be* 
fpeak a little mind. Let the aiFability of your beha* 
viour, (how that you remember the natural equality 
of men. Let your moderation in pleafure, your com« 
mand of paiTion, and your Heady regard to the great 
duties of life, (how that you pofTefs a mind worthy of 
your fortune. EftablUh your charader on the bafis 
of cfteem ; not on the flattery of dependents, or the 
praife of fycophants, but on the refpe6i of the wife 
and the good* Let innocence preiide over your en- 
joyments. Let ufefuluefs and beneficence, not often- 
tation and vanity, dired the train of your purfuits. 
"Let your alms, together nviih your prayers, come up in 
memorial before God. So (hall your profperity, under 
the ble(ring of Heaven, be as the Jhining light tuhicb 
Jkineth more and more unto the perfeS day. So fhall it 
referable thofe celedial fires which glow above, with 
beneficent, with regular, and permanent luftre ; and 
not prove that mirth of fools, which by Solomon is 
compared to the crackling of thorns under a pot, aglit* 
tering and fervent blaze, but fpeedily extindt. 

On the w^hole, let this be our conclufion. That 
both in profperity and in adverfity, religion is the 
fafeft guide of human life. Condudled by its light, 
we reap the pleafures, and at the fame time efcape 
the dangers, of a profperous date. Sheltered under 
its protedion, we (land the (liock of adverfity with 
moft intrepidity, and fufFer leail from the violence of 
the ttorm. He that defireth life, and loveth many days 

that 
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that he may fee good ^ let him keep his tongue from evil 9 
and bis lips from guile. Lei him depart from e^if, and 
lie good. Let him feek peace nvith G.'d, and purfue i^. 
Then, in his adverfity^ Godjhall hide him in his pavi* 
lion. In his profpcrity, hefiall flourijh like a trei 
planted hy the risers oftuaier. The ungodly are not 
Jk ; hut are like the chaff, light and vile, *wbich thi 
*wiud driiHth away^ 



SERMON IV. 

OnonrlmperfedKNowLBOGEofaFuTURB State. 

1 Cor, %n\, iz* 
For no*w njoe fee through a glafs darkly* — *- 

TH E Apoillc here defcribes the imperfeftion of 
our knowledge whh relation co fpiritual and 
^eternal objedls. He employs two metaphors, to re- 
prefent more flrongly the difad vantages under which 
we lie:' One, that wc fee thofe objefts through a 
glafs, that is, through the intervention of a medium 
which • obfcures their glory ; the other, that we fee 
them in a riddle or enigma, which our tranflators 
have rendered by feeing them darkly \ that is, the 
* truth in part difcovered, in part concealed, and 
placed beyond our comprehendon. 

This defcription, hov«^ever juft and true, cannot 
fail to occafion fome perplexity to an enquiring mind. 
For it may feem ilraage that fo much darknefs ihould 
l>e left upon thofe celeHial objeds, towards which we 
are at the fame time commaoded to afpire. We are 

ftrangers 
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ftrangers in the aniverfe of God. Confined to that 
fpot on which we dwells we are permitted to know 
nothing of what is tranfading in the regions above <is 
and around us; By much labour, we acquire a Ai- 
per£cial acquaintance with a few fenfible objedls 
which we find in our prefent habitation ; bat we en- 
ter, and we depart, under a total ignorance of the 
nature and laws of the fpiritual world. One fubjed 
in particular, when our thoughts proceed in this traln^ 
mull often recur uppn the mind with peculiar anxie- 
ty ; that is, the immortality of tte foul, and' the fu- 
ture flate of man. Expofed as we are at prefent to 
fuch variety of afflidlions, and fubjeded to fo much 
difappointment in all ourpurfuitsofhappinefs. Why> 
it may be faid^ has our gracious Creator denied us 
the confolation of a full difcovery of our future exif- 
tence, if indeed fuch a^ exlflence be prepared for us f 
— Reafpn, it is true, fuggefts many arguments in be- 
half of immortality : Revelation gives full aiTurance 
of it. Yet even that Gpfpcl which is faid to have 
brought life and immortality to lights allows us to Jet 
only through a glafs darkly. It doth not yet appear 
nvhat v)e Jhall he* Our knowledge of a future world, 
is very imperfect ; our ideas of it, are faint and con- 
fufed. It is not difplayed in fuch a manner, as to 
make an impreflion fuited to the importance of the 
objedl. The faith even of the bed men, is much in- 
ferior, both in clearnefs and in force, to the evidence 
of fcnfe ; and proves, on many occafions, infufiicient 
to counterbalance the temptations of the prefent 
world. Happy moments indeed there fometimcs arc 
in the lives of pious men, when fequeftered from 
worldly cares, and borne upon the wings of divine 
contemplation, they rife to a nearer and tranfporting 
view of immortal glory. But fuch eiForts of the mind 

are 
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are rare, uid cannot be long fopported* When the 
fpirit of meditation Cuh&dts, this littly Tenfe of a fa* 
tare ftite decays, and though the general belief of it 
remain, yete^n good men, when they return to the 
ordinary bofinefs and cares of life, feem to rejoin the 
ffluldtode, and to re«a^ome the fame hopes, and 
fean, and intereftf, which inflaence the reft of the 
worii" 

V From fnch refie£kion«, a confiderable dificnity re* 
fpeding this important fabjedt, either arifes, or feeros 
to arife. Was fnch an obfcure and imperfed difco- 
very of another life worthy to proceed from God ? 
Does it not afford fome ground, either to tax his good* 
nefs, or to fufped the evidence of its coming from 
him h— This is the point which we are now to con- 
fider ; and let ns confider it with that dofe attention 
which the fobjed merits. Let us enguire, whether 
we hare any reafon, either to complain of Providence, 
or to objed to the evidence of a fatare ftate, becaafe 
that evidence is not of a more fenfible and ftriking 
aatore. Let os attempt humbly to trace the reafons, 
why, though permitted to know and to fte fome* 
what of the eternal world, we are neverthelefs per- 
mitted only to in$w in part , and io fie through aglaf$ 

It plainly appears to be the plan of the Deity, in 
all his difpenfations, to mix light with darknefs, evi- 
dence with uncertainty. Whatever the reafons of 
this procedure be, the fad is undeniable. He is de- 
Tcribedin the Old Teflament, as a God that hideth 
himfilf. Ifa. xlv. 15. Clouds and darkne/s are faid to 
Surround him* His 'way is in tht fia^ and his path im 
tot great uattrs ; his footjitps are not knoivn. Both 
the works and the ways of God arc full of myftery. 

Vol. L D _ ^n 
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In the ordinaiycoarfeof hisgovernmeht» imiiime- 
rable events occnr which perplex us to the utmoft. 
There is a certain limit to all oor enquiries in reli- 
gion, beyond which if we attempt to proceed, we 
are loft in a maze of inextricable difficulties. Even 
that revelation which affords fuch material inftruftioa 
to man^ concerning his duty and his happinefs* leaves 
many doubts unrefolved. Wh]^ it was adt given 
fbon^r ; why not to all men ; why there fliotil4 be {q 
many things in it bard to he under floods are difficulties 
not incondderable, in the midft of that inconteHable 
evidence by which it is fupported. If, then, the fu- 
ture date of man be not placed in fo full afi,d clear a 
lighf as we defire, this is no more than wliat the ana* 
logy of all religion, both natural and revealed^ gave 

^ us reafon to expeft. 

But fuch a folution of the difficulty. will be thought 
imperfe£l. It may, perhaps, not give much fatisFac* 
tion, to (how that all religion abounds with difficol-. 
ties of a like nature. Our fituation, it witl be faid, 
is {q much the more to be lamented, that not on one 
fide only we are confined in oar enquiries, but on all 
hands environed with myftcrious obfcunty.i-TLet us 
then, if fo much diffatisfied with oar condition, give 
fcope for once to Fancy, and confider how the plan 
of Providence might be rectified to our wifh. Let us 
call upon the Sceptick, and defire him to fay, wbat 
meafurc of informacion would afford him entire fatif- 
fadlion. 

This, he will ^ell us, requires not any long or deep 
deliberation. He defires only to have his view en- 
larged beyond the limii^ of this corporeal ftate. In- 
ftead of reding upon evidence which requires diicuf- 

iion, which teuft be fupported by much reafoning, 

aod 
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and which, after all, lie alJeges yields vAy imperfea 
' information^ he demandt the everlaftiDg maoiions to 
he To difplayed, if in troth fuch manfions there be» 
8s to place faith on a level with the evidence of fenfe. 
What noble and happy effeds, he exclaims, would 
iflftantly follow, if man thus beheld his prefent and 
his futare exiilence at once before him ! He woald 
then become worthy of his rank in the creation. In- 
ftead of being the (port, as now, of degrading paf« 
fions and childifli attachments, he would ad folely on 
the principles of immortality. His purfuit of virtue 
would be fteady ; his life would be undiflurbed and 
happy. Superior to the attacks of diftrefs, and to the 
felicitations of pleafure, he would advance, by a re«* 
gular progrefs, towards thofe divine rewards and ho« 
nours which were continually prefent to his view. — 
Thus Fancy, with as much eafe and confidence as if 
it were a perfe£k judge of creation, erefls a new world 
to itfelf, and exults with admiration of its own work. 
But let us paufe, and fufpend this admiration, till 
we coolly examine the confequ&nces that would fol- 
low from this fnppofed reformation of the univerfe. 

Consider the nature and circumftances of man. 
Introduced into the world in an indigent condition, 
he is fupported at firft by the care of others ; and, as 
foon as he begins to ad for himfelf, finds labouv and 
induftry to be neccfTary . for fuftaining his life, and 
fupplying his wants. Mutual defence and intereft 
give rife to fociety ; and fociety, when formed, re- 
quires diftinftions of property, diverfity of conditions, 
fubordination of ranks, and a multiplicity of occcpa- 
tions, in order to advance the general good, /rhc 
fervices of the poor, and the protedton of the rich, 
become reciprocally necefTary. The goverftcrs, and 

Da the 
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the goverofltf, mail co-operate for general fafety. 
Varioas arts muft be ftadied ; fome refpc^ng tho 
cultivation of the mind, others, the cafe of the body; 
fome to ward off the evils, and fome to provide the 
conveniencies of life la a word, by the deftination 
of his Creator, and the neceffities of his' nature, man 
commences, at once, an adive, not merely a contem* 
plative being. Religion aflVimes him as fuch. It fup- 
pofes him employed in this wcM-ld, as on a biify ftagOi 
It regulates, but does not aboliih« the enterpfives an4 
cares of ordinary life. It addrefles itfelf to the variooa 
ranks in fociety ; to the rich and the pobr« to the 
magiflrate and the fubjeft. It rebukes the ilochful ; 
direds the diligeut how to labour; and requires 
^s^xj man to d9 his won hufint/s* 

Suppofe, now, that veil to be withdrawn which 
conceals another world from our view^ 'I»et all ob^ 
fcurity vanilh ; let us no longer.y^# dar,klft ^s thromg]^ 
aglafs\ but let ^stvj man enjoy that intuitive ,per« 
ception of diviue and eternal otyed^s, which the Seep* 
tick is fuppofed to deiire. The4mmediate tfStOi of 
fach adifcovery wouldbe, to annihilate in oU:r eyeaH 
human obje£l3, and to produce a total fiagnation in^ 
■the affairs of the world. W ere the xeleftial glory ex* 
pofed to our admiring view ; did the aogelick bar* 
>mony found in our enraptured ears ; what earthly 
concerns could have the power of engaging our attea* 
tion for a fingle moment ? All the fludies and pur« 
fuits, the arts and labours, which now employ the 
•aftivity of man, which fupport the ordeu, or piomote 
the happinefs of fociety, would lie neglected and abaa-i 
doned. Thofe deiiresand fears, tbofe hopes and in- 
tercfts by which we are at prefcnt Simulated, would 
ceafe to operate., Human life would prefent no ob« 

jeds • 
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}tSts fuffieieBt to roulc the mind ; to kindle the (pint 
of eoterprize^ or to urge the hand of induAiy. If 
the mere fenfe of daty engaged a good man to take 
fome part in the bufinefs of the world, the talk, when 
fohmitted to. would prove diftafteful. Even the pre- 
fervacion of life would be flighted, if he were not 
hound to it by the authority of. God. Impatient of 
Us confinenEieiu within this tabernacle of duft, Ian* 
guifliing.for.thc happy day of his tranflation to tbofe 
glorious regions which were difplayed to his fight, he 
would fojoorn on earth as a melancholy exile. What- 
ever Frovidence has prepared for the entertainment of 
man,, would be viewed with contempt* Whatever 
is now attractive in fociety, would appear infipid. In 
a word, he would be no longer a fit inhabitant of 
this world, nor be qualified for thofe exertions which 
are allotted to him in his prefent fphere of beiag. 
But, all bis faculties being fablimated above the mea- 
fure of humanity, he would be in the condition of a 
being of fuperior order, who, obliged to rcMe among 
men, would regard their purfuits with fcorn, as 
dreams, trifles, and puerile aroufements of a day,' 

But to this reafo Ring, it may perhaps be replied, 
Thatfuch confequeoces asl havenowdated, fuppof- - 
ing them 10 follow, deferve not much regard. — For 
what though the prefent arrangement of human af- 
fairs were entirely changed, by a clearer view, and a . 
ftronger impreiEpn of. our future flatc ? Would not 
fuch a change prove the highefl blefiing to man ? I» • 
not his attachment to worldly objefls the great fource 
both of his mifery and. his guilt ? Employed in per- 
petual contemplauonof heavenly objeds, and in pre- 
paration for .the enjoyment of them, would he not 
beQOStf morg virtuous, and of courfe jngre Jiappy* 
El3> '''"^^ 
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than the nature of his prefcnt employments and at- 
tachments permits him to be ?— Allowing, for a mo- 
ment, the confequencc to be fuch, this much is yield- 
ed, that upon the fuppofiiion which was made» man 
would not be the creature which he now is, nor hu- 
man life the ftate which we now behold. How far 
the change would contribute to his welfare, comes to 
be confidered. 

l^ there be any principle fully afcertained by reli- 
gion, it if, That this life was intended for a flate of 
triafand improvement to man. His preparation for 
a better world required a gradual purification, carried 
ch by flcps of progreifive difcipline. The filuation, 
therefore, here a(Ggned him, was fuch as to anfwer 
this defjgn, by calling forth all his adlive powers, by 
giving full fcope to his moral difpofitions, and bring- 
rng to light his whole charader. Hence it became 
proper, \t\zx difficulty and teihptation (hould arife in 
the courfe of^his duty. Ample rewards were pro- 
mifed to virtue ; but thefc rewards were left, as yet, 
in bbfcurfty and diftant profpedt. The impreifions of 
{^vSt were fo balanced againft the difcoveries of im- 
mortality, as to allow a con did between faith and 
fenfe, between confcience and defire, between prefent 
pleafure and future good. In this conflift, the fouls 
of good men are tried, improved, and ftrengthened. 
In this field, their honours are reaped. Here are 
formed the capital virtues of fortitude, temperance,, 
and /felf;denial; moderation in profperity, patience 
in adverfity, fubmiffion to the will of God, and cha- 
rity and forgivenefs to men, amidft the various com- 
petitions of worldly intcreft. 

Such is. the plan of Divine wifdom for man'^s im« 
provement. But put the cafe, that the plan devi fed 

by 
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by human wifdom were to take place, and that the 
rewards of the j aft were to be now fully difplaved to 
view ; the cxercifc of all thofe graces which I have 
mentioned, would be entirely fuperfeded. Their 
^tTj names would be unknown. Every temptation 
being withdrawn, every worldly attachment being 
fubdoed by the overpowering difcoyeries of eternity,^ 
no trial of iince»ity, no difcrimination of characters, 
would remain j no opportunity would be afforded for 
thofc aAive exertions, which are the means of puri- 
fying and perfecting the good. On the compecidon 
between time and eternity, depends the chief exercife 
of human virtue. The obfcurity which at prefcnt 
hangs over eternal objefts, prefervcsthe competition. 
Remove that obfcurity, and you remove human vir- 
tue from its place. Yoo overthrow that whole iy{^ 
tern of difcipline, by which imperfcCl creatures are* 
Yn this life, gradually trained up for a more per fed. 
ftate. 

This, then, h the concluiion to which at laft we 
arrive. That the fall difplay which was demanded, 
of the heavenly glory, wculd be Co far from improv- 
ifig. the human foul, that it would abollfh thofe vir- 
tues and duties which are the great inftruments of its 
improvement, ft would be ujifuitabk to the charac- 
ter of man in every view, either as an adive being, 
or a moral agent. It wnrld difqualify him for taking 
part ID the affairs of the world ; for relifhing the plea^ ' 
fures or for difcharging the du;icsof life : In a word, 
it would entirely defeat t^e purpofe of his being 
placed on this earth. And the queftion, Why the 
Almighty has been pleafed to leave a fpiritual world,, 
and the future exiftence of man, under fo mtich ob- 
fcurity, refolves in the end into th^s. Why thcre^ 
D 4, (hould 
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ihould be fuch a creature as man in the aniverfe of 
God?— Such is the iiTue of the improvements pro- 
pofed to be made on the plans of Providence. The/ 
-add to the difcoveriea of the faperior wifdom of God, 
and of the prefumption and folly of man. 

FxoM what has been faid, it now appears. That 
Ao reafonable objection to the belief of a futare ilate 
arifes, from the imperfed difcoveries of it which we 
enjoy ; ffom the difficulties that are mingled with its 
evidence ; from oor feeing as through a gla/s darklj^ 
and being left to nuulk byfatth and not by fighu It 
cannot be.otherwife^ it ought not to be otherwife, la. 
our prefent ftate. The evidence which u afibrded, is 
fufficient for the convidion of a candid mind, fnffi- 
dent for a rational ground of condud ; though not 
fo ilrikittg as to withdraw our atteoticm from the pre^ 
fent world, or altogether to ovenxime the impreffioa 
ef fenfible objeds. In fuch evidence it becomes os to 
acquiefce, without indulging either doubts or com- 
plaints, on account of our not receiving all the fati(^ 
fadion which we fondly defire, but which our prefent 
immaturity of being excludes. For upon the fuppo- 
fition of immortality, this life is no other than the 
childhood of exiftencc ; and the meafurcs of our 
knowledge mud be proportioned to fuch a (late. To 
the fucccffive ftages of human life, from infancy to 
old age, belong certain peculiar attachments, certain 
cares, defires^ and interefts ; which open not abrupt- 
ly, but by gradual advances on the mind, as it be- 
comes fit to receive them, and is prepared for ading 
the pvt to which, in their order, they pertain. Hence, 
in the education of a child, no one thinks of infpir- 
iog him at on<;e with the knowledge, the fentiments, 
and views of a man, and with a contempt for the ex- 

ercifes 
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ttdks .^d'tmu&ments of childhood. Oft the con* 
tiAry, employmenu failed to his age are allowed to 
occupy him. By theic his powers are gradually aa« 
folded ; and advantage is taken of his yoathfal pur«» 
fnits, to iaprove and ftrengthen his mind ; till, ftep 
by Aep, he is led on to higher proipeds, and pre- 
pared for a larger and more important fcene of a^on; 
This analogy^ which fo happily illoftrates the pre- 
fent QondnA of the Deity towards man, deferves at- 
tention the, more, as it is the very illairation nfed by 
the Apoftfo, when treating of this fnbjeA in the con- 
tact.: JV#<w, fays he, ««# iMmutimfarff^BtftwJhem 
tbai fmhicb^ ^isptrfiS , is com^^ thai . ^vkich is in part* 
Jb^ll be. dome aw€^.it U^J^tn I nsau a child ^^ I/P^i ^ a > 
th}l4t 1 ^ind*rfi9od es. a child, ^ I thought as a child i 
ijti,twhe9j hicam$ a man,. I put afw»f cbildijh things i 
Firnt^/an/ti through agla/s darkly ; hut then, fact 
tofafiti hvw Iknowim paft\ hut thtn*. IJhaU.knfw . 
c<ucn ^s J am known. Undjcr the care of the Almighty^ 
our education is now going on, from a mortal to an 
immortal ftate,. As mnch light is Ijst in opon as, as 
we can bear without injary. When the objeds be* . 
come .too. fplendid and dazzling for our fight, the 
curcain.is drawn. , Exerciied in fuch a $eld of adion, 
as fuiu the ftrengthof 01^ unripei>ed powers, we are, 
at ihe^fanM^, time by. proper ^profpeSs and hopes, 
prompted to afpire towards tlie manhpodof our na- 
ture, the ,timc nvhen childtjh things Jb^l ^' fin/.auuaj: 
Bi|t ftill, betwixt thofe future profpeds, and, the im- . 
preflton of prefeot pEjedts^ fuch an accurate proper- . 
lion is eftabliihed, as on the .one hand (hall not pro* . 
duce a total contempt of .earthly things, while we 
afpire to thofe tjiat are heavenly 5 and pn tb,e other, . 
ihall.not encourage fuch a degree of attachment to = 
D^5 oujf.,, 
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oar prefcnt ftate, as would render ns onwortBy of 
future advancement. In a word, the whole coarle of 
things is fo ordered," that we may neither by an ir- 
regular and precipitate education, become men too 
foon ; nor by a fond and trifling indulgence,, be Caf? 
fered to continue cWldren for ever. 

Let thcfe reflexions not onFy remove the doubts^ 
which may ariife from our ol^fcure knowledge of im^ 
mortality, but Hkewife produce the highefl admiration^ 
of the wifdoiii of'ouf Creator. The flrudure of the 
natural ^orld aiPords innumerable inflances of pro- 
found defign^ which no attentive fpeAator can fiir* 
vey without wonder. In the moral world, where the 
workmanihtp is of much finer and more delicate con-^ 
teyture, (libjeAs of flill greater admiration open to* 
view. But admiration muft rife to its highelb point,, 
when.thofe parts of the moral conftitutton^ which at 
/irft wt&re reputed blemiflies, which carried the ap-- 
pearancc of objefiions, ekher to the wifdom or the 
goodnefs of Providence, are difcovered, on more ac» 
curate infpeflioni to be adjufted with the moft ex-. 
cjnifite propriety. We have now feen, tJiat the darkr 
neft of mAn^s condition is no lefs eflential to his well-, 
being, than theKght which he enjoy?. His in tern a^ 
powers; and his external fituation^ appear to be ex-- 
a6lly fitted to each other. Thofe compiakits whick 
u e are apt to make, of our Hmited capacity and nar-- 
row vieWs,' of our inability to penetrate farther in t€^ 
the future deltination of man, are founds from the 
foregoing obfervations,. to be Juft as anreafonable, as. 
the childifh complaints of our not being formed- 
with a friicrofcopic eye, nor furnifhed with an eaglet 
wing ; that is, of not being endowed with powers 
which would fubverMhe nature, and countera^ the 
laws, of our prefent ftate. 



S. IV. 9f a Fuiurt State. 59 

Id order to do jodice to the fabjedl^ I moil obferve* 
Tliattlie fame reafoning which has been now employed 
with r^fpedt to oar knowledge of immortality, is equal* 
fy applicable to many other branches of intelledaal 
knowledge. Thus, why we are permitted to know fo 
Httle of the nature of that Eternal Being who rules 
the univerfe ; why the manner in which he operates 
on the natural and moral world, is wholly concealed ; 
why we arc kept in fuch ignorance, with refpeft to 
the extent of his works,* to the nature and agency of 
^ritual beings, and even with refped to the union 
^tween our own fool and body ; To all thefe, and 
feveral other enquiries of the fame kind, which often 
employ the foiicitous refearches of fpecnlative men, 
^he anfwer is the fame that was given to the intereil« 
ing queilion which nuikes the fubjed of our difcottrfe, 
the degree of knowledge defired, wott!d prove incom- 
patible with the deiign, and with the proper buiinefs 
0f this life, it would raife us to a fphere too exalted ; 
would reveal objedis too great and firiking for our 
prefent faculties 5 would, ex cite feelings too ilrong for 
Bs to bear ; in a word, would on£t Ms for thinking or 
a^ing like human creatures. It is therefore referved 
for a more advanced period of our nature; and the 
hand of Infinite wifdom hath in mercy drawn a \t\\ 
over fcenes which would' Qverpowjer. the fight of 
mortals. 

One inft^nce in- parucular, of Divine wifdom, is 
fo illuftrious,- aci4» correfponds- fo- remarkably with 
our prefent fubjV^, that I cannpt.pafs it over without 
notice ; that is the concealment under whjch Provi- 
dence has placed the future. events of our life on 
earth. The defire of penetrating into this unknown 
Kgiouy. ha.5 ever beien one of the moll anxious paffions 

of 
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of men. It has oftCD feized the wife as well as the 
crcdoloas, aod given rife to many vaia and imfioiis 
raperfthions throttghouc the whole ^arth. BuraiDg 
with curioTity at the approach of ibase critical event, 
and unpatient under the perplexity of conjecture and 
doubt» How cruel is Providence, we are ape to ex- 
claim, in denying to OMin the power of forefight» 
and in limiting him to the knowledge of the preieat 
moment I Were he permitted, to Jook forward into- 
the coarfe of deil»ny» how mach laore fuitably would 
he be prepared for the various tarns and changes ii» 
his life f With what moderation wonld he enjpy hiai 
profperity, under the fore- knowledge of an approach-^ 
ing Tt\^T(t) And with what eagernefs be prompted 
to improve the ffyiog hours, by feeing the inevitable: 
term draw nf^h which was to finilk hb coarfe I 

But while F^ncy indulges fuch vain deiires andcri^ 
'^minal complaints, this coveted fore-knewledge muft 
clearly appear to the eye of reafon, to be tfte moft , 
fatal gift which the Almighty could bcfiow. If in 
this preieat mixed ilate all the focceBIve fcenes of 
diftrefs through which we are to pa fs, were laid be* 
fere us in one view, perpejtual fadnefs would overcaft* 
our life. Hardly would any tran&ent gleams of inter7 
vening Joy be able to force their way through the 
cloud. Faint would be the relifii of pleafu res, o£ 
which we forefaw the clofe^ Infupportable the bun*, 
den of affliftion, under which We w^e eppreiTed by 
a load, not only of prefent, ^but of anticipated (or* 
rows. Friends would begin their union, with la<« 
mentrng the day which was to dlfTolve it ; and witb 
weeping eye, thejsarent would every moment behold 
the child whom he knew that he was to lofe. In 
fiioit^ as foon as (hat royfterious veil« which now co- 
vers 
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Tcn fotority^ was lifted op, all the gaiety of life 
would difiippear i its flatteriag hopei« its pleafiog il- 
luibos, woold vaniih; and nothing but ici vanity 
and iadnefi remain. The forcfight of the hoar of 
death wonld continually interrupt the coorfe of ha* 
aaan affairs i and the overwhelming profped of the 
ftttupep inAead of exciting mett to proper a^vity, 
would render them immoveable with coafternation 
and diiniay«— ^How much more friendly to man is 
that mixture of knowledge and ignorance which is al» 
lotted him in this flate ! Ignorant of the events which 
are to befiU us, and of the precife term which is to 
conclude our life, by this ignorance oor enjoyment of 
prefent objedls is favoured.; and knowing that death 
is ceruin, and that human affairs are full of change^ 
by this knowledge our attachment to thofe obje^ {% 
moderated. Precifely in the fame manner as, by the 
mixture of evidence and. obfcurity which remains on 
the profpe^l. of a futore Hate^ a proper balance is pre* 
ferved betwixt our love of this life, and our defire of 
a better. 

The longer that oor thoughts dwell on this fub- 
jed, the -more we mull be convinced, that in nothing 
the Divine wifdom is mere admirable, than in pro« 
portioutng knowledge to the necefiities of man. In* 
Aead of lamenting our condition, that we are per- 
mitted only tofiiaslbro'^ghagla/sJarkiy, we have 
reafon to blefs our Creator, no lefs for what he had 
concealed, than for what he hath allowed us to know. 
He is 'wofutir/ul im coun/eli as be is excellent in wcrk* 
sMg» He is nmfe in heart f and his thoughts are deep^ 
Hrw unfearcbable are the riches of the ^i/dem of the 
knowledge of God i 

From the whole view which wc have taken of the 
iubjedl, this important inilradion arifes. That the 

great 
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great deiign of all the knowledge, and in particular 
of the religioas knowledge which God hath^afibrded 
us^ is, to fit us for difchargfng the duties of life. 
No u/elcfs difcOveHes are made to us in religion :- 
No difcoveries even of uTeful troths, beyond the pre* 
ci(e degree of information, which is fubfervienc ta 
right condudl. To this gr^at end all our information 
points. In this center all the lines of knowledge 
meet. Life and immortdtity are brought U light in tht 
go/pel ; yet not fo difplayed as to gratify the curio*^ 
£ty of the world with an allOni(hing fpedtacle ; but 
only fo far made known, as to affifl and fapport us 
in the praftice of our duty. If the difcovcry were 
more imperfedl, it would excite no defire of immor*. 
tality ; if it were more full and ftriking, it would- 
render us carelcft of life. On the firft foppofitioov 
ho fafficient motive to virtue would appear; on the. 
f^cond ho proper trial of it would remain;. In the 
one cafe, we ihould think and adt like men whov 
ka^e their piirtion only in thisnx;orlily in the other cafe,, 
like men who have no concern with this world at all^^ 
Whereas now, by the wife tonftitution of Heaven,^ 
we are pfaced' in the mpDr favourable ^toation for ad-, 
ing, with propriety, our allotted part here ; &nd forr 
riiiog in due courfe, to higher honour and happinefs. 
hereafter. 

Let us then fccond the kind intentions of Provi*. 
dence, and a6l upon the plan which it hath pointed 
out. Checking our inquifitive foHcitude about what 
the Almighty hath concealed, let us diligently im» 
prove what' he hath made known. Inhabitants of 
the earth, we are at the fame time candidates for 
Heaven. Looking upon theie as only different viewt^ 
of one condftent character, let os carry on our prepa«>. 

caUQA, 
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ration for Hearen, not by abfiraAing tyauMvu from 
the concerns of this world, bat by falfilling t^ du- 
ties and offices of every flation in life. Living ^• 
Sirfy, rigbteoufljy and godly in the frtfent toorld, let 
us hoi for that blejfed hope^ and the glorious appearing 
of the great God, and our Saw our Jefus Chrifi, 

Before I condade, it may be proper to obferve^ 
That the reafonings in this difcoorfe give no ground 
tojipprehend any danger of oar being too much in- 
fluenced by the bdief of a futare ftate. I have fhown 
the hurtful effects which woold follow from too bright 
and full a <Jifcovcry of the glory of that ftate ; and in 
fliewing this, \ have |uftified the decree of Provi- 
dence« which permits no luch difcovery. Bat as our 
nature is at prefent coadicuted, attached by fo many 
firong connedions to the world of feafe^ and enjoy- 
ing a communication fo feeble and diAant with the 
world of rpirits, we need fear no dan^ep from culti- 
vating intercourfe with the latter as muchasspoiEble. 
On the contrary^ frona that intercourfe the chief fe- 
cority of our virtue is to be fought. The bias of oor 
nature leans fo much towards fenfe, that from this 
fide the peril, is ta bfr dreaded, and on this, iide the 
defence is to be provided. 

Let us then malk by faith. Let os ftxengthen this 
principle of a£lion to the atmoft of our power. Let 
u« Implore the Divine grace, to flrengthen it within 
us more and more: That we may thence derive an 
antidote againft that fub tie poilbn, which inceffant 
' commerce with the ofaje£U of fenfe diffufes through 
our fods ; that we may hence acquire purity and dig- 
nity of manners, fuited to oar divine hopes ; -and un- 
dcfiled by the pleafures of the world, anihaken by 
its terrors may preferve to the end one conftant tenor 
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of integrity. Till at laft, hamgj under tlie conda£t . 
of Chriftian fldth^ happily fioiibed tHe period of diA. 
ciplinej we enter on thatilate» where a far nobler.' 
iceoe (hall open; wker« eternal objedU.fhaJl.i^zn? in ^ 
their native fplendoor ; where ihii twilight. of moral., 
life being paft, the Sun ofrigbuoufn^s (hall rife ; and ' 
tbat wbicb is pirftB hin^ ctmi^ tbM wbicb is i» fmrt ; 
^ it doisi »may,. ^ 



S E; R MO N V. 



On the D2ATH of Christ. 

Preached at the celebration of the Sacrament, 
of the Lord's Suffer. 



John. xvii,. i. , 
Jt/us lift up bis lyts U beaven, and faii^ Fsstb$r ! , 
Tht bour is c^nui-^ 

TH £ S.E were ihe words: of one blei&d Lord on 
a memorable oocafion. Thefeaft of the paf«^ 
fover drew nigh, at which h« knew that he was to 
fuiFer. The night was arrived wherein he. was tol>e 
delivered into the hands of hi&eaemies» He had 
fpent the evening -in conference with his dtfciples; 
like ai dying father in the midil of his family, rein- 
gling confblations with his laft inflruflions. When 
he had ended his difcparie io th«m> he Hfsed up bis 

ijes. 
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fjis t9 hutvof, and «ritii the words which I have now 
read, begaa ihat foleom prayer of in^rceffi^on for the 
Churchy which dofcd his mixoAry. Immediately af- 
ter« he went forth with his diiciples into the garden 
of Gethfemane, and forrendered himfelf to thoie 
who came to apprehend him. 

Sach was the fituation of our Lord at the time of 
his pronooncing thefe words. He /aw his miffion on 
the point of being accomplilhed. He had the profped 
foil before him» of ail that he was aboot to fufien— 
Faibiri Tbe bwr is r«sif.-^What hoor? An hour 
the moft cridcal J the moft pregnant with great erenti^ 
finoe hours liad begun to be nomberedj fince time 
had begnn lo ron. It was the hour in which the Son 
of God was to terminate' the labours of his important 
life, by a death flill more important and iUnfirioas ; 
the hour of atoning, by his fuiering, fox the goilt of 
madcind ; the iionr of accomplifliing prophecies* 
types, aad fymbqis. which had been carried on 
throagh a (tilts of ages ; tbe hoar of cooclnding the 
old, and introdndog to the world the new difpenf*- 
tioo of religion ; the hour of his triumphing over the 
world, and death, and hell | the hoar of his ereding 
that fpi ritual kingdom which is to laH for ever* Such 
is the hour, fach are the events which you are to com* 
memoj^ate in the Sacrament of our Lord*s Supper. I 
fiiall attempt to fet them beiore you as proper fub« 
jeds, at this time of your devout meditation. To 
difpJay them in their genuine majelly, is beyond the 
abiiuy of man« 

I. This was the hour in which Chrifl was glori« 
fied by his fufferin gs. The whole of his life had dif^ 
covered much real greatnefa, under a mean appear- 
ance. Thrppgb the cloud of his humiliation, his 

native 
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native ]irfb-e often broke forth> but never did it (hine 
fo bright, ar in this laft, this trying hour. It was 
indeed the hoar of difbrefs, and of blood. He knew 
it £0 be fuch ; and when he uttered the words of the 
Tejcc, he had before his eyes, the executioner and 
the crofs, the fcourge, the nails, and the fpear. Bat 
by profpefts of this nature his foul was not to be over- 
come. It is diftrefs whi^h ennobles every great cha- 
ra^iier ; and diftrefs was to glorify the Son of God. 
He was now to teach all mankind, by hia example, 
how to fofFer and to die. He was to Hand forth be- 
fore his enemies, as the faithful witnefs of the truth ; 
justifying by his behaviour the charader which he 
afTarned, and fealing with ^ his blood the Do^rine 
which he taught. ; . • 

What magnanimity in all his words and ii£iions o» 
this great occafion ! The court of Herod, the judg- 
ment hall of Pilate, the hill of Calvary, were fo ma- 
ijy theatres prepared for his difpl»ying all the virtues 
of a conftant and patient mind. When led forth t» 
fuJFer, the firft voice which we hear from him, is a 
generous lamentation over the fate of his unfortunate,, 
though guilty,, country ; andi to the laft ntoment of 
his life, we behold him in pofTeflion of the feme gentle^ 
and benevolent fpirit. No upbraiding^ nocomplain-< 
ing expi-effion efcaped from his lips, during the long 
and painful approaches of a cruel death. He betray- 
ed no fymptom of a weak or a vulgar, of a difcom- 
pofcd crinipatient mind. With the utmoft attention 
of filial tendernefs, he committed his aged moth^to^ 
the care of his beloved difciple: See John xix. 26,^7. 
With all the dignity of a Sovereign, he conferred 
pardon on a penitent fellow-fufFerer. With a great- 
nefs of mind beyond example, he fpent his laft mo- 

iSLea«& 
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menu in apologies and prayers for thoft who wcff 
fhedding his blood. 

By wonders in heaven^ and wonders on earth, was 
this hour di(Ungui(hed. All natore feemed to feel it; 
and the dead and the living bore witnefs to its -im* 
portance. The veil of the temple was nmt im tnvaim. 
The earth (hook. There was darknefs over all the 
land. The graves were opened, and mmy ^uho flipt 
»rofi and wotht int$ thi Holy City. Nor were theft 
the only prodigies of this awful hour. The nioft 
hardened hearts were fubdned and changed. The 
Judge, who in order to gratify the naltitude pafied 
fentence againft him, publickly attefted his inno* 
ceDce. The Roman centnrion, who prefided at the 
execQtion glorifitdGod, and acknowledged the fafferer 
to be more than man. jf/ttr bt/aw tbi tbings nMch 
bod faffed i bt/aid^ Certainly this nuat a rigbuouj per* 
fin ; trnlyt tbit ivns tbe Son of God The JewiOi ma- 
lefactor who was crucified with him, addrefled hiip as 
a King, and implored his favour. Even the crowd 
ofinfen£ble fpeAators, who had come forth as to a 
common fpedacle, and who began with clamours and 
infttlts, returned borne, fmiting tbeir hrtafts.-^Look 
back on the heroes, the philofopbers, the legiflators 
of old. View them in their lail moments. Recall 
every circumfiaDce which diftingoifhes their depar- 
ture from the world. Where can you find fuch an 
aflemblage of high virtues, and of great events, as 
concurred at the death of Chrift ? Where, (p many 
teftimonies given to the dignity of the dying perfon^ 
by earth,' and by heaven ? ' 

II. This was the honrin which ChriA atoned for 
the fins of mankind, and accompliihed our eternal re- 
4eoiption. It was the hour when that great facrifice 

was 



69 0» fhi Ditah %f Chrifi. Si V. 

WAS oSmd up« the efficacy of which reaches back to 
the firft tranfgrefllon of man, and extcftds forward to 
tlie end of Tide % the hoar when, from the crofs, as 
from an high altar, that blood was flowing, which 
wafhed away the goilt of the nations. 

This awfal difpenfation of the Almighty, contains 
inyfteries which are beyond- the diicovery of man. 
It is one of thofe things into which tht angth defitt tt 
kok. What has been revealed to us, is, Tkat the 
death of Chrift was the interpofitton of Heaven for - 
Ipreventing the ruin of human kind. We know,. that 
under the government of God, mifery is the natural: 
conieqoence of guilt. After rational creatures had»^ 
by their criminal condu£l, introduced diforder iifto . 
the Divine kingdom, there was no ground. to be* 
lieve, that by their penitence and prayers alone, they, 
coold prevent the deftru^tioo which threatened. then.. 
The prevalence of propitiatory facrifices throughout 
the earth, proclaims it to be^. the ^.general fen fe. of 
mankind, that mere repentance was not of fufficient 
avail to expiate iin, or to. ilop its penal efiedt. By 
th^ conftant allu^ns which are carried on in the 
New Tedament to the. facrifices under the law» as 
pre-fignifying a great atonement made by Chrid ; 
and bytheArong expreffions which are ufed in de«^ 
fcribing the eifeas of his deaths the . facred.wri ters 
(how, z» plainly as language allows, that there was 
an efficacy in his faiferings, far beyond that of mere 
example and inihaaion. The nature and extent of 
that efficacy we are unable, as yet, fully to trace. 
Part-we are capable of beholding ; and the wifdom 
pf what we behold, we havereafpn to adore. We 
diicern in this plan of redemption, the evil of fin 
f|ron^ly exhib^ed ; and the joiUce of the Divine go- 

vernniipnt. 
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yemmcntawfally exemplified^ in ChriH rdFemg fot 
fiiwefs. But let m not isMgiQe* tiw oQf piciinit 
diTcoveriet imfold the whole iofloenea of the 4Mith #f 
Ciuift. It is conneded with caoicji ioAo. wUch w« 
cABBOt pe&etraier It producei coafequeocefr too «• 
tienfiye for us to eicploie. iUd^s th^mghhrnn 99t «f 
§w tboughii. In all things, mtju 9idiy im pwrt ; and 
here, if aay wheie» we fee alfo at through m gJs/s 

This* koweyerj is fttily siaiiifeft, diat redentpAnvr 
is one df tl^ moft glorious works pf tjie Almighty. 
If the hoor of the ereation of the world was great 
and illoftrious ; that hoar, when, from the dark and 
formlefi mafs« this £ur fyfteos of nature arofe at the 
Divine coaraand ; when the mfuing ftars/amg t9g9» 
fktr, Md all ihsfim •/ G^d JboM$ul ffr /V ; no le^ il- 
laibrious is the honr of there^raiion of the world ; 
the hour wheii» from condemnatioii and mifery, it 
-emerged into happinefs and peace. With lefs eictser* 
nal jEM^tS^ it was attended^ but is, on that account* 
the more wonderful, that under an appearance ib 
fimple, fucfa great events were<:overed» 

III. Ik this hour, the long feries of prophecies, vi* 
fions, types, and figures, was accomplifhed. This 
was the center in which they all met: This the 
point* towards which they had tended and verged, 
throughout the courfe of fo many generations. You 
behold the Law and the Prophets (landing, if we 
may fpeak fo, at the foot of the crofs, and doing 
homage. You behold Mofes and Aaron bearing the 
ark of the covenant j David and Elijah prefenttng 
the oracle of teftimony. You behold all the priefb 
and facrifices, all the rights and ordinances, all the 
types and fymbols, affemblcd together to receive 
^^ their 



TO On tht Death tf Chrift. S. V. 

thtir ^onfammatton. Without the death of Chriil, 
fhe' woHhip «nd c^retnontei of the law would have 
tomained a pompoos, but annteatiing inftitution* In 
the hoar when he was cracified, tbi ho$k nuitb tbe/e" 
fuinftdls was opened* Every rite aflhmed its figni- 
icancy ; every predi^ion met ks e^ent ; every fymbol 
difplayed its correfpOBdence. 

The dfflc and' reen»itfgly>adibigttOos method of 
conveying important difcoveries under figures and 
emblems, was not peculiar- 16 the facred books; The, 
Spirit «|f God» in pre-fignifying the death of Chrift, 
adapted that plan, according to which the whole 
knowledge of tho(e early ages was propagated through 
the worlds Under the veil of myfterious allufion, all 
wifdom was then concealed. From the fenfible 
world, images were every where borrowed, to defcribe 
things unfeen. More was underftood to be meant, 
than was openly exprefled. By enigmatical rites> the 
Prieil communicated his doftrihes ; by parables and 
'allegories, the Philofopher ihftruded his difciples, 
even the Legiflatbr, by figurative fayings, commaad- 
ed the reveren<;e of the people.. Agreeably to this 
prevailing mode of inftru€lion, the wholedifpenfation 
of the Old TeHament was fo conduced, as to be. the 
fhadow an4 the figure of a fpiritual fyftcm. . Every 
remarkable event, every diftingui(hed perfonage, un- 
der the Law, is interpreted in the New Teftaroent, as 
bearing fome reference to the hour of which we treat. 
I( Ifaac was laid upon the altar as an innocent vic- 
tim ; if David was driven from his throne by the 
wicked, and reftored by the hand of God ; if the 
brazen ferpcnt was lifted up, to heal the people ; if 
the rock was fmitten by Mofes, to furnifti drink in 
the wildernefs ; all were types of Chrift, and alluded 
to his death. 

Id 
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In pvedi6tin^ tbe foie eytfot^ tlie buigotge of ah- 
cient prophecy was a»gvi&ot^\; h^jfleAingfy coMf *• 
di^7: For it .foretold aMcffiab^ yho was. to b« at 
eoce a Cofferer land a ooa^^aeror, Tkt Sim* mfa* /# 
row att 9/ yacpi, aud ikt Mrmmcb ta /pring/tr$m $hi 
fitm Bfjtfflt. The Angtl rftht Gowwamt, tbi Dtfift $/ 
uUNatisfu, t4fas /ff €omi fm4d*n^ t§ bis Hmfki and 
to him ilrar to .be tbi gmtbmng •/ tbt feiffU. Yet at 
the fame Umfi, he was to be dijpijid wU rfjtati tf 
mn; he w^ to- h^t^fien/rm pri/im amd/romjtuig^ 
mm, and to l^ Ud^4S,m itmb tt^jbi ftaugbttr. Though 
he was a mam 9f'.ffrfi^* md.fiAquaiaifd ^itb griif, 
yet ibi Gtntiles were fo cme /♦ bit ligbf, and Kings i$ 
tbi hrigbtnjt/s of bit rifing: In the hoar when Cbrift 
died, tbofe propjfcietical riddles were folved ; thofe 
feeoung coittridii&iocis were, reconciled . . The obfcu- 
nty. of oracles^ aM fhc^anibigoity pf types vaniihed. 
The ^un of rigbtew/mfi tKi^^ ; and, together with thot 
dawn of religtoii» thoTe fhadows pa^ed away. 

IV. This was the hour of the abolition of the 
Law ; and the introdudion of the Gofpel ; the hour 
of terminating the old, and of beginning the new 
difpenfation of religious knowledge and . worihip, 
tbroQghout the earth. Vi.wed in this light, it forms 
the rood augnft aera which is to be found in the hif- 
tory of mankind. When Chrift was fufferingon the 
crofs, we are informed by one of the Evangelids, that ' 
he faid, I tbirft\ and that they filled a fponge with 
vinegar, and put it to his mouth, yfitr be had tafiul 
the ^iinegar, kno'wing that all tbings loere nonv accvnt" 
plijhed, and the fcTipiure fulfilled'^ he /aid. It is finijhed^ 
John xix. 28, 29, 30. that is. This ofFcred draught 
of vinegar was the laft cifcumftancc predidcd by an 
ancient' Prophet, PfaL Ixix. ai. that remained to be 

fulfilled. 
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ftililltd. The nfionftsd tke pfopheqr are. b6w 
fetltd : The Mo&itk di^enftUon it clofipd. .i^k/ bi 

h is JimJ^ed.^Whw hm uttered theft tvorib^ he 
changed the ftate of the aniferle. At that nonest, 
the Law^ ceafed/ aed theGoTpel coniiDence4« This 
wae the ever- Biemorabfe point of time, whichfi^a^ 
lilted the old and the^neir world* from* each ot^. 
Ononeifideof the point of fefnkratioii^^'yoii hehold 
the Law, with it» prieftt/ iu Ae#iiicesy itod id ritey, 
retiring' from itght. On the other £de/ yoa hehold' 
the Gofpeh with ktsfinpleaifd irefiiu^ablotniHttttionf, 
conling forward into view* Significantly was the veil 
of the temple rent in jfiis hoar p for the glory ^en 
departed from between the cfaerelHmsi The legal 
High Priefl delivered op his Urim and Thomniim, 
his breaft- plate, his robes> and hi^ inbenfe: ^hd 
Christ flood fofth as the Great High Prieil of all 
fucceeding generations. By that One facrifice which 
he now ofFered, he aboliihed facrifices for ever* AU 
tars on which the fire had blazed for ages, were now 
to fmoke no more. Vidims were no more to bleed. 
Not njoith tbt Mood of hulls and goeat^ but njoitb bh ^nvi$ 
blood, be no*w entered into tbe Holy FUtct, tbere to ap^ 
pear in tbe pre/ence of God for us. 

This was the hour of alTociation and union to all 
the worfliippers of God. When Chrift faid, // it 
finiped, he threw down the wall of partition which 
had fo long divided the Gentile from the Jew. He 
gathered into one, all the faithful, out of cstry kin* 
dred'^and people. He proclaimed the hnor to be 
come, when the knowledge of the true God fliould 
be no longer confined to one nation, nOr his worfhip 
to one temple ; but over all the earth, tbe worfhippers 

of 
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of the Father (hould firvt bim im/pirit and iff truth. 
From that hour, they who dwelt in the Httermoft ends 
tfthiiarthtftrangirsto the crvntant ofpromlft, began 
toht hrougbt nigh. In that hour, the light of the 
Gofpel dawned from afar on the BrttiOi i Hands. 

During a long coarfe of ages. Providence feemed 
to be occupied in preparing the world for this revo* 
lotion. The whole Jewilh oeconomy VJras intended 
to oflier it in. The knowledge of God was prcfervcd 
uoextinguifhed in one corner of the world, that 
tbence^ in due time, might iflue forth the light which 
was to overfpread the earth. Saccefljve revelations 
gradually enlarged the views of tncn beyond the nar- 
row bounds of Judaea, to a more extenfive kingdom 
of God. Signs and miracles awakened their expec* 
tation, and directed their eyes towards this great 
event. Whether God defcended i)n the flaming 
mountain, or fpoke by the Prophet's voice ; whether 
he fcattered his chofen people into captivity, or re- 
aflembled them in their own land; he was ftill carry- 
ing on a progre02ve plan ; which was accomplifhed 
at the death of Chrift. 

Not only in the territories of Ifrael, but over all the 
earth, the great difpcnfations of Providence refpcdled ' 
the approach of this important hour. If empires rofe 
or fell; if war divided, or peace united the na- 
tions; if learning civilized their manners, or phllo- 
fophy enlarged their views ; all was, by the fecret de- 
cree of Heaven, made to ripen the world for that/«/- 
nefs of time, when Chrift was to publilh the whole 
counfel of God. The feriian, the Macedonian, the 
Roman Conqueror, entered upon the ftage, each at 
his predicted period ; and, though be meant not fo, nei- 
ther did his heart think fo, miniftered to this hour. 
The revolutions of power, and the fucceflion of mo- 

VoL. I. E n^'^^' 
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oarchies, were fo arranged by Providence, as to faci- 
litate the progrcfs of the Gofpel through the habitable 
world, after the day had arrived, *whtn the ftvm 'which 
nvas cat out of the mountain miithout hanJs, fiinuld ht' 
<ome a great mount ain, and Jill the earth* Dan. ii, 34, 
35. This was the day, which Abraham fanu afar of, 
4ind nvas glad. This was the day, which many Prof hits 
^nd Kings y and righteous men, de fired to fit, hut could 
not i the day for which the earneft expeBation of the 
creature, long opprefled with ignorance, and bewil- 
dered in fuperftition, might bejuftly faid to 'wait. 

This was the hour of Chrill's triumph overall the 
powers of darknefs ; the hoilr in which he overthrew 
dominions and throne?, led fapti'vity tapti*XHy and 
gwve gifts unto men. The conteft which the kingdom 
of darknefshad long maintained againd the kingdom 
of light, was now brought to its crifis. The period 
was come, when the feed of the nvoman Jhould bmife 
the head of the ferpent. For many ages, tlie mo/l 
grofs fuperftition had filled the earth. 1 he glory of 
the uncorruptihle God ^as, every where, except in the 
land of Judsa, changed into images made like to cor^ 
ruptihle man, and to birds, and beajls, aftd creeping 
things* The world, which the Almighty created 
for himfelf. Teemed to have become a temple of idols. 
Even to vices and pailions, altars were raifcd ; and 
what was intitled Religion, was in efFedl a difcipline 
of impurity. In the midll of this univerfal darknefj, 
Satan had ere£led his throne ; and the learned and 
polifhed, as well as the fa v age nations, bowed down 
before him. But at the hour when Chriil: appeared 
on the crofs, the iignalof his defeat was given. His 
kingdom fuddenly departed from him; the reign of 
Idolatry paficd away : He was beheld to fall like light- 
ning 
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ningfron heavem. In that hoar« the foundation of 
eveiy Pagan temple (hook. The ftatue of every falfe 
God tottered on its bale. The Prieft fled from his 
fa/ifag {hfine; and the Heathen oracles became 
dumb {<St ever. 

As on the crofs Cbriil triomphed over Satan, fo he 
, overcame his aoxiliary, the world. Long had it af- 
Tailed him with its temptations and difcooragenrents* 
In this hoar of hvtrt trial, he furmounted them all. 
Formerly he had defpifed the pleafures of the world. 
He now baffled its terrors. "Hence he is Juilly faid 
to have trucijitd tbt 'worU, By hb fufferings, he en- 
nobled diflrefs ; and he darkened the loilre of the 
pomp and vanities of life. He diicovered to his fol- 
lowers the path which leads, through afflidion, to 
glory and to vidlory ; and he imparted to them the 
fame fpirit which enabled him to overcome. My 
kingdom h not of this nvorU, In this luorld ye fljall 
have tribulation : but he of good cheer \ I have over" 
eome the nverld. John xvi^ 35. 

Death alfo, the laft foe of man, was the viftimof 
this hour. The formidable appearance of the fpedre 
remained ; but his dart was taken away. For, in the 
hour when Chrift expiated guilt, he difarmed death, 
by fecuring the refurredion of the juft. When he 
faid to his penitent fellow- fuHerer, To day thoujhak 
he lAjith me in Paradi/e, he aniaounced to all his fol- 
lowers the certainty of heavenly blifs. He declared 
the cherubims to be difmiircd-and ihef^aming/iAjord to 
be fheathed, which had been appointed at the fall, 
to keep from man the luay of the Tree of life. Gen. iii. 
24. Faint, before this period, had been the hope, 
indiilin^ the profpedl, which even good men enjoyed 
of the heavenly kingdom. Life and immortality ivere 
> E 2 nonv 
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nr^w brought to light. From the hill of Calvary, the 
firfl clear and certaia view was given to the world of 
the even ailing man lions* Sio'ce that hoor> they have 
been the perpetaal confolation of believers in Chrift. 
Under trouble, they footh their minds ; amidft temp* 
tation, they fupport their virtue ; and« in tlieir dying 
moments, enable them to fay, O Death i <wbere is 
thy fling ? O Grave f nvhere is thy 'vWory f 

VI. This was the hour when oor Lord ere^ed 
that fpiritual kingdom which is never to end. How 
vain are the coanfels and defigns of men ! ^ow (hal- 
low is the policy of the wicked ! How fhort their 
triupiphing \ The enemies of Chrift imagined* that 
in this hour they had fuccef&fully accompliflied their 
plan for his deftru6lion. They believed, that they 
had entirely fcattered the fmall party of his follow- 
ers, and had extinguidied his name- and his honour 
for ever. In derlfion they addrelTed him as a King. 
They cloathed him with purple robes ; they crowned 
him with, a crown of thorns ; they put a reed into his 
fiand ; and, with infulting mockery, bowed the knee 
before him. Blind and impious men ! How little 
did they know, thac the Almight-y was at that VEiO- 
nicnx/ettir.g him as a King on the hill of Sion ; giving 
him the Heafken for hit inheritance, and the utter moft 
parts of the earth for his poj/ejjion I How little did 
they know, that their badges of mock royalty were 
at that moment converted into the (ignals of abfo- 
lute ^dominion, and the inftruments cf irrefiftible 
power ! The reed which they put into his hands, be- 
came a rod of iron, with which he was to break in 
pieces his enemies; 2l fceptre, with which he was to 
rule the univerfe in righceoufnefs. The ctofs, which 
they thought was to ^igmatize him with infamy, be- 

came 
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came the cnfign of bis renown. Inftead of being the 
reproach of his followers, it was to be their boail 
and their glory. The crofs was to (hine on palaces 
and churches throughout the earth. I{ was to be af- 
famed as the diilindion of the moil powerful mo- 
narchs, and to wave in the banner of victorious ar- 
mies, when the memory of Herod and Pilate ihould 
he accurfed ; when Jerufalem ihould be reduced to 
aihes, and the Jews be vagabonds over all the world. 

Thefe were the triumphs which commenced at this 
hour. Our Lord faw them already in their birth ; 
lie^iv 9f tht irauail of his foul ^ and ^las fatisfied. 
He beheld the word of God going forth, conquering, 
and to conquer^ fubduing to the obedience of his 
Wsy. the fubdqer^ of the world; carrying light into 
the regions of darknefs, and roildnefs into the habi- 
tations of cruelty. \ He beheld the Gentiles waiting 
below the crofs> to receive the Gofpel. . He beheld 
Ethiopia and the IJles ftretching out tbiir bands to God ; 
iht de/ert beginning to rejoice, and to blojfom as the rofe ; 
nni the ikn^iAjledge of the Lord filling the^ earthy as the 
'uaters cover tbe/ea. Well pleaied, he faid, // is 
/»yhed. As a conquerer,. he retired from the field, 
levicwing his triumphs : He boivedbis head, andgavt 
^P the ghojf, — From that hour, Chrift was no lotiger 
a mortal man, but Head over all things to the Church ; 
the glorious King of men and Angels, of wbofe do- 
minion there (hail be no end. His triumphs (hall 
perpetually increafe. His name pall endure for iver ; 
it Jball laft as long as the fun ; men Jhall hi blejfed in 
him, and all nations Jhall call him bhfjed. 

Such were the tranfadlions, fuch the eiFeds of this 

ever- memorable hour. With all thofe great events 

was the mind of our Lord filled, when he lifted up 

E 3 ^' 
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Ills eyes to heaven, artd faid. Father*! the hour is 
come. 

From this view which we have taken of this fub- 
jeft, permit me to faggeft, what ground it affords to 
confide in the mercy of God, for the prdon of frn ; 
to truft to his faithfulnefs, for the accomplifhment of 
al] his promifes ; and to approach to him, with gra- 
titude and devotion, in a£ls of worlhip. 

In the firft place, The death of Chrift affords ]W 
ground to contide in the Divine mercy, for the par- 
don of fin. Ail tb^ flops of that high difpenfation of 
Providence, which we have confidered, Jead dire^l/ 
to this conclufion. He that /pared net his onnn^eKthutdi* 
livtred him up for us all, how Jhall he not *with hitn alfi" 
freely give us all things / Rom. viii. 52. This U the Enal 
refult of the difcoveries of the Gofpeh On this refts 
that great fydem of confolation, which ic hsth re^rt^ 
up for mc^n. We are not left to dubious and intricate 
reafonings, concerning the condtfdl which. God may 
be expe£ted to hold towards his of ending crea lures. 
But we are led to the view of important and illuftri* 
ous fads, which flrike the mind with evidence irre* 
fiflible. For, is it poffible to believe, that fuch great 
operations as I have endeavoured to defcribe, were 
carried on by the Almighty in vain } Did he excite, - 
in the hearts of his creatures, fuch encouraging 
Kopes, without any intention^ to fulfil them ? After 
fo long a preparation of goodnefs, could he mean to 
deny forgive ncfs to the penitent and fbe humble? 
When, overcome by the fenfe of guilt, roan looks up 
with an allonifhed eye to the Juflice of his Creator, 
let him recoiled that hour of which the T*ext fpeaks, 
and be comforted* The (ignals of Divine mercy, 
erefled in his view, are too confpicuous tobe either 
diHruHed or miAaken. 

In 
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In x\kt next place. The difcoveries of this hour af- 
ford the higheft reafun to trufl in the Divine faithfoU 
ne/s^ for the accomplilhnient of evtxy promife which 
remains yet unfulfilled. For this was the hour of the 
completion of God's ancient covenant* It was the 
ptrformance of the mercy promifed to tbi faibers. We 
behold the con fum nation of a great plan, which 
throughout a courfe of ages, had been aniformly pur* 
ftted ; and which, againft c'^try human appearance, 
was, at the appointed moment, exaAIy fulfilled. No 
V9ord that is gone out of tbe moutb oftbe Lord, Jball 
/aiL No length of time alters his parpofe. No ob- 
fiacles can retard it. Towards the ends accomplUhed 
in this hour, the moft repugnant inflruments were 
made to operate. M^cdifccrn God bending to his 
purpofe^ the jarring pafiions^ the oppofite intereds,. 
and even the vices of men ; uniting feeming contra- 
rieties in bis fcheme ; making the nuratb of man to 
fraife bim ; obliging the ambition of Princes, the 
prejudices of the Jews, the malice of Satan, all to 
concur, either in bringing forward this hour, or in 
completing its deflincd effefts. With what entire 
confidenoe ought we to wait for the fulfilment of all 
his other promifes in their due time ,• even when 
events are moft embroiled, and the profpe^ is moft 
di(couraging I Although thoufayeft. Thou canfi not fee 
bim I yet. judgment is before him ; therefore truft thou^ 
h bim. Be attentive only to perform thy duty ; leave ^ 
the event to God ; and be affured, that under the di- 
rection of his Providence, all things Jbull wori toge* 
tber for a happy ifluei 

Lastly, The confideration of this whole fubjefl 

tends to excite gratitude and devotion, when we ap^ 

proach to God in a£ts of worlhip. The hour of which' 

E 4. I have 
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I have difcoaHed, prefents him to us in the amiable 
light of the Deliverer of mankind, the Reftorer of 
oar forfeited hopes. We behold the greatnefs of the 
Almighty, foftened by the mild radiance of conde- 
fcenfion and mercy. We behold him diminifhing 
the awful didance at which we Uand from his pre* 
fence, by appointing for as a Mediator and fntercef- 
for, through whom the humble may, without difmay, 
approach to Him who made them . By fuch views 
of the Divine nature, Chriftian faith lays the foun- 
dation for a worlhip which (hall be at once rational 
and afie^ionate ; a worihip^ in which the light of 
the underftaoding (hall concur with the devotion of 
the heart, and the moil profound reverence be united 
with the moft cordial love. Chhftian faith is not a 
fyftem of fpeculative truths. It is not a leilbn of 
moral indrudion only. By a train of high difcoveries 
which it reveals, by a focceflion of iotercding objeds 
which it places in our view, it is calculated to elevate 
the mind, to purify the adedions, and» by the sifid* 
a nee of devotion, to confirm and encouragd virtue. 
Such, in particular, is the fcope of that divine iniU- 
tution, the Sacrament of our Lord's Supper. To 
this happy purpofe let it conduce, by concentring, in 
one driking point of light, all that the Gofpel has 
difplayed of what is mod important to man. Touched 
' with jud contrition for pad offences, and filled with 
a grateful fenCe of Divine goodnefs, let us come to 
the altar of God ; and, with a hqmble faith in his 
infinite mercies, devote ourfclvcs to his fcrvice for 
ever. 
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Jam E s lii. if, 
T/ie wifd^m that is from tJjwe^ is'-^gtritle^^ 

TO be wife in our own eyes, to be wife in the 
opinion of the world, and to be wife in the 
fight of God, are three things fo very different, as 
rarely to. coincide. One may often be wife in his own 
eyes,, who is far from being fo in the judgment of the 
W€rjd J and to. be reputed a prudent man by the world, 
\h no fecurity for being accounted wife by God. As 
there is a worldly happinefs,. which God perceives xo> 
be no other than difguifed mifery ; as there are world 
ly. honours, which in his cftimation are reproach; fo 
there is a worldly wifdom, which, in his fight ^ is fool- 
i/hnejs. Of this worldly wifdom the charaflers arc 
given in the context, and placed in contraft with'thofe 
of the ixiifdom luhich is from above,. The one is the 
wifdom of the cjafcy j the other that of the upright.- 
The one terminates in fcltiilmefs ; the other,, in cha- 
rily. The one is full offtrtfe and hittep errvywgs ;. the 
other, of mercy and of good fruits,- On© of the chief 
charafters by which the wifdom from above is diftin- 
guilbed, IS gentlenefs, of which I am now to difcourfe. 
Of this there is the greater occafion to difcourfe^ be- 
caufe it is too feldom viewed in a religious light; and 
is more readily conlidered by the bulk of men, as a. 
tnere felicitv of nature, or an exterior accompliihm*'"*' 
E 5 
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of manners, than as a Chriftian virtue which they arc 
bound to cultivate. I IKall firft explaip the nature of 
this virtue j and /hall then offer fome arguments to re- 
commend, and fome dircdlions to facilitate, the prac- 
tice of it. 

I begin with diftinguifhing true gendenefs.from paf- 
iive tamenefs of fpirit, and from unlimiffed compliance 
with the manners of others. That paflive tamenefs 
which fubmits, without ftruggle, to every incroach- 
ment of the violent and affuming, forms no part of 
Chriftian duty ; but, on the contrary, is deftru6live 
of general happinefs and order. That unlimited com- 
plaifance, which on every occafion, falls in with the 
opinions and manners of others, is fo far from being a 
virtue, that it is itfelf a vice, and the parent of many 
vices. It overthrows all fteadinefs of principle : and 
produces that finfol conformity with the .world, which 
taints the whole charafler. In the prefent corrupted 
ftate of human manners, always to affent and to com- 
ply, is the very woi^ft- maxim we can adopt. It is im* 
pofTible to fupport the purity and dignity of Chriftian 
moral?, without oppo/ing the world on various occafi-- 
ons, even though we ftiould ftand alone. That gen- 
tlenei* therefore which belongs to virtue, is to be care- 
fully diftinguiflied from the mean fpirit of cowards,, 
and the fawning aflent of fycophants. It renounces no 
juft right from fear. It gives up no important truth 
from flattery. It is indeed not only confiftent with a 
firm mind, but it necefTarily requires a manly fpirit^ 
and a fixed principle, in order to give it any real va- 
lue. Upon this folid ground only, the poli/h of gen- 
tlenefs can with advantage be fuperinduQed. 

It ftands oppofed, not to the moft determinied re- 
gard for virtue and truth, but to harflinefs and feve- 

"ty^ 
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ritjy to pride and arrogance, to violence and opprefii- 
011. It is, properly, that part of the great virtue of 
chancy, which makes us unwilling to give pain to any 
of OUT brethren^ Compaifion prompts us to relieve 
their wants. Forbearance prevents us from retaliating 
their injuries. Meeknefs reftrains our angry paflions 1 
candour, our fevere judgments. Gentlenefs corre6b 
whatever is olTenfive in our manners ; and, by a con- 
ftant train of humane attentions, iludies to alleviate 
the burden of common mifery. Its ofiice, therefore, is 
eitenfive;. It is nor, like fome other virtues, called 
forth only on peculiar emergencies ; but it is continu- 
ally in action, when we are engaged in intercourfe with 
men. It ought to form our addrefs, to regulate our 
fpeech, and to difFufe itfelf over our whole beha- 
viour,. 

I mull warn you, however, not to confound this 
gentle tmfiiom loMch is from ahove^ with that artificial 
courtefy, that fludied fmoothnefs of manners, which 
13 learned in the fchool of. the world. Such accom- 
pliflinients, the mofl frivolous and empty may poiTefs.* 
Too often they are employed by the artful, as a fnare ; 
too often affefted'by the hard and unfeeling, as a co- 
ver to the bafencfs of their mind*. We cannot, at the 
fame time, avoid obferving the hoihage, which, even 
ia,fuch. inftances, the world is conftrained to pay to 
virtue. In order to render fociciy agreeable, it is 
found neceffkry to afifime fomewhat; that may at leaft 
carry its appea^rance. Virtue is the univerfal charm. 
Even its ihadow is courted, when the fubftance is want- 
ing. The imitation of its form has been reduced into 
an art ; and, in the commerce of life, the firft ftudy of 
all who would either gain the efteera, or win the 

hearts of others, is to learn the fpeecb, and to adopt ^ 
-- ' - the 
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the maimers, of candoor, gentlenefs and humanitf. 
But that gentlenefs which is the charadleriftick of a 
good man, has, like every other virtue, its feat in the 
heart. And, let me add, nothing except what flow« 
from the heart, can render even external manners truly 
pleaiing. For no aflumed behaviour can at all times 
hide the real character. In tfakt unafiefted civility 
which fprings from a gentle minSi, there is a charm 
infinitely more powerful, than in all the ftudied man- 
ners of the moft finiilied courtier. 

True gentlenefs is founded on a fenfe of what we 
owe to him who made us, and to the common nature 
of tvhich we all H^are. it arifes from refledion on our 
own failings and wants; and from jull views of the 
condition, and the duty of man. It is native feeling, 
heightened and improved hy principle. It is the heart 
which eafilv relents j which feels for every thing that 
is human ; and is backward and (low to inftift the 
leaft wound. It i:> afl'able In its addrefs, and mild in its 
demeanour ; ever ready to oblige, and willing to be 

-^^eblig^'d by others ; breathing habitual kindnefs towards 
friends, courtei'y to Grangers, long-fuflFering to ene- 
mies, it exercifes authority with moderation ; ad- 
niinifters reproof with tendernefs ; confers favours with 
eafe and modefty. It is unaifuniing in opinion, and 
temperate in zeal. It contends not eagerly about trr- 

' fles ; flow to contradict, and ilill flower to bkme i but 
prompt to allay diffention, and to reftore peace. It 
neither intermeddles unnecefiarily with the affairs, nor 
prie? inquilitively into the fecrets of others. It delights 
abo\eall things to alleviate diftrefs, and, if it cannot 
dry up the felh'ng tear, tofooth at leail the grieving 
heart. Where it has not the power of being ufeful, it 
is never burdenfome. it feeks to pleaie, rather than 

to 



S. VI. Oh GiHtknefs. 85 

to iliine afid dazzle ; and conceals with care time fupe- 
riorit7, either of talents, or of rank, wUch is oppref- 
five to thofe who are beneath it In a word, it is that 
fpirit, and that tenour of manners, which the gofpel 
of Chrift enjoins, when it commands m& U Bear one on* 
•ther's burdens i to rejoice 'with thofe who rejoice^ and to 
nxjeep tvith thofe ivho tjjeep ; to pleafe every one his neigh'- 
hour for his good i to he kind and tender-hearted i to he 
^tiful and courteous ^ tofupportthe njoeak^ and to he /«- 
iient tonvards ail mm. 

Having now fufficientlv explained the nature of this 
amiable virtue, I proceed to recommend it to jonr 
praftice. Let me, for. this end, defire 70U to conHder 
the* duty which you owe to God.^ to condder the rela- 
tion which you bear to one another; toconlideryour 
own intereft. 

I. Consider the Duty which you owe to God. 
When you furvey his works, noU^ing is fo confpicuous, 
as his greatnefs and majefty. When you confult his , 
word, nothing is mdre remarkable, than his attention 
to foften that greatnefs, and to place it in the niildeft 
and leafi oppreUive light. He not only charafterizes 
himfelf as the God of cmfolation^ but, with condefcend* 
ing gentlenefs, he particularly accommodates himfelf 
to the fituation of the unfortunate. He d*welleth <with 
the humble and contrite. He hideth not his face 'when the 
afflided cry. He healeth the broken in hearty and bindeth 
up their 'wounds'^When his Son came to be the Saviour 
of the world, he was eminent for the fame attribute 
of mild and gentle goodnefs. Long before his birth, 
it was prophefied of him, that he fliould mtjip^e^ nor 
cry^ nor caufe his <voice to be heard in the ftreets ; that the 
hruifed reed he Jhould not break^ nor quench the fmoking 
Uax: Matth. xii. 19, 20. And after his death, this 

diftin- 
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diftinguifhing featare in his charaAer was fo aniver- 
fally. remembered, that the Apoftle Paal> on oc^a- 
fion of a req4ieft which he makes to the Corinthians, 
a(es thefe remarkable expreflions, z Cor. 5c. !• I he* 
feechyott hy tbi miekne/s and gintlenefs ifCbriff, Dur- 
ing all his ihtercoarfe with men, no harflmefs, or 
pride, or ilately diftance, appeared in his demeanour. 
In his accefs, he was eafy ; in his manners, fimple ^ 
in his anfwers, mild; in his whole behaviour, hum- 
ble and obliging. Learn tf me, faid he, /br I am 
meek and loivly in heart. '^ As the Son of God is the^ 
pattern, fo the Holy Ghoft is the infpirer of gentle*- . 
ncfs. His name is the Comforter, the Spirit of grace- 
and peace. His fruits or operations on the human- 
mind, 2J[t^love, metknefs, gentleuefs, and long-fujenng,. 
Gal. V. 22. — Thus, by every difcovery of the God- 
head, honour is conferred upon gentlenefs. It is held' 
up to our view, as peculiarly (fonncfted with Celeftial 
Nature. And fuitable to fuch dilcoveriesi is the- 
whole flrain of the Gofpeh It were unneceflary. to. 
appeal to any fingle precept. You need only open* 
the New Tcllamcqf, to find this virtue perpetually 
inculcated. Charity, or love, is the capital figure- 
ever prefentcd to our view ; and gentlenefs, forbear- 
ance, and forgivenefs, are the founds ever recnrring; 
on our ear. 

So predominant, indeed, is this fpirit throughout^ 
the Chriftian difpeofation, that even the vices and: 
corruptions, of men have not been able altogether to- 
defeat its tendency. Though that difpenfation is. 
far from having hitherto produced its full efFeft irton 
the world, yet we can clearly trace its influence, in. 
humanizing the manners of men. Remarkable, in 
this refpedt, is the vidlory which it has gained over 

thofe;: 
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thofe powers of violence and craelty> which belong 
to the iafernal k'mgdooi. Wherever Chriftianity 
prevails^ it lias difcouraged, and, in ibme degree> 
abotiihed flavery . It bas refcoed human natore from 
that igBOmiaiom yoke, under which, in former ages, 
the one half of mankind groaned; It has introdoced 
more equality between the two {txt%^ and ren*^ 
dered the conjugal union more rational- and happy. 
It has abated the ferocioufnefs Of war. It has miti- 
gated the rigour of defpotifm, mitigated the cruelty 
of puniihments ; in a word, has reduced mankind, 
from their ancient barbarity> into a more humane 
and gentle fl»te.f<*Do we pretend refpedt and zeal 
for this religion J and at the fame tlme^allow our* 
felves in that harlhnefs and feverity, which are fo 
contra diftory to its genius # Too plainly we ihow, 
that it has no power ovtt our hearts. We may re- 
tain the Chriftian name ; but we have abandoned 
the Chriftian fpirit. 

11. Consider the relation which you bear to one 
another. Man, as a folitary individual, i$ a vtry 
wretched being. As long as he fiands detached from 
hiskind, he is poiTeiTed, neither of happincfs, nor of 
ftrength. We are formed by nature to unite; we 
are impelled towards each other, by the compafSonate 
inllin^is in our frame; we are linked by a thoufand 
connedlions^ founded on common wants. 'Gentle- 
nefs therefore, or, as it is^very properly termed, hu- 
manity, is what man, as fucb, in tvtry flation, owes 
to man. To be inacceffible, contemptuous, and hard 
of heart, is to revolt againft our own nature ; is, in 
the language of feripture, u hidt our/el'ves from our 
vwnjlejh. Accordingly, as all feel the claim which 
^ they have to miidnefs and humanity, fo all are fen* 
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fibly hart by the want of it in others. On no fide 
arc we more vulaerable. No complaint is more feel- 
ingly made, than that of the harlh and rugged maa* 
ners of pcrfons with whom we have intcrcoarfe. Bat 
how feldom do we transfer the cafe to oorfelves, or 
examine how far we arc gnilty of infii^ng on others^ 
whofe fenfibility is the fame with our^, thofe very 
wounds of which we fo loudly complain } 

But, perhaps, it will be pleaded by fonre. That 
this gcntlenefs, on which we now iniift, regards only 
thofe fmaller offices of life, which in their eye are 
not effential to religion and goodncfs. Negligent,, 
they confcfs, on flight occafions, of the government 
of their temper, or the regulation of their behaviour, 
they are attentive, as they pretend, to the great du^ 
tics of beneficence ; and ready, whenever the oppor- 
tunity prefents, to perform important fervices to their 
fellow- creatures. But let fuch perfons refied that 
the occafions of performing thofe important good 
deeds, very rarehy occur. Perhaps their fitnation inr 
life, or the nature of their conncflions, may in a>. 
great meafure exclude .them from fuch opportunities^ 
Great events give fcope for great virtues; but the: 
main cenour of Kuman life, k compofed of fmall oc- 
currsncesr Within the round of thefe> lie the mate* 
rials of the happinefs of moft men ; the fubje^^s o^ 
their duty, and the trials of their virtue. Virtue 
mufl be formed and fupported, not by unfrequent 
a^3, but by daily and repeated exertions. In order- 
to its becoming either vigorous or ufeful, it muft be- 
habitually aftive ; not breaking forth occafionally 
with a tranfient luftre, lil^e the blaze of a comet; 
but regular in its returns, like the light of day : Not 
like the aromatic gale, which fometimes feafts the 

fenfe ; 



S. VI. On GtMtUne/u 89 

fcnfe; but like the ordinary breeze, which purifies 
the air, and renders it health fa] . 

Years may pafs over oar heads^ without aflFordiDg 
any opportupity for ads of high beneficence, or ex* 
tenfive utility. Whereas not a day pafies, bat in the 
common traofadUons of life, and efpeciallyio the in* 
tercourfe of domeflic fociety» gentlenefs ^iid% place 
for promoting the happinefs of others, and for 
ib-engthening in ourfelves the, habit of virtue. Nay, 
by feafonable difcoveries of a humane fpirit, we fame* 
times contribute more materially to the advancement 
of happinefs, than by adtions which are feemingly 
more important. There are ficuations, not a few, in 
human life, where the encouraging reception, the 
condefcending behaviour, and the look o( fympathy, 
bring greater relief to the heart, than the moft boon* 
* tiful gift. While, on the other fide, when the hand 
of liberality is extended to beftow, the want of gen- 
tlenefs is fufficient to fruftrate the intention of the 
benefit. We four thofe whom we meant to oblige ; 
and, by conferring favours with oflentation and 
harfhnefs, we convert them into injuries. Can any 
difpoficion then be held to pofifefs a low place in the 
fcaie of virtue, whofe ioBuence is fo confider able on 
the happinefs of the world i 

Gentlenefs^is, in truth, the great avenue to mutual 
enjoyment. Amidft the ftrifc of interfering intereds, 
it tempers the violence of contention, and keeps 
slive the feeds of harmony, it foftens animofities ; 
renews endearments; and renders the countenance 
of man, a rcfrcihment to man. Banifh gentlenefs 
from the earth ; fuppofe the world to be filled with 
none but harfh and contentious fpirics ; and what 
fort of fociety would remain I The folitude of the de- 
fart 
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fast were preferable to it. The coa£ia of jarring^ 
elements in chaos; the caye^ where fubterra^eooa 
wiflcb contend and roar ; the den where ferpents hifs, 
sod Ibeafh of the fbreft howl ; would be the only pro- 
per reprefetitattons of fuch aflemblies of men. * n >(> 
that I bad voiug% Ukt a dwt ! f$r then I Rvould fy 
a^JtHt^, amd ht at ttfi* Lo ! tben J fwmid <wa»dir/ar 
ef, amd remain in^ tbe <wildernt/s ; l.^wonld haften mj 
i/c€tp§^ fi^m thi naindy ftwrm and ttmpeft : For 1 bavt 
/tin ^ioltnct andftr^ft^ in th§^ city* Mifthitf and forro*w 
art in thi ntidfi of it : Dneit and- gniU depart not front 
the preet. Pfel. Iv. 6, 7, 8.— Strange I that where 
mtn have all one common iotereft, they fhould fo of- 
ten, abfurd^y concur »n defeating it ! Has not nature 
already provided a fafflcient qnantity of unavoidable 
evils for the ftate of man ? As if we did not fufier 
enough from the ftorm which beats upon us without, 
muft we coafpire alfo, in thofe fockties where we af- 
femble, in order to find a retreat from that ftorm, to 
harrafs one another ?— But if the feufe.of duty, and 
of common happinefs, be infofficient to recommend 
the virtue of which we treat, then let me defire you, 

IIF. To confider your own intereft. Whatever 
ends a good man can be foppofed to purfue, gen tie- ^ 
nefs will be found to favour them. It propoffeiTes 
and wins every heart. It perfuades, when every other 
argument fails ; often difarms the fierce, and melts 
the Hubborn. Whereas harihnefs confirms the oppo* 
fition it would fubdue ; and, of an indifferent perfon, 
creates an enemy^ He who could overlook an injury 
committed in the collifion of intere^, will long and 
feverely refent the flights of a contemptuous beha- 
viour. — ^To the man of gentlenefs, the world is ge- 
nerally difpofed to afcribc every other good quality. 

The 
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Th» higher eadowmcnts of tke nuacl wc admire at a 
dUtaoce ; and viAen an impropriety of beJiaviour ac* 
companies them-^ we admire witboat lore. Tbef are 
iite ibme of the diilanc ftxn, who(€ beatfictal iiifl«. 
ence reaches not to qs. Whereas^ of the iaflocnce of 
geatlenefs^ all ia fome degree partake^ and therafbra 
zll lore it^ The man of this cbaradter rifw i» the 
world without ilfttggle^ and ffooriflies without envy* 
His misfortones are oniverfally lamented ; and hit 
failings are eafily forgiven. 

But whatever may be the etMt of thtt virtue en our 
external condition, itt iaflnence on our intenial ei»* 
joy men t is certain and powerfo!. That inward tran- 
qailUty which it promotes, is the firft r^quifite to 
every pleafurable feeling. It is the calm and cleat 
atmofphere, the ierenity and fan*(hioe of the miod. 
Wben benignity and gentlenefr reign within, we are 
always leaft in harard of being raffled from without ; 
every perfbn; and every occurrence, are beheld in the 
mofl favourable light. But let fome clouds of difgoft 
and ill-humour gather on the miiid ; and immedi- 
ately the fcene changes : Nature feems transformed ; 
and the appearance of all things is blackened to our 
view. The gentle mind is like the fmooth ftream, 
which rt&t€ls every obje^ in its jaft proportion, and in 
its fatreft colours. I^e violeni fpirit, like troubled wa- 
ters, renders back the images of things diftorted and 
broken ; and communicates to them all, that difor* 
dered motion which arifes^ folely from its own agi- 
tation. 

Offences mufi come. As foon may the waves of the 
fea ceafe to roll, as provocations to arife from human 
corruption and frailty. Attacked by great injuries, the 
man of mild and gentle fpirit will feel what human 

nature 
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lyitore feels ; and will defend and refent^ as his dutf 
allows him. Bat to thofe flight provocacions, and 
frivolous oiFenc«s, which are the mod frequent caaies 
of difquiec, he is happily faperior* Hence his days 
flow in a far more placid tenour than thofe of others % 
exempted from the numberlefs difcompofares which 
agitate vulgar minds. lofpired with higher ienti- 
menta ; taught to regard, with indulgent eye, the 
frailties of menj the omiffionsof the carelefs, the foN 
Hesof the imprudent, and the levity of the fickle, 
he retreats into the calmnefs of his fpirit, as into an 
undiflurbed fanduary ; and quietly allows the ufoal 
current of life to hold its courfe. 

This virtue has another, and ftill more important 
connedtion with our intereft, by means of that rela- 
tion which our prefent behaviour bears to our eternal 
date. Heaven is the region of gentlenefs and friend- 
ihip; Hell, of fiercenefs and animo^ty. Ifthen» aa 
the fcripture inftru£ls us, according to what we xo^to 
fiw ^ue mufl hereafter reap % it follows, that the cul- 
tivation of a gentle temper is necefTary to prepare us 
for heavenly felicity ;^ an^d that the indulgence of 
harfh difpofitions, is the introdudion to future mifery. 
Men, I am afraid, too often (eparate thofe articles of 
their belief which relate to eternity, from the ordi- 
nary affairs of the world. They conneft them with 
the feafons of ferioufnefs and gravity* They leave 
them with much refpe£t, as in a high region, to 
which, only on great occafions, they refort ; and> 
when they dcfcend into common life, confider them- 
felvcs as at liberty to give free fcope to their humours 
and paffions. Whereas, in. fad, it is their behaviour 
in the daily train of fecial iniercourfe, which, more 
than any other caufe,, h:Kes and determines their fpi- 

ritual 
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ritual chara^ri gradually iolUUiag thofe diipoi- 
tioDs, aod forming thoTe habits, which affcd cbcir 
everlafiiiig condition. With regard to trifle«, per* 
haps, their malignant difpofitions may chiefly be in* . 
dii]ged« Bat let. them remember well, that tho/e 
trifles, by increafiog the growth of peeviflinefs and 
paffion, become pregnant with the moft feriovs mif* 
chiefs ; and may fit them, before they are aware, for 
being the fatore companions, of none bat infernal 
^irits. 

l^ mean not to fay, that in order to oar prepara- 
tk>n (or Heaven, ic is enough to be mild and gentle : 
or that this virtue alone, will cover all our (ias. 
Through the felicity of natural conflitution, a certain 
degree of this benignity may be poflefled by feme, 
whofe hearts are in other refpe£ls corrupt, and their 
lives irr^ular. But what I mean to afi^rt, is. That 
where no atiention is given to the government of 
temper, meetnefs for Heaven is not yec acquired, 
and the regenerating power of religion is as yet un« 
Jcnourn. One of the firil works of the Spirit of God, 
is, to infufe into c\try heart which ic inhabits, that 
gentle ivi/dom 'which is from ahov€. They twho are 
Chrift^ shave crucified the jiijh^ nuitb its affedions and 
/«/?/; but let it not be forgotten, that among the 
^9rks of the , ejh, hatred , variance, emulations ^ "Wrath, 
ftrife, and envyings, are as exprefsly enumerated, as 
uncleannefs, murders, drunkennefs, and re'velling. Gal. 
V. 19, 20, 21. They who continue either in the 
one or the other, fiall not inherit, indeed cannot in- 
herit, the kingdom of G*d» 

Having thus fhown the importance of gentlenefs, 
both as a moral virtue and as a Chriilian grace, I 
(hall conclude the fubjed, with briefly fuggefting 

fome 
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ibne confiderstions which mfty be of 4i& .to' jacUUxe 
thepiadke of it. 

Foil this end, let me Mdvifc yoa io feva^ew yoar 
charafler with an impatml eye ; and to karn, ftom 
your own failings, to gi^e that indulgAnce vMA in 
your torn you claim. It is pride which £ll8 the «orld 
with To much harftkoefs and ieverxty. In the fab^s 
of iclf-eftiraatiefi, welbrget wiiat we ane* We clauu 
attentions, to which we are not^ndtled. We.aferi- 
gorous to offences, as if we had never offended ; un- 
feeling fo dtftrefs, as if we knew not what.it was to 
fulFer, From thofe airy regions of pride and folly, 
let us defcend to our proper level. Let v» furvey ^e 
natural equality on which Providence has pla^d man 
with man, and refie6l on the infirmities common to 
all. If the refle£tion on natural equality and motual 
offences be infufficient to prompt humanity, let os at 
leaf!; remember what we are in the fight of God. 
Have we none of that forbearance to give to one an- 
other, which we all fo earneftly entreat from Hea- 
ven ? Can we look for clemency or gentlenefs from 
our Judge, when we are fo backward to (how it to 
our own brethren ? 

Accuftom yourfelves, alfo, to refleft on the fmall 
moment of thofe things which are tlie ufual incen- 
tives to viblence and, contention. In the ruffled and 
angry hoar ; we view every appearance through a 
falfe medium. The moil inconfiderable point of in- 
tereft, or honour, fwells into a momentous obje^l; 
and the flighted attack feenis to threaten immediate 
ruin. But after paiSon or pride has fubiided, we 
look round in vain for the mighty mifchiefs we 
dreaded. The fabric, which our diilurbed imagina- 
tion had reared, totally difappears. fiut though the 

caoie 
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CApfe of contentioD baa dwindled aivnqr, ittcoafe- 
quences remain. We Jiave alienated a fiiend ; we- 
have embittered an enemy ; we ba?e fovm tbe feedi 
of future fafpicion, malevokneej or diigttft.~«Sof* 
pend your violence^ I beieecb.yoo« for a ouMnent, 
when canfea of diicord occor. Anticipate that period 
of xooinefi» wlucb, of itfelf, will ibon arrive.. Al- 
low yoarfehrea to thinks bow little yon bare any 
profpeA of gaining by fierce contention ; bot how 
mocb of the true happinefs of life yea are certain of 
throwing away. £afily» and from tbe fmalldft chink, 
the bitter waters of Ihife are let forth ; but their 
cour(e cannot be foreieen.; and he feldoin fails of 
foifering mod from their poifonous effeds, who 'firft 
allowed them to flow. 

Bat gentlene(s will, mod of all, be promoted by 
freqaent views of thofe great objefls which our holy 
religion prefents. Let the profpedts of immortality 
fill your minds. Look upon this world aj a (late of 
paffage. Coofider yourfelves as engaged in the pur- 
fait of higher in cerefls ; as acting now, under the eye 
of God, an introdudlory part to a more important 
fcene. Elevated by fuch fen time nrs, your minds will 
become calm and fedate. You will look dovyn, as 
from a fuperior ftation, on the petty dillurbances of 
the world. , They are the fclfirn, the fenfual, and the 
vain, who are moft fubjed to the impotence of paf- 
fion. They are linked fo clofely to the world ; by 
fo many fides they touch every objed, and every per- 
fon around them, that they are perpetually hurt, and 
perpetually hurting others. But the fpirit of true re- 
ligion removes us to a proper diftance from the grat- 
ing objcds of worldly contention. It leaves us fuffi- 
ciently conncded with the world, for ading our part 
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in it with propriety ; but difengagcs us from it fo far, 
as to weaken its power of difturbing oar tranqaillit/. 
It infpires magnanimity ; and magnanimity always 
breathes gentlcncfa. It leads us to view the follies 
of men. with pity, not with rancour ; and to treat, 
with the mildnefs of a fuperior nature^what in little 
minds wonld call forth all the bitterncfs of paffion. 

Aided by fuch confiderations, let us cultivate that 
gentle wifdom which is, in fo many refpeds, import- 
ant both to our duty and our happinefs. Let us af- 
fame it as the ornament of every age, and of every 
ftation. Let it temper the petulance of youth, and 
foftcn the morofcnefs of old age. Let it mitigate 
authority in thofe who role, and promote deference 
among thofe who obey. I conclude with repeating 
the caution, not to miftake for true gentlenefs, that 
flimzy imitation of it, called poliihed manners, 
which often, among the men of the world, uhder a^ 
fmooth appearance, conceals much afperity.' Let 
your*s be native gentlenefs of heart, flowing from the 
love of God, and the love of mans Unite this ami- 
able fpirit, with a proper zeal for all that is right, 
and juft, and true. Let piety be combined in your 
charader with humanity. Let determined integrity 
dwell in a mild and gentle breaft. A charader thus 
fupporred will command more real refpefl, than can 
be procured by the rooft (hining accompliflimients, 
when feparatcd from virtue. 
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SERMON VII. 

On the D I s o R D E R 8 of the P a s s i o k i. 



Esther v. 13, 
77/ all this anjaileth me nothings fo long at I fee Mor* 
decai the J enja fitting at the King^s gate, 

THESE arc the words of one, who, though 
high in flation and power, coafefTed himfelf to 
be miferable. They relate to a roeroorable occurrence 
in the Perfian hiftory, under the reign of Ahafuerus, 
who IS fuppofed tc be the Prince known anaong th& 
Greek hiftorians by the name of Artaxerxes. Aha- 
fuerus had advanced to the chief digirity of his king- 
dom Haman an Amalekite^ who inherited all the 
ancient enmity of his race to the JewiQi nation* He 
appears, from what is recorded cf him, to have been 
a very wicked minifter. Raifed to greatiiefs without 
merit, he employed his power foldly to the gratifica- 
tion of his pailions. As the honours which he pof- 
fefled were next to royal, his pride was every day fed 
with that fervile homage which is peculiar to Afiatic 
courts ; and all the fervants of the King proHrated 
themfelves before him. In the midll of this general 
adulation, one- perfon only (looped not to Haman* 
This was Mordecai the Jew ; who, knowing this 
Amalekite to be an enemy to the people of God, and, 
with virwous indignation, defpifing that infolence of 
profperity with which he faw him lifted up, bomjed 
Vol. i. F not. 
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not, nor did bim re^oerence. On this appearance of 
difrefpcdl from Mordecai, Hainan nnas full of narath : 
But be thought f corn to lay bands on Mordecdi alone^ 
Pcrfonal revenge was not fufficient to fatisfy him. 
So violent and black were his paffions, that he re- 
folved to exterminate the whole nation to which 
Mordccai belonged. Abufing, for thircruel porpofe, 
the favour of his credulpas Sovereign, he obtained a 
decree to be fent forth, that, againft a certain day, 
all the Jews throughout the Pcrfian dominions (hould 
be put to the fwordt Mean while, confident of fuc- 
cefs, and blind to approaching ruin, he continued 
exulting in his profperity. Invited by Ahafueras to 
a royal banquet, which Efthcr the Queen had pre- 
pared, be *went forth -that day joyful, and luitb a glad 
heart. But behold how flight an incident was fuffi- 
cient to poifon his joy! As he went forth, he faw 
Mordecai in the King's gate ; and obferved, that fliil 
he refufed to do him homage : He flood not up, nor 
ivas mo'vedfor him ; although he well knew the for- 
midable defigns which Haman was preparing to exe- 
cute. One private man, who defpifed his greatnefs, 
and difdained fubmiilion, while a whole kingdom 
trembled before him ; one fpirit, which the utmoft- 
ilretch of his power could neither fubdue nor humble, 
bla^d his triumphs. His whole foul was ihakea 
with a ftorm of paffion. Wrath, pride, and defire of 
revenge, rofc into fury. With difficulty he reftrained 
himfelf in public; but as foon as he came to his own 
houfe, he was forced to difclofe the agony of his 
mind. He gathered together his friends and family, 
with Zerilh his wife. He told them of the glory of hit 
riches, and the multitude of his children , and all the 
things 'wherein the King bad promoted bim^ andbo^w be 

had 
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had advamttd him ahoni tbtprtuat tutdfinHUUs rfihe 
King. Htjaid, mortwir^ Tta^ Efthir tht ^im did 
Ut no man cnne in nuitb thi Kingt «»/# tk$ hmmqmiU 
thMt fife bad prepartd, btu myfilf% and t^^mmrrmn mlfa 
am I invited unto btr *witb the King. After all this 
preamble, what u the conclufion ? Tet all this anaiU 
etb menotbingt/o long as I fee M§rd$cmi the Jfnufatimg 
at the King^s gate* 

The fequel of Haman^s hiftory I ihall not now par- 
foe. It might afford matter for mnch ioftrodion, b^ 
the coofpicuous juftke of God in his fall and ponifli* 
meat. Bat» contemplating only the iingolar .fitaa<* 
tion in which the Text prefents hfm, and the, violent 
agitation of his mind which it difplays, the ibllowing 
refiedions natarally arife, which » together with fome 
pradiical improvements, fliall make the fubjed of this 
difcourfe. L How miferable is vice, when one guilty 
paffion creates (b much torment ! II. How aaavail- 
ing is profperity, when, in the height of it» a fiogle 
difappointment can deftroy the.reli^ of all its plea« 
fares ! III. How weak is human nature, which, in 
the abfence of real,, is thus prone to form to itfelf 
imaginary woes! 

I. How miferable is vice, when one guilty paffion 
is capable of creating fo much torment ! When we 
diicourfe to you of the internal mifery of finners; 
when we f eprefent the pangs which they fuffer, from 
violeu t paflions, and a corrnpted heart ; we are fome- 
times fufpe£led of chufing a theme for declamation, 
and of heightening the pi&ure which we draw, by 
colours borrowed from fancy. They who(e minds 
are, by nature, happily tranquil, or whoie fituatioa 
in life removes them from the diilurbance and tumalt 
of paflion, can hardly conceive^ that as long as the 
p 2 bod/ 
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body is at eafe, and the external condition profpe- 
Tous, any thing which paiTes within the mind ihoald 
caufe fach exquifite woe. But, for the truth of oar 
aflertions^ we appeal to the hiHory of mankind. We 
might reafon from the conflitution of the rational 
frames where the underilanding is appointed to be 
fupreme, and the paflions to be fubordinate; ai\d 
where, if this due arrangement of its parts be over- 
thrown, mifery as neceflarily enfues, as pain is con- 
fequent in the animal frame, upon the diilortion of 
its members. Bat laying ^fpeculations of this kind 
afide, it is fufiicienc to lead yoa to the view of fa^ls, 
the import of which can neither be controverted, nor 
miilaken. This is, indeed, the great advantage of 
hiftory, that it is, a mirrour which holds op mankind 
to their own view. For, in all ages, human nature 
has been the fame. In the circle of worldly affairs, 
the fame-charadlers and fituations are perpetually re^ 
turning; a»d in the follies and paflions, the vices 
and crimes, of the generations that are paft, we read 
»thofe of the prefent. 

jAttend, then, to theinftance now before us ; and 
conceive, if you can, a perfoa more thoroughly 
wretched,, than one reduced lo make this humiliating 
confeffioB, that though i'urrounded with power, opu- 
lence and pleafure, he was loft to all happinefi, 
through the fiercentfs of his refentmcnt ; and was' at 
that moment ftung by difappointment, and torn by 
l-age, beyond what he could bear. All this aitailethm 
notbrng,/o long as I fee Mordeeai the Je^ fitting at tht 
King* s gate. Had this been a foliloquy of Haraao's 
within himfelf, it would J^ave been a fufficient difco- 
very of his mifery. Btit when we confidcr it as a con- 
feflion which he makes to others, it is a proof that hh 
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mifery was become infupportable. For fach agica- 
doiis of the mind every man drives to conceal^ be« 
caufe he knows they dilhonour him* Other griefs 
and forrows, he.can» with freedom* pour out to a con- 
fident. What he fuffer^ from the injuftice or malice 
of the world » he is not afhamed to acknowledge. But 
when his fufFering arifes from the bad difpofidons of 
his own heart ; when, in the height of profperity, he* 
is rendered miferable, folely by difappointed pride, 
every ordinary motive for commanication ceafes. No- 
thing but the violence of anguifh, can drive him. to 
confefs a paifion which renders him 6dious, and a 
weaknefs which renders 'him defpicable. To what 
i»tremity« i» particular, mud he be reduced, before 
he can difclofe to his own family the infamous fecret 
of his miferv ? In the eye of his family every man 
wifhes to appear refpedable, and to cover from their 
knowledge whatever may vilify or degrade him. At* 
tacked or reproached abroad, he confoles himfelf 
with his importance at home ; and in domellic.at- 
tach^ment and refped, fceks for fome compenfation 
forthe injuftice of the world. Judge, then, of the 
degree of torment which Haman enduretj, by its 
breaking through all thefe reftraints, and forcing 
him to publifh his (hame before thofe, from whocn all 
men feek moil to hide it. How fevere muft have 
been the cohflidl which he underwent within himfelf,. ^ 
before he called together his wife and all his friends: 
Uit this purpofe ! How dreadful the agony he faffered: 
at the moment of his confeffion, when, to the allo- 
nifhed company, he laid open the caufe of his- 
diftrcfs ! 

Aflemble all the evils which poverty, difeafc or 

xiolence can inflidt, and their ftings will be found by 

P 3^ far 
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far lefs pangent^ thaa tbofe which Tach guilty paflions 
dart into the heart. A mid ft the ordinary calamities 
of the worlds the mind can exert its powers^ and 
fuggeft relief: And the mind is properly the man ; 
the fufferer, and his fafferings« can be diflingui(hed. 
Bat thofe diforders of paffion, by felzing diredly on 
the mind, attack human nature in itsrftrong hold, 
and cut off its laft refource. ^ They penetrate to the 
very feat of ienfation ; and convert all the powei-s of 
thought into inftruments of torture. 

Let us remarkj in the event that is now before us, 
the awful hand of God ; and admire his juiUce, in 
thus making the ftnner's onun nuukedntfi to rtpr^'ot 
hint, and bis hachfiidingi to correQ him* Scepticks 
re&ibii in vain againll the reality of divine govern* 
ment. It is not a fobjedl of difpute. it i^ a faA 
which carries the evidence of {&vSt^ and difplays it- 
felf before our e^ti. We fee the Almighty manifeftly 
pur/uing tbijinntr nuitb e^sU We fee him conne£ling 
with every fingle deviation from duty^ thofe (wounds 
of the fpirit which occafion the moft exquiiite tor* 
ment. He hath not merely promulgated his laws 
now^ and delayed the didribution of rewards and pu- 
nifhments until a future period of beijng. But the 
fan£lions of his laws already take place ; their effe^s 
appear ; and with fuch ki finite wifdom are they con- 
trived, as to require no other executioners of juflice 
againil th^ (inner, than his own guilty padlons. God 
needs not come forth from his fecret place, in order 
to bring him to puni(hment. He needs nox call thun- 
der down from the heavens, nor raife any minifter of 
wrath from the abyfs below. He, needs only fay, £- 
pbtaim is joined to bis idols ; Jet bim alont ; And, at that 
inftant, the finncr becomes his own tormentor. The 
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infernal fire begins^ of itfelf* to kindle within him. 
The worm that never dies, feizes on iiis heart. 

Let tts remark alio, from this example^ how im- 
perfedly we can j^idge from external appearances, 
concerning real happinefs or mifery. AIL Perfia, it 
is probable^ envied Haman as the happieft perfon in 
the empire ; while yet^ at the moment of which we 
now treat, there was not within its bounds, one more 
thoroughly wretched. We are feduced, and deceived 
hf that falfe glare which profperity femetimes throws 
around bad men. We are tempted to imitate their 
crimes, in order to partake of their imagined felicity. 
But remember Haman, and beware of the fnare. 
Think not, when you behold a pageant of grandeur 
diiplayed to public view, that you difcern the enfign 
of certain happinefs. In order to form any jufl con- 
clnfion, you mnft follow the great man into the re* 
tired apartment, where he lays afide his difguife*. 
You maH not only be able to penetrate into the inte- 
rior of families, bntyoumufl: have a faculty by which 
you can look into the infide of hearts^ Were you 
endowed with fuch a power, you would moft com* 
mooJy behold good men, in proportion to their gooj- 
nefs, fatisfied and eafy ; you^woul behold atrocious 
iinners, always re (lie fs and unhappy.. 

Unjuft are our complaints, of the promifcuous dis- 
tribution made by Providence, of its favours among 
men. From fuperficial views fuch complaints arife. 
The dillribution of the goods of fortune, indeed, may 
often be promifcuous; that is, difproportioned to the 
moral charafters of men ; but the allotment of real 
happinefs is never fo. For to the *wicktd tbire is no 
peaci* Tbty are like the troubled fea luhen it cannot 
refi^ ^bey travel wth ^ain all tbeir days. Trouble 
F 4 ^'*d 
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anJ anguip pre^vail againft them. Terrors male them 
afraid cm every fide. J drtadful found it in their ears\ 
and they art in great fear where no fear it. — Hitherto 
we have confidered Haman under the charader of a 
very wicked man, tormented by cnminal paifions* 
Let as now confider him, merely as a child of fortune, 
a pro/perous man of the world ; and proceed to ob- 
fervc, 

ir. How unavailing world fy profperity is, fince, \n 
the midtl of it, a fingle difappointment ts fufficient to 
embitter all its pleafures. We might at firft imagine, 
that the natural tfk6i of profperity would be, to dif- 
fofe over the mind a prevaiHng fatisfa£tion, which 
the leiTer evils of life coald not ruffle or difturb. We 
might expe6t, that as one in the full glow of healthy 
defpifes the ir^clemency of weather ; fo one in poiTef- 
fion of all the advantages of high power and (lation* 
fhould difregard flight injuries ; and, at perfed eafe 
within himfelf, (hould view, rn the moft favourable 
light, the behaviour of others around him. Such ef- 
fects would indeed foHow, if worldly profperity con- 
tained in itfelfthe true principles of human felicity. 
But as it pofTefTes them not, the very revcrfe of thofe 
confcqucnccs generally obtains. Profperity debilitates, 
inftead of ftrengthening the mind. Its moft common 
effefl is, to create an extreme fenfibility to the flighted 
wound. It foments impatient defires ; and raifes ex- 
peftations which no faccefs can fatisfy. It fofters a 
falfe delicacy, which fickens in the midft of indul- 
gence. By repeated gratrfication, it blunts the feel- 
ings of men to what is pleafing : and leaves them un- 
happily acute to whatever is uneafy. Hence, the gale 
which another would fcarceJy feel, is, to the profpe- 
rous, a r^de tempeft. Hence, the rofe-leaf doubled 

below 
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below them on the conchy as is told of the effeminate 
Sybarite^ breaks their reft. Hence, the difrefpeft 
fhown by Mordecai, preyed with fuch violence dn the 
heart of Haman. Upon no principle of reafon can 
we aflign a fufiicient caufe for all the didrefs which 
this incident occafioned to him. The caafe lay not 
in the external incident. It lay within himfelf ; it 
arofc from a mind diftempcrcd by profperity. 

Let this example corredt th&t blind eagernefs^ with 
which we rafh to the chace of worldly greatnefs and 
honours. I fay not^ that it fhould altogether divert 
as from purfuing them ; fin'cc, when enjoyed with 
temperance and wifdom, they may doabtlefs both en* 
hrge our utility, and contribute to our comfort. But 
let it teach U3 not to over- rate them. Let it convince 
US, that unlefs we add to them the necefTary correc- 
tives of piety and virtue, they are, by themf elves, 
more likely to render us wretched, than to make us 
happy, 

iLtti the memorable fate of Haman fuggeff to us 
alfo, how often, beiides corrupting the mind, and en« 
gendering internal mifcry, they lead us among preci- 
pices, and betray us. into rain.. At the moment 
when fortune feemed to fmile upon him, with the 
moft fcrene and fettled afped, (he was digging 'in fe- 
cret the pit for his fall. Profperity was weaving 
around his head the web of deftruftion*. Succefs in- 
flamed his pride; pride- increafed his t hi rft of re- 
venge ; the revenge which, for the fake of one man^ 
he thought to execute on a.whole nationi incenfcd 
the QMaeen ; and he is doomed to fuffer the fame 
death which he had prepared for Mdrdecar. — -Had 
Haman remained in a private flatlon, he might have 
arrived at a peaceable old age. He miglit have been; 
F 5 I ihail 
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1 (hall not fay, a good or a happy man, yet probably 
far lefs guilty, and lefs wretched, than when placed 
at the head of the grcatcfl empire in the Eaft. fVho- 
AnoiAjetb ivbat is good for man in this life^ aU the days 
of his ^ain lift, tvhi^h hffptndetb as ajhado'w f 

An extensive contemplation of human affairs^ will 
Jead us to this conclufion. That among the different 
conditions and ranks of men, the balance of happi* 
nth is preferved in a great meafare equal ; and that 
the high and low, the rich and the poor, approach, 
in point of real enjoyment, much nearer to each other« 
than is commonly imagined. In the lot of man, mu* 
tual compenfations, both of pleafure and of pain, 
univerfally uke place. Providence never intended, 
that any flate here ihould be either completely happy, 
of entirely miferable. If the feelings of pleafure are 
more numerous, and more lively, in the higher de- 
partments of life, fuch alfo are thofe of pain. If great- 
nefs flatters our vanity, it multiplies our dangers. If 
opulence increafes our gratifications, it increafes, in 
the fame proportion, our defires and demands. If tbe 
poor are confined to a more narrow circle, vet within 
that circle lie moil of thofe natural fatisfadions, 
which, after all the refinements of art, are found to 
be the moft genuine and true. In a date, therefore^ 
where there is neither fo much to be coveted on the 
one hand, nor to be dreaded on the other, as at £rfl 
appears. How fubmifllve ought we to be to the difpo* 
fal of Providence! How temperate in our defires and 
purfuits ! How much more attentive to prefervc our 
virtue, and to improve our minds, than to gain the 
doubtful and equivocal advantages of worldly prof-* 

per^ty-! But now, laying afide the confideratlon 

^i Hainan's great crimen; laying afide his high prof. 

perity ; 
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perity ; triewipg him £mply as a man^ let os obfervc, 
from his hiftoxy, 

III. How weak haman nature is, which, in theab* 

Toflce of real, is thas prone to create to itfelf imagi* 

nary woes. jIU tbh a^vailttb me natbing^Jo Ung oi I 

fit Mordecai tht ']e^ fitting at tb$ King*s gati. ■ 

What was it« O Haman ! to thee, though Mordecai 

had continoed to fit there, and negleded to do thee 

homage ? Would the banquet have been on that ac* 

count the lefs magnificent, thy palace lefii fplendid, 

or thy retinue lefs numerous I Could the difrefpc^ 

of an obfcure flranger difhonoiir the favourite of a 

niighty King ? In the mid ft of a thoufand fubmiffive 

courtiers, was one fullen countenance an obje£k v/or- 

thy of drawing thy notice, or of troobling thy repofe ? 

--^Alas I in Haman we behold too juft a pidure of 

what often pafies within ourfelves. We never know 

what it is to be longateafe. Let the world ceafe 

from changing around us. Let external things keep 

that iitoation in which we moft wi/h them to remain ; 

yet fomewhat from within (hall foon arife, to diflurb 

our happinefs. A Moniecai appears, or Teems to ap. 

]^^T, fitting at tbe gate. Some vexation, which our 

^ncy has either entirely created, or at leafl ha^ unrea- 

fonably aggravated, corrodes us infecret ; and until 

that be removed, all that we enjoy availethus notbing. 

Thus, while we are incefiantly complaining of the 

vanity and the ei^tls of human life, we make that va« 

nity, and we increafe thofe evils. Unfltilled in the 

art of extracting happinefs from the objedls around ' 

US, our ingenuity' folely appears in converting them > 

into miftry. 

Let it not be thought, that troubles of this kind 
are incident only to the great and the mighty. The* 

they. 
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they, perhaps, from the iivtempcrancc of their pal^ 
fions, are peculiarly expofed to them ; yet the difeafe 
itfelf belongs to human nature, and fpreads through 
all ranks. In the humble, and fccnjingly quiet fhade 
of private life, difcontent broods over its imaginary 
forrows j preys upon the citixen, no left than upoft 
the coortier ; and often no»ri(hes pailions, equally 
malignant in the cottage and in the palace. Having 
once feized the mind, it fpreads its own gloom over 
every furroundtng objefl ; it every where fearcbesbut 
materials for itfelf; and in no .diredion more fre- 
quently enopJoys its unhappy a£livity, than in creat* 
iBg diviiioDS amongil mankind, and in magnifying 
flight provocations into mortal injurres* Thofe felf- 
created miferies, imaginary In the caufe, but real in 
tk^ (tifiering, will be found to form a proportion o^ 
human evils, not inferior, either in feverity or ii> 
number, to all that we endure from the unavoidable 
cflamities of life. In fituaiions where much comfort 
might be enjoyed, this man's fuperiority, and that 
man's n^gled, our jealoufy of a friend, oar hatred of 
a rival, an imagined affront, or a midaken point of 
honour, allow us no repofe^ Hence,^difcord& in fa^ 
mijies,, ai)imoAtie8 among friends, and wars among 
nations^ Hence, Haman miferable in the midll of 
all that greatnefs coald beflow. Hence, multitudes, 
in tht nK>fl bbfcure iUtions, for whom Providence ^ 
fecmed to have prepared a quiet life, no lefs eager in 
their petty broils, nor lefs tormented by their paflions^ 
than if princely honours were the; .pr.ize for which 
they cpntended. 

From this train of ob(ervatk)n> which the Text 
has fuggeiled, can he avoid refle£ling upon the difor« 
der in which human nature plainly appears at prefent 

to 
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to lie ? We have beheld, in Haman, the pidore of 
tliat misery which arifes from evil pafTions ; of that 
onbappineis which is incident to the higheft profpe- 
Hty ; of that difcontent, which is common to t^trf 
ftate; Whether we confider him as a bad mao« a pro^- 
peroas man, or fimply as a man» in every light we be^ 
hold reafoQ too weak for paffion. This is the foarce 
of the reigning evil ; this is the root of the univerfal 
difeafe. The Hory of Haman only H^ows us, what 
ho man nature has too generally appeared to be 
in every age. Hence, when we read the hiftory of 
nations, what do we read but the hillory of the follies 
and crimes of men? We, may dignify thofe recorded 
tranfa^ions, by calling them the intrigues of flatef- 
fflen, and the exploits of conquerors; but they are. 
in truth, no other than the eForts of difconcent to 
efcape from its mifery, and the firuggles of con- 
tending paeons among unhappy men. The hiftory 
of mankind has been a continued tragedy ; the world, 
a great theatre exhibiting the fame repeated fcene, of 
the folHes of men fhooting forth into^uilt, and of 
the paffions of men fermenting, by a quick procefs, 
into mifery. 

But can we believe,' that the nature of man came 
forth in this flate from the hands pf its gracipus Cre- 
ator ? Did he frame this world, and (lore it with in* 
habitarots, folely that it might be replenilhed with 
crimes and misfortunes P—^In the moral, as well as in 
the natural world, we may plainly difcern the figns 
of fome violent convjilfion, which has (battered the 
original workmanfhip of the Almighfy. Amidft this 
wreck of human nature, traces fti 11 remain which in- 
dicate its Author. Thofe high powers Of confciencc 
and reafon, that capacity for happincf*, that ardour 

or 
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of enterprize, that glow of affedion^ which ofteA 
break through the gloom of human vanity and guilty 
are like the fcattered columns^ the broken arches, 
and defaced fculptures of fome fallen temple, whofe 
ancient fplendour appears amidft its ruins* So con- 
fpicuons in human nature are thofe chara&ers, both 
of a high origin and of a degraded date, that, by ma- 
ny religious fedls throughout the earth, they have 
been feen and CQnfefled. A tradition ff^ms to have 
pervaded almo/t all nations, that the haman race had 
either through fome offence forfeited, or through fome 
misfortune loft, that Nation of primaeval honour which 
they once pofTeiTed. But while, from this doflrine, 
ill nnderllood, and involved in many fabulous tales, 
the nations wandering in Pagan darknefs could draw 
no confeqaences that were juil ; while, totally igno- 
rant of the nature of the difeafe, they fought in vain 
for the remedy ; the fame divine revelation^ which 
has inforoied. us in what manner our apoftacy arofe, 
from the abufe of our rational powers, has inftruded 
us alfo how we may be reilored to virtue and to hap- 
pinefs. 

Let us, therefore, Audy to improve the afSilance 
which this revelation aiFords, for the reiloration of 
our nature, and the recovery of our felicity. With 
humble and grateful miods, let us apply to thofe me- 
dicinal fprings which it hath opened, for curing the 
diforders of our heart and paiSons. In this view, let 
us, with reverence, look up to that Divine Perfon* 
age, who defcended into this world, on purpofe to be 
the light and the life of men : who came, in the ful- 
ncfs of grace and truth, to repair the defolafions of 
many generations, to reftore order among the works 
of God, and to raife up a new earth, and new hea<vent, 

wherein 
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•wbiretM rigbiiou/m/s JhouU dvaillfor evir. Under his 
toidon let as put oarfelves ; and» amidd the ftorms 
ofpaffion to which we are here expofed, and the flip. 
pery paths which we are left to tread, never truft 
prefumptaoafly to cor own underftanding. Thank- 
ful that a Heavenly Condudof vouchfafes his aid, 
let us earneftly pray« that from him may defcend di- 
vine light to guide our fteps, and divine flrength to 
fortify our minds. Let us pray, that his grace may 
keep us from all intemperate paiSons, and miilakcn 
pnrfuits of plcafure ; that whether it ihall be his will 
to give or to deny us earthly profperity, he may blefi 
Qswith, a calm, a found, and well-regulated mind ; 
may give as moderation in fuccefs, and fortitude 
onder difappoiotment; and may enable os fo to take 
warning from the crimes and mlferies of others, as 
to efcape the fnares of guilt. 

While we thus maintain a due dependence on 
God, let us alfo ^xert ourfeives with care in adiing 
our own part. From the whole of what has been faid, 
this important inilrufiion arifes. That the happinefs 
of every man depends more upon the ftate of his own 
mind, than upon any one external circumftance; 
nay, more than upon all external things put toge- 
iHer. We have feen, that inordinate paifions are the 
great difturbers of life ; and that, unlefs we pofTefs a 
good confcience, and a well-governed mind, difcon- 
tent will blaft every enjoyment ; and the higheft 
profpcrity will prove only difguifed mifery. Fix 
then this conclofion in your minds, that the deftruc- 
Gon of your virtue, is the dellrudtion of your peace* 
Ketp thy heart wftb all Mligence j govern it with the 
greateft care ; /or out of it are iffues of life. In no 
ft«tio0j in no period, think yourfelves fccure from 
* the 
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the dangers which fpring from your paffions. ■ 
Every age, and every ftation, they befet ; from 
youth .to grey hairs, and from the peafant to the 
prince. 

At your firft fetting out in life, efpecially, when 
yet unacquaitited with the world and its fnares, when 
every pleafure enchants with its fmile, and every ob- 
jcdt ihines with the glofs of novelty ; beware of the 
fcducing appearances which furround you, and recoi- 
led what others have fufFered from the power of 
beadftrong defire. U you allow any paffion^ even 
though it be^ efteemed innocent, to acquire an abfo- 
lute afcendant, your inward peace will be impaired; 
But if any, which has the taint of guilt, take early 
pofTeilion of your mind, you may date from that mo- 
ment the ruin of your tranquillity. Nor with the 
fcafon of youth does the peril end. To the impetuo* 
fity of youthful defire, fucceed the more fober, but 
no lefs dangerous, attachments of advancing years ; 
when the paffions which are comiefted with intered 
and ambition begin their reign, and too frequently 
extend their malignant influence, even over thofe 
periods of life which ought to be mod tranquil. 
From the iirfl to the laft of man's abode on earth, thc' 
difcipline muft never be relaxed, of guarding the 
heart from the dominion of pafllon. Eager paffions, 
and violent defires, were not made for -man. They 
exceed his fphere. They find no adequate objcfts 
on earth ; and of c urfe can bfe produAivc of no- 
thing but mifery. The certain confcquence of in- 
dulging them is, that there (hall^ome an evil day, 
when the anguifh of difappointment fhaU drive us 
to acknowledge, that all which we enjoy avaiiitb 
us nothing, 

Yoa 
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You are not to imagine^ that the warnings which 
I have given in this difcoarfe, are applicable only to 
the cafeof foch fignal offenders as he Ivas, of whom 
the Text treats. Think not« as I am afraid too 
many do, that, beeaufe your paflions have not hur- 
ried you into atrocious deeds, they have therefore 
wrought no mifchief, and have left no fting behind 
them. By a continued feries of loofe, though ap/> 
parently trivial, gratifications, the heart is often as 
thoroughly corrupted, as by the commiiiion of any 
one of thofe enormous crimes which fpring from 
great ambition, or great revenge. Habit gives the 
paillons ilrength, while the abfence of glaring guilt 
feemingly juflifies them ; and, unawakened by remorfe, 
the finner proceeds in his courfe, till he wax bold in 
guilt, and become ripe for ruin. For, by gradual 
and latent fteps, the deilruftion of our virtue ad* 
vances. Did the evil unveil itfelf at the beginning ; 
did the ftorm which is to overthrow our peace, dif- 
Cover, as it rofe, all its^ horrors, precautions would 
more frequently be taken againft it. But we are im- 
perceptibly betrayed ; and from one licentious at- 
tachment, one criminal paffion, are, by a train. of 
confequences, drawn on to another, till the govern- 
ment of our minds is irrecoverably loft. The entic- 
ing and the odious paifions are, in this refpe£t, fimi- 
lar in their procefs ; and, though by different roads, 
conduaat 1 aft to the fame ilTue. David, when he 
^t& beheld Bathfheba, did not plan the death of 
Uriah. Haman was not delivered up all at once to^ 
the madnefs of revenge. His paffion s rofe with the 
rifing tide of profperity ; and pride completed what 
profperity began. What was originally no more 
than difpleafure at Mordecai's difrefpe^^, incrcafed 

with 
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with every invitation he received to the banquet of 
the Queen ; till it impelled him to devift the flaugh* 
ter of a whole nation^ and ended in a degree of rage, 
which confounded his reafon^ and hurried him to 
rttin. In this manner, every criminal paffion, in its 
progrefs, fwells and blackens ; and what was at firft 
a fmall cload, fuch as the Prophet^s fervant faw, 
no bigger than a moM^i hand rifing from tbt Sia, i 
Kings xviii. 44* is foon found to carry the temped ia^ 
its womb« 



SERMON VIII. 



On our loffORANCi of Good and Evil in thil 
Life. 

Eg CLE a* vi. it. 

Wh howiti nubut h good fir man in tbis life, all thi 
daj$ ofbiitiain life, ntihicb be fp9ndetb ai ajba* 
dwaf 

TH £ meafure according to which knowledge is 
difpenfed to man, affords confpiciious proofs 
of divine wifdom. In many inftances we clearly per- 
ceive, that either more or lefs would, have proved 
detrimental to his ftate ; that entire ignorance would 
have deprived him of proper motives to adion ; and . 
that complete difcovery would have raifed him to a 
fphere too high for his prefent powers. He is, there- 

fore. 



^^ 
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foft, permicted to knrw m/j in part ; and u /a 
through a glafs^ darkly. He is left in that ^te of 
conjedure, and partial information, wbicbj tlumgh 
it may occafionally fubjed him to diftrefs, yet, on 
the whole, conduces moft to his improvement ; which 
a£ords him knowledge fuffident for the pnrpofes of 
virtue, and of adive life, without difturbing the 
operations of his mind, by a light too bright and 
dazzling. This evidently holds, with refpeA to that 
degree of obfcurity which now covers the great laws 
of Nature, the decrees of the Supreme Being, the 
fiate-of the in vifible world, the future events of our 
own life, and the thoughts and defign* which pafs 
within the breaifts of others. Vid. Ssau. IV. 

But there is an ignorance of another kind, with 
refped to which the application of this remark may 
appear more dubious ; the ignorance under which 
men labour concerning their happinefs in the prefent 
life, and the means of attaining it. If there be foan* 
dation for Solomon's complaint in the Text, nuh^ 
knvweth mihat is good for man in this lift ? this confe* 
qaence may be thought inevitably to follow. That 
the dajs of his life mull be nsaiu in every fcnfe ; not 
Only becaufe they are fleeting, but becaufe they arc 
empty too, like the Jhadow, For, to what purpofe 
are all his labours in the purfuit of an objed, which 
it is not in his power to difcover or afccrtaio ?— Let 
us then ferioufly enquire, what accouj)t can be given - 
of our prefent ignorance, refpefting what is good for 
us in this life ; whether nothing be left, but only to 
waiider in uncertainty amidfl this darknefs, and to 
lament it as the fad confequence of our fallen flate; 
or whether fuch inftruftions may not be derived from 
it, as give ground for acknowledging, that by thi?, 
as by all its othej^ appointments, the wifdom of Pro- 

vidcnc^ 
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vidence brings real good oot of ieeming evil. I (hall, 
in order, to determine this point, £rft, ehdeavoor 
to tllaftrate the dodrine of the Text, That we know 
not, or at mod know imperfectly, 'what is good for 
MS im this lifo : Khali next explain the caufes to which 
this defe£t in oor knowledge is owing: And then 
fhall (bow the purpofes which it was intended to 
ierve, and the effedVs which it ought to produce on 
bar conduct 

The whole hiftorjr of mankind feems a comment 

on the do6lrine of the Text. When we review the 

courfe of haman affairs, one of the firft objefls which 

every where -actra^s our notice, is, the miftaken 

judgment of men concerning thei^own intereft. That 

/ore evil, which Solomon long ag(> remarked with 

refpedl to riches, of their being hft by the owners 

thereof to their hurt, takes place equally with refpeft- 

to dominion and power, and 'all the fplendid obje£ks 

and high flations of lifc/ We every day behold men 

climbing, by painful fteps, to tifat dangerous height, 

which, in the end, renders their fall more fevere, 

and their ruin more ^Qnfpicuous* But it is not'ta 

high nations, that the doctrine of the Text is limited. 

In the crimes by which too often thefc are gained, 

and in the misfortunes which they afterwards bring 

forth, the greater part of every audience may think 

themfelves little concerned. Leaving fach themes, 

therefore, to the poet and the hiftorian, let us come 

nearer to ourfelves, and furvey the ordinary walk of 

life. 

Around us, . we every where behold a bufy multi- 
tit.de. Reftlefs and uneafy in ^heir prefent fituation, 
they are- inceflantly employed in accompUffiing a 
change of it ; and^, as foon as their wi(h is fulfilled, 



S. Vin. GW and Evil in this Lift. 1 1 j 

we.difcehi, by their behaviour, that they are a» 
diSatisBed as they were before. Where they expeft* 
ed to have found a paradife^ they find a defert. The 
man of bufinefs pines tor leifare. The leifure for 
which he had longed, proves an irkfome gloom ; 
and, through want of employment, he langui(hefl« 
fickeas, and dies. The man of retirement fancies 
no ftate to be fo happy, as that of adive life. But 
he has not engaged long in the tumults and contefts 
of the world^ until he finds caufe to look back with 
regret on the calm hours of his former privacy and 
retreat. Beauty, wit, eloquence, and fame, are 
^agerlf defired by perfons in every rank of life. 
They are the parent's fondeft wifli for his child ; the 
ambition of the young and the admiration of the old. 
•And yet, in what numberlefs in dances have they 
proved, . to thofe who poficfled them, no other than 
ihining fnares^ fedudlions to vice, infiigations to 
folly, and in the end, fources of mifery ? Comfort- 
ably might their days have pafTed, had they been lefs 
^onfpicuous. But the diflin&ions which brought 
them forth to notice, conferred fplendour, and with- 
drew happinefs. \ Long life is, of all others, the moll 
general, and feemingly the mofi innocent, objefl of 
defire. With rpfpetl to this too, we fo frequently 
«rr, that it would have been a bleffing to many to 
have had therr wiih denied. There was a period, 
when they might have quitted the ftage with honour, 
and in pface. But by living too long, they outlived 
their reputation ; outlived their family, their friends, 
and comforts ; and reaped nothing from the conti- 
nuance of days, except to feci the . preflure of aige, 
to taile the dregs^of life, and to behold a wider com- 

pafsofhu4nann;iTrery. . 

^ " Man 
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Man nvalketff in a *vainjhn'w. His fears are often 
as vain as his wiflies* As what flattered him in ex« 
p<!£lacion, frequently wounds him in poll^flidn ; fo 
the event to which he looked forward with an anx- 
ious and fearfal eye, has often^ when it arrived^ laid 
its terrors afide ; nay, has brought in its train onex- 
. peded bleffings. Both good and evil are beheld at a 
diftance, through a perfpedive which deceives. The 
colours of objefts when nigh, are entirely different 
from what thty appeared, when they were viewed in 
futority. ' 

Thb fa6l then being undoubtedly certain, that it 
is common for men to be deceived in their profpeds 
of happinefs, let us next enquire into the caufes of 
that deception. Let us attend to thofe -peculiar cir- 
cbmftances in our Hate, which render us fuch incom- 
petent judges of future good or evil in this life. 

Firft, We are not fufficiently acquainted with our- 
felves, to forefee our future feelings. ' We judge by 
the fen rations of the prefent moment: and, in the 
fervour of defire, pronounce confidently concerning 
thfe defirid objeQ:. But we refled not, that our 
minds,' like our bodies, undergo great alteration from 
the iituations into which they are thrown, and the 
progreffive ftages of life through which they pafs. 
Hence, concerning any condition which is yet un- 
tried, we conjecture with much uncertainty. In ima* 
gination we carry our prefent wants, inclinations, 
and fenttnnents, intojheflate of life to which we^ 
afpire. But no fooner have we entered on it, than 
our fentiments and inclinations change* New wants 
and defires arife ; new objects are required to gratif]^ 
them V 'Sind by confequence our old diflatisfadion re- 
turns, and the void, which was to havt been £]Ied, 
remains as great as it was before. 

But, 



S. Vni. Good and Evil in this Lift. 1 19 

Bat« next, fappoiing oar knowledge of onrfelvet 
faffictent to direct as in the choice of happinefs, yet 
MM we are liable to err, from dur ignorance of the 
connexions which fubfifl. between oor own conditioa 
and that of others. No individaal can be happy^ 
anlefs the circnmftances of thofe around htm be (6 
adjnfled as to confpire with his intereft. For> in ha* 
man (bciety^ no happinefs or mifery ftands oncon* 
neXed and independent. Oar fortunes are interwo- 
ven by threads innomerable. We touch one another 
on all Jdes. One man's misfortune or foccefs» his 
wifdom CM* his folly» often « by its confeqoences, 
reaches through multitudes. Such a fyilem is Air too 
complicated for our arrangement. It reqaires ad- 
jdftments beyond our (kill aad power. It is a chaos 
of events, into which our eye cannot pierce; and is 
capable of regulation, only by him who perceives at 
one glance therelation of each to all. 

Farther, As we are ignorant of the events which 
will arife from the combination- of our circumftances 
with thofe of others, (6 we are equally ignorant of 
the influence which the prefent tranfadlions of our 
life may have upon thofe which are future. The im- 
portant qiiieflion is not. What is good for a man one 
day ; but what is good for him all the days of hii hfe f 
Not, what will yield him a few fcattered pleafures ; 
biit what will render his life happy on the whole 
amount ? And is he able to anfwer that quedion, 
who knoweth not what one day may bring forth ; who 
cannot tell, whether the events of it may not branch 
out into'confequences, which will alTume a direftion 
quite oppofite to that in which they fet forth, and 
fpread themfelves over all his life to come ? There is 
not any prefent moment that is unconneficd with 

fome 
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fome ffltnrc one. The life of every man is a conti- 
nued chain of incidents^ each link of which hangs 
upon the former. The tranfition from caufc to effed, 
from event to event, is often carried on by ftcrct 
ftepst which our forelight cannot divine/ and our fa* 
gacity is unable to trace. Evil may> at fome future 
period, bring forth gpod ; and good may bring forth 
evil, both equally uncxpefted. Had the Patriarch, 
Jofeph, continued to loiter under his father's fond 
indulgence, he might have lived an obfcure and in- 
fignificant life. From the pit and the prifon, arofc 
the incidents which made him the ruler of £gypt» 
and the faviour of his father's houfe. 

Laftly, Suppofing evtry other incapacity to be re- 
moved, our ignorance of the dangers to which our 
fpiritualftate is expofed, would dtfqualify us forjudg- 
ing foundly concerning our true happinefs. Higher 
interefts, than thofe of the prefent world; arc noy 
depending. AU^that is done or fuiFcred by us here, 
ultimately refers to that immortal world, for which 
good men are trained up, under the care of an Al- 
mighty Parent. We arc as incompetent judges of 
the meafures neceflary to be purfued for this end, as 
children are, of the proper condu£t t<^ be held in their 
education. We forefee the dangers of our fpiritual, 
ilUl (efs than we d9 thofe of our natural ftate ; be- 
caufe we are lefs attentive to trace them. We are 
dill more expofed to vice than to mifery ; becau(e 
the confidence which we place in our virtue, is 
yet worfe founded than that which we place in our 
\ wifdom. Can you eileem him-profperous, who is ' 
raifed to. a iicuation which flatters his paffions, bat 
which corrupts his principles, diforders his temper, 
imd, finally, overfets his virtue? In the ardour of 

purfuit, ^ 
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jMirfoit, how little arc th«fc tSt&A forefeen f And 
yet, kow often are they accompHflied, by a change 
of cooditioD ? Latent corruptions are called' forth ; 
feeds of gailt. are ({aickened into life ; a growth of 
crimes arifes, which, had it not been for the fatal 
culture of profperity, would never have feen the light. 
How often is man, boaftful as he is of reafon . merely 
the creature of his fortune; formed, and moulded, 
by the incidents of his life I — Hazael, when yet a 
private man, detefted the thoughts of cruelty. Thorn 
jbahjl^ the young men <witb tbefword, faid the Pro- 
phet : 7bouJhalt dajb the children^ and rip uf the wo* 
men with child. Is thj/ervant a dog, replied Hazael, 
that hefoould do the/e things ? But no (boner was he 
cloathe4 with the coveted purple, than it Teemed to 
taint hb nature. He committed the crimes, of 
which, at a diftance, he believed himfelf incapable; 
and became the bloody tyrant, whofe charader hit 
foul once abhorred. 2 Kings viii. 12, 13. 

Such then at prefent is man ; thus incapable of 
pronouncing with certainty concerning his own good 
or evil. Of futurity be difccros Kttle ; and even that 
little he febs through a cloud. Ignorant of the alte* 
ration which his fentiments and defires will undergo 
from new fituations in life ; ignorant of the confe- 
qnences which will follow from the combination of 
his circumftances with tfaofe of others around him; 
ignorant of the influence which the prefent may have 
on the future events of his life; ignorant of the ef- 
hSi which a change of condition may produce, oft 
his moral character, and his eternal interefls ; how 
can he know fwhat is good for him all the days of hii 
wain lifOf ivhich he Jpendeth as ajhadow f 

Inftead of only lamenting this ignorance, let us, 
in the laft place, coniider how it ought to be im- 

VoL.L G f^°" 
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proved ; whit duties it fuggefts, and what wife ends 

it N.as int' ').!*'d by Providence to promote. 

I. Ln . t) i^ d'jttrine teach us to proceed with cau- 
tion »\-'^-:' V i»i*pfdion, through a world where evil 
fo fre/i'cnt.y kirks under the form oF good. To be 
huinbi'^ ni nivjdeft \\i i.piiiion, to be vigilant and^at* 
teiitive i'. c^VL': jct, to diibi'fl fair appearances, and 
to refh..n ra'li dcilres, are iinhuftions which the 
darKnt fii ol m r preicnt Hate Ihould Itrongly inculcate. 
God h;irh appointed our fituation to be fo ambigu- 
ousj in order both to call forth the exertion c^tbofe 
intel!i;^ent powers which he hath given us, and to 
enforce oar dependence on his gracious aid. // // 
not in man that njoa'keth^ to d reQ his fteps* Sur* 
roundca '.vifh fo many bewildering paths, among 
which the wifell are reaJy to ilray, how earneftly 
Ihouid we im[ Iore,^and how thankfully (hquld we re- 
ceive, that divine illumination which is prom i fed in 
fcripture to the pious and the humble I The ficrat'of 
the Lord is <with them that fear him- He lAii II guide 
them ivitb his council. He ivill teach them the %vay that 
ihey Jhould chufe. But what miTft be the fate of him, 
who, amid^ ali the dangers attending human con- 
dud, neither looks up to Heaven for diredlion, nor 
properly exerts that reafon wihich'God hath given 
him ? :U to the mofl diligent enquirer, it provesfo 
difficult a taik to dillinguifli true good, from thofe 
fallacious appearances with which it is ever blended, 
how fhoyld he difcover it, who brings neither pa- 
tience nor attention to the ftarch ; who applies to 
no other counfellor than prcfent pleafure, and, with 
a ra(h and credulous mind, delivers himfelf up to 
every fuggeftion of defire ? 

This admonition i particularly dire£t to thofe, 
who are in a period of life too oftpn charaderized by 

forward 
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forward prefumption, and headlong purfuit. The 
felf-coQceit of the yoang, is the great fource of thofe 
dangers to which they are expofed ; and it is peculi- 
arly unfortunate, that the age which (lands noli la 
need of the counfel of the wife, Oiouki be the mo(l 
prone to contemn it. Confident in the opinions 
which they adopt, and in the meafures which tbey 
parfae, they feem as if they anderftood Solomon to 
fay, not, fVbo knonvetb, but. Who is ignorant of 
ntibat is good/or man all the days of bis life ? The 
blifs to be aimed at, is, ia their opinion, fully ap- 
parent. It is not the danger of miilake, but the fai- 
lore of fuccefs, which they dread. Adlivity to feize, 
not fagacity to difcern, is the only requifite which 
they value. — How long fliall it be, ere the fate of your 
predecefiors in the fame coarfe, teach you wifdom ? 
How long fliall the experience of all ages, continue 
to lift its voice to you in vain ? Beholding the ocean 
on which you arc embarked, covered with wreck% 
arc not thofe fatal figns fufficient to admonifh you of 
the hidden rock ? If, in paradife itfelf, there was a 
tree which bare fruit fair to the eye, but mortal in 
its eiFeds, how much more, in this fallen ftate, may 
fach decei>ring appearances be expedlcd to abound ! 
The whole ftate of Nature is now become a fcene of 
delufion to the fenfual mind. Hardly any thing is 
what it appears to be : And what Hatters mod*, is al- 
ways far theft from reality. There are voices which 
fing around you ; but whofe ftralns allure to ruin. 
There is a banquet fpread, where poifon is in every 
difli. There is a couch which invites you to repofe ; 
but to ilumber upon it, is death. Tn foch a fituation, 
he not bigbminded but fear. Let fobriety temper 
your unwary ardour. Let modefty check your rafh 
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frrefamption. Let wifdom be the offspring of re- 
fiedlioD Dow^ rather than the fruit of bitter experi- 
ence hereafter. 

ir. Let our ignorance of what is good or evil» cor- 
re£k anxiety about worldly foccefs. As rafhnefs W 
the vice of yoathj the oppofite extreme of immode- 
rate care is the vice of advancing years. The doc- 
trine which I have illuHrated, is equally adapted for 
checking both. Since we are fo often betrayed into 
evil, by the miHaken pur fait of good, care and atten- 
tion are requifite, both in forming our choice, and 
in condudUng our purfuit ; but fince our attention 
and care are liable to be fo often fruftrated, they 
ihould never be allowed to deprive us of tranquillity. 

The ignorance in which we are left concerning 
£Ood and evil, is not fuch as to fuperfede prudence 
in condu£l : For wifdom is itill. found to ex cd folly » 
us far as light excelUth darknefs. But it is that de» 
gree of uncertainty, which ought to render os tem- 
perate in purfuit ; which ought to calm the pertur- 
bation of hope and fear, and to cure the pain of anx- 
iety. Anxiety is the pqiibn of human life. It is the 
parent of many fins, and of more miferies. In a 
world where every thing is fo doubtful ; where you 
nay fucceed in your wi(h, and be miferable ; where 
you may be difappointed, and be bleft in the difap- 
pointment ; what means this refllefs f^ir and com- 
motion of mind ? Can your folicitude alter the 
courfe, or unravel the intricacy of human events \ 
Can your curiofity pierce through the cloud which 
the Supreme Being hath made impenetrable to mor- 
tail eye ?— To provide againft t.\txy apparent danger, 
by the employment of the mod promifing means, is 
the office of wifdcun. But at this point wifdom ilops. 

It 
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It commanda yoa to retire, after yoo have done aH 
that was incumbent on yoo, and to poiTefs yoar mini, 
in peace. By going beyond this point, by giving 
yoarfelves up to immoderate concern about unknowa 
events, yon caq do nothing te advance your fuccefs^ 
and you do much to ruin yoar peace. You plant 
within your breaft the thorn which is long to gall 
you. To the vanity of life,, you add a vexation of 
fpirit, which is wholly of your own creation, not of 
Divine appointment. For the dubious goods of thia 
world were hever defigned by God to raife fach eager 
attachment* They were given to man for his occa* 
fional refrefhment, not for his chief felicity. By fct- 
ting an exceflive value upon objcds which were in- 
tended only for your fecondary regard, you change' 
their nature. Seeking more fatisfadion from thent 
^an they are able to afford, you receive lefs thaa 
they might give. - From a miftaken care to fecure 
your happinefs,, you bring upon yooirfelves certain^ 
aifery. 

III. Let oof ignorance of good and evil, deter-r 
mine us to follow Providence, and to rcfign ourfelves 
to God. One of the moll important le/Tons which 
can be given to man, is rc^gnation to his Maker r 
Hnd nothing inculcates it more, than the experience 
ef his own inability to guide himfelf.---Vou know noc 
what is good for you, in the future periods of life. 
But God perfeftly knows it; and if you faithfully 
ferve him, yoo have reafon to believe that he will 
always^coniult it. Before him lies the whole fuccef- 
fion of events,^ which are fo fill. up your exiftence; 
It is in his power, to arrange and^niodel them at his' 
pleafure ; and fo to adapt one thing to another, as to 
fiilfil his- promife of making them all work together 
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for good t9 thofe *iiho Itrve him- Here tben^ amidft 
the agitations of defire, and the perplexities of doubts 
is one fixed point of reft. By this let us abide ; and 
dtfmifs our anxiety about things uncertain and un- 
known. Aqiaint your/el vts *u:itb God, and bt eSt 
peace. Secure the one thing needfuL Study to ac- 
quire an intcreft in the Divine favour: And you may 
Ijfely fuirender yourfelves lo the Divine admlni'* 
ftration. 

When crmpted t& repine at your conditiofi* refleft 
bow unccfiairt it is/vvhethcr you (hodd b five been 
happier in any other. Remembering the vanity of 
many of your former wifhes^ and the fallacy whicb 
)ou have To often experienced in your fchemei of 
happmef*, be thankful that you are placed under ft 
wirer dire^ion than your own- Be not coo particu« 
Ur in your petitions to Heaven, concerning your teir- 
poralinterpib* SofFer God to govern the fvorld ac- 
cording to bis own plan ; and only pray » that he 
would bt^ftcjw what his unening wifJom fees to bt 
beft for you on the whole. In a word, Cemmhy^ur 
IV ay unto the Lord. Trujt in lim and de gwd. Follow 
wbijrever his Frovideme lead*; comply with what- 
ever his wiil requirei ) and leave all the r<(l to kim. 

iV, Let our ignorance of what is good for oi iu. 
this life, prevent our taking any unlawful ilrp» in 
order to compafs our moll favourite defigns* Were 
the fmner bribed with any certain and unqueftion- 
able advantage; could the meatxs w^hich he employs 
enfure his fuceefs, and could that fuccefs enfure his 
comfort ; he might have feme apology to offer for 
deviating from the path of virtue. But the do^rine 
whi^h I have illuftrated, deprives him of all exQufe^ 
and places his folly in the moll ftriking light. He 

climbs 
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cHmbs the deep rocki and treads on the tdgi^ of a 
precipice, in order to catch a fhadow. He has C2u/e 
to dread, not only the uncertainty of the tvent which 
he wifhes to accompliih, but the nature aifo uf that 
event when acc6mpli(hed. He is not only liable to 
that difappointment of fuccefs, which fo often fruf- 
trates all the deflgos of men ; but liable to a difap* 
pointment ftill more cruel/ that of being faccefaful 
and miferable at once. Riches and pleafures are the 
chief temptations-to criminal deeds, yet thofe riches, 
when obtained, may very pofiibly overwhelm him 
with unforefeen miferles. Thofe plcafnres may cut 
ihort his health and life. And is it for fuch doubtful 
and fallacious rewards, that the deceiver fills his 
Biouth with lies, the friend betrays his benefador, 
the apoftate renounces his faith, and the aiTaEin co- 
vers himfelf with blood ? 

Whoever commits a crime, incurs a certain evil, 
for a moft uncertain good. What will turn to his 
advantage in the courfe of this life he cannot with 
any aflur^nce know* But this he may know, with 
full certainty, that by breaking the Divine com- 
mandments he will draw upon his head that difplea- 
furc of the Almighty which fhall cru(h him for ever. 
The advantages of this world, even when innocently 
gained, are uncertain bleffings ; when obtained by 
criminal means, they carry a curfe in iheir bofom* 
To the virtuous, they are often no more than cbafF. 
To the guilty, they are always poifon. 

V» L^T our imperfe£l knowledge of what is good 
or evil, attach us the more to thofe few things, con- 
cerning which there can be no dotibt of their being 
truly good. Of temporal things which belong to 
this ciafs^ the catalogue^ it muft be confcffed, is 
G 4 fmallr 
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fmall. Perhaps the chief worldly good wc flioald 
wifli to enjoy, is a found mind in a found body. 
Health and peace, a modera(j& fortune, and^ a few 
friends, fum up all the undoufbted articles of tempo- 
ral felicity. Wife was the man who addrefled this 
prayer to God ; Remote yarfr&m me ^tiniij and it en 
Give me neither po*verty nor riches. Feed me tmth/ood 
convenient for me. Left I he full and deny tbee^ and 
fay fwho is the Lord? or left I he poor and fteal, and 
take the name of my God in wain. Prov. xxx. 8, 9. 
He whofe wilhes, refpeding the poffeffions of this 
world, are the mod reafonable and bounded, is likely 
to lead the fafeft, and for that reafon, the moft de* 
firable life. By afpfiring too high we frequently miia 
the happinef<, which by a lefs ambiciotis aim» we 
might have gained. High happinefs on earth is ra- 
ther a pidnre which the imagination forms, than a 
reality which man is allowed to poffcf*. 

But with regard to fpiritual felicity, we are not 
confined to fuch humble views.' Clear and determi* 
uate objefts are propofed to our purfuit; and fuH 
fcope is given to the moft ardent dcfire. The for- 
givenefs of our fins, and the afliftanpe of God's hoty 
grace to guide our life ; >-the improvfment of our 
minds, in knowledge and wifdom,. in piety and vir- 
tue J the proteftion and favour of the great Father 
of all, of the bleffed Redeemer of mankinid, and of 
the Spirit of fandification and comfort ; thefe are ob- 
je^Sls in the purfuit of which there is no room for he- 
fitaiion and diftruft, nor any ground for the queftion 
in my Text, H bo inonveth wahat is good fir man ?" 
Had* Providence fpread an equal obfcurity over hap- 
pinefs of every kind, we might have had.fome rea- 
iwn to complain of the vanity of our condition. But 
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wc are not left to fo hard a fate. The Son of God 
liach defcended from heaven, to be the Light of th$ 
^orld. He hath removed that veil which covered 
true bli(s from the fearch of wandering mortals, and 
hath taught them the way which leads to lifc« 
Worldly enjoyments are ftjewn to be hollow and de- 
ceitful, with an exprefs intention to dirc6t their affec- 
tions towards thofe which are fpiritual. The fame* 
difcovcries which* diminifli the value of the one, fcrve 
to increafc that of the other. Finally, 

VI. Let our ignorance of what is good- or evil 
hcrebclow^ lead our thoughts and defires to a better 
world ♦ I have endeavoured to vindicate the wifdom 
of Providence, by (hewing the many ufeful purpofcs 
wliich this ignorance at prefent promotes. It fervcs 
10 check prefumption iihd raflinefs and to enforce a 
diligent exertion of our ratiftnal powers, joined with 
an humble dependence on Divine aid* It moderates 
^ger pafiions refpeding worldly fucce^. It incul- 
' cates refignation to thedifpofalof a Providence which ' 
^^ much wifer than man. It retrains os from em- 
ploying unlawful means, in order to coropafs our 
t«oft favourite defigns. It tends to attach us more 
clofely to thQfe things which are unqueftionably 
good. It is therefore fuch a degree of ignorance as • 
Aiits the prefent circumflances of man better than- 
more complete information concerning good and ^ 
evil. 

At the fame time, the caofes which render this ob-- 
fcurity necelTary, too plainly indicate a broken and 
corrnpted^ ftate of human nature. They fhew this' 
life to be a (late'of trial. They fuggell the ideas of 
a land of pilgrimage, not of the houfe of reft. Low 
minded and bafe is he, who aipires to no higher 
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portion ; who could be fatisfied to fpend his whole 
exigence, in chaiing thofe treacherous appearances of 
goody which fo often mock his purfuit. What (ha- 
dow can be more vain than ihe life of the greated 
part of mankind ? OF all that eager and baftting 
crowd which we behold on the earth, how few difco- 
vcr the path of true happinefs ? How few can we 
find, whofe adivity has not been mifemployed, and 
whofe conrie terminates not -in confefltons of difap-' 
pointraents ? Is this the Aate, are thefe the habita* 
tions, to which a rational fpirit, with all its highr 
hopes/and great capacities, is to be limited forever? 
—Let us blefs that God who hath fet nobler prof* 
pedis before us ; who, by the death and refurredtiop 
of his fon Jefus Chrift, hath hegotttn us to tbt H'velyt 
hope of an inheritance incorruptible^ un^efiled, and that 
fadeth not aiuay, re/erved in the heavens. Let us. 
flibw ourfelves worthy of fuch a hope, \yy fitting our 
fiffeSiions upon the things Aho'ue, not upon things on the 
earth. Let us *ztWi by faith and not by fight i and^ 
amidii the obfcurity of this faint and dubious twi- 
Hghtj confole ourfelves with the cxpeftation of a 
brighter day which is foon to open. This earth if 
the land of Ihadows. But we hope to pafs into the 
world of realities ; where the proper obje^s of human> 
defire (hall be dlfplayed ; where the fabHance of that 
blifs (hall be found, whofe image only we now pur- 
fae ;. where no fallacious hopes fliall aay longer al- 
lure, "fio fmiling appearance (hall betray, no inAdious; 
joys fhall fling ; but where truth (hall be infeparably. 
united with pleafure; and the mifts which hang over 
this preliminary (Vate' being difTipated, the perfcft 
knowledge, of good (hall lead to the ftdl enjoy men fe. 
of it for ever* 

SER. 
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SERMON IX. 

Oa Religious Retirement*. 

Psalm iv, 4. 

Commune tjuith your envn heart, ufeu yeur hed'^ 
and he fiilL 

MU C It commaning with themfelves there har 
always been among mankind; though fre« 
quently^ God knows, to nopurpofe, or to a purpofe 
worfe than none; Could we difcovcr the employ- 
ments of men> in retirement, how often (houid we 
find their thoughts occupied with fubjefU, which 
they would be afhamed to own ? What a large (hare 
have ambition<and avarice, at fome times the groiTeft 
paflions, and at other times the meaneil trifles, in 
their folitary mufings ? They carry the world, with 
all its vices, into their retreat ; and may be faid to 
dwell in the midit of the world, even when they 
fcem to be alone. 

This furely is not that fort of communing which' 
the Pfalmift recommends. For this is not properly 
tommuning <mith our hearty but rather holding fecret 
intercourfe with the world. What the Pfalmift means 
to recommend, is religious recolledion ; that exer- 
cife of thought which is connedied with the precept 
given in the preceding words, to fiand in awe^ and 
fmnoU ll is to commune with ourfeives, under the 
. char^'^'*'' 
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chara^er of fpiritual and immortal beiDgs 1 and ta 
fwder tboft paths of our feet, which arc leading os ta 
eternitf. I fhall in che £rft^place, (how the advan* 
tages of fttch ferioas retirement and meditation : and 
ihall, in the fecond place, point oat fome of the prin- 
cipal fubjeds which oaght to employ us in oar re* 
treat. 

The advantages of retiring from the world, to rMK 
mune nuitb our heart, will be foqtfd to be great, whe-^ 
ther we regard our happinefs in this worlds or oar 
preparation for the world to come. 

Let us confider them, fird, with refpe£t to oar 
happinefs in this world. It will readily occur to you, 
that an entire retreat from worldly affairs, is not 
what religion requires; nor does it even enjoin ^ 
great retreat from them. Some (lations of life woold 
not permit this; and there are few flations which 
render it necetiary. The chief field, both of the duty 
and. of the improvement of man, lies in adive life. 
By the graces and virtues which he exercifes amidil 
his fellow-creatures, he is trained up for heaven. A 
total retreat from thb world, is fo far from being, as 
the Roman Catholic Church holds, the perfedion of 
religion, that, (bme particular cafes excepted, it is no 
other than the abufe of it. 

But though entire retreat woald lay as afide front 
the part for which Providence chiefly intended us, it 
is certain, that without occaiibnal retreat, we muft 
ad that part very ill. There will be neither confiit- 
ency in the con dud, nor dignity in the charader; of 
one who fets apart no (hare of his time for n^editatiott 
and refledion. In the heat and buftle of life, while 
^pafiion is every moment throwing falfe colours on the 
objeds aroond us, nothing can be viewed in a juft 

light* 
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l^ht. If yoo wi(h thatreafon fhoald exert her na- 
tive power, yoa mud ftep afide from the crowd, intc^ 
the cool and filent ihade. It is there that, with fober 
nod ileady eye^ (he examines what is good or ill,, 
.what is wife or foolifli, 10 haman condud; (he ]ook» 
back on the paft, ihc looks forward to the fbtare r 
and forms plans, not for the prefent moment only, 
bat for the whole of life. How (honld that man dif<» 
charge any part of his doty aright, who never faffer» 
his paflions to cool? And how fhonld his pafliont 
cool, who is engaged without interruption, in the tu* 
mnit of the world ? This ioceiTant Eir may be called^ 
the perpetual drunkennefs of life. It raiies that ea* 
ger fermentation of fpirit, which will be ever fending^ 
ibrth the dangerous fumes of raihnefs and folly* 
Whereas he who mingles religious retreat with world-- 
ly affairs, remains calm and mafter of himfelf. Ho 
is not whirled round and rendered giddy , by the agi* 
tation of the world ; bat, from that facrod retire* 
ment| in which he has been converfant among higher 
objects, comes forth into the world with manly tran* 
i[uillity, fortified by principles which he has formed^ 
and prepared for whatever may befall. 

As he who is unacquainted with retreat, cannot 
fuftain any char*a£ler with propriety, fo neither can 
he enjoy the world with anjr advantage^ Of the two 
claflea of men Who are moil apt to be negligent of 
thn duty> the men of pleafure, and the men of bufi- - 
oefs, it is. hard to fay which fuffer moft, in point pf 
enjoyment, from that negle6l. To the former every 
moment appears to be loft, which partakes not of the 
vivacity of amnfement. To conned one plan of 
gaiety with another, is their fole ftudy i till, in a 
very (hort time, nothing remain but to tread the fame 

beaten 
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bcates round : to enjoy what they have already en- 
joyed, and to feeivhat they have often feen. Plea* 
furcs thus drawn to the dregs* become vapid and 
taflelefs. What might have pleafed long, if enjoyed 
with temperance^ and mingled with retirement, be- 
ing devonred with fnch eager hafte, fpeedily forfeits 
and difguils. Hence, thefe are the perfons, who af« 
ter having run through a rapid coarfe of pleafure, af* 
ter having glittered for a few years in the foremoft: 
line of |>ublic amufements, are the moil apt to fiy at 
laft to a melancholy retreat ; not led by religion or 
reafon, but driven by difappointed hopes, and ex^ 
hauded fpirits, to the penflve conclufion, that €di it 
vanitj. 

If uninterrupted intercourfe with the world wear» 
out the man of pleafare, it no le(i oppreffes the man 
of bufinefs and ambition. The ftrongcft fpirits muft 
at length fink under it. The happiell temper muft 
be foured by inceiTant returns of the oppofition, the 
inconftancy, and treachery of men. For he who lives 
always in the boftle of the world, lives io a perpetual 
warfare. Here an enemy encounters ; there, a rival 
fupplants him. The ingratitude of a friend ftingr 
him this hour; and the pride of a fuperior wounds 
him the next. In vain he flies for relief to trifling, 
amufements. Thefe may afibrd a temporary opiate 
to care ; but they communicate no ftrength to the 
mind. On the contrary, they leave it more foft and: 
defencelefs,^ when moleftation^ and injuries rehew/ 
their attack. 

Let him who wiflles for an efFe£^oal cure to all the^ 
wounds which the world can ihflid, retire from inter* 
coiirfe with men, to intercourfe with God. When 
he enters into his clofet, and fliuts the door, let hioi 

fliut: 
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ihiitoflt» ftt the fame time* all in trofioa of worldly 
care ; and divell among objc& divine and ImmoruK* 
Tiiofe fair profpe€b of order and peace* fhall there 
open to his view^ which form the rooft perfed con- 
trail to the confufion and mifery of this earth. The 
celeHial inhabitants quarrel not ; among them there 
is neither ingratitade* nor envy* nor tomult. Men 
may harafs one another ; bat in the kingdom of 
God, concord and tranquillity reign for even-— 
From fach objeds* there beams upon the mind of 
the ptoas man* a pure and enlivening light; there 
is diffufed over his hearts holy calm. His agitated 
Spirit re-afTunies its firmnefs* and regains its peace. 
The world iinks in its importance | and the load of 
mortality and mifery lofcs almoft all its Weight. The 
green paftures open^ and the//// <waters flow aroumi 
him, befides which the Shepherd of Ifrael guides his 
flock. The diflarbanccs and alarms, fo forraidablo 
to thofe who are engaged in the tumults of the world, 
feem to him only like thunder rolling afar off; like 
thenoife of diilant waters^ whofe found he hears 
whofc courfe he traces, but whofe waves touch him 
not. —As religious retirement is thus evidently con- 
ducive to our happinefs in this life, fo 

Jn the fecond place,, it is abfoiiuely tieceflary in 
order to prepare us for the life to come. He who 
lives always in public, cannot live to hfs own foul. 
The world lieth in 'wickednefs ; and with good reafoa 
. the Chriftian is exhorted, not to he conformd to it, hut 
transformed hx the reneiAjing of his mind. Ourx:on- 
verfation and intcrcourfe with the world, is, in fe- 
veral refpe6ts, an education for vice. From our ear- 
lieft youth, we are accuftomed to hear riches and ho- 
nours extolled as the chief pofleffiotts of man ; and 
propofed to us, as the principal aim of our future 

purfu^' 
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purfaics. We are trained ap^ to look with admira4> 
tion on the flattering marks of diftindtion whith the/ 
beftow. In qoeft of thofe fancied bleffings^ we fee 
the multitude around os eager and fervent. Princi^ 
ciples of duty we mzy, perhaps^ hear fometimes in« 
Cttlcated ; but we felddm behold them brought into 
oompetition wich-woHdly profit; The'foft namesj. 
and plaufibk colours^ under which deceit, fenfaality; 
and revenge, are preiented to us in common difi- 
coarfe, weaken, by degrees, our nataral fcnfe of 
the diftin^ion between good/ and eviU' We often- 
meet with crimes authorized by high examples, and 
rewarded with the careflb annifiiiiles^f the world, • 
Wedifcover, perhaps, at laft^ that thofe whom we* 
are taught to reverence, and to regard as onrpat-i 
terns of condadl^ zQi upon principles no purer tha» 
thofe of others.^-Thus breathing habitnally a con^ 
tagiotts airi how certain is our rain, aniefs we fome- 
times retreat from this pefiilential region, and feek 
for proper corredlives of the diforders which are con- 
traded there ? ' Religions retirement both abates the 
difeafe, and farnifhes the remedy. It leflens tlie 
corrapting' influence of the world ; and it gives ops 
portunity for better principles to exert their power. 
He who is accuflomed to turn afide, alid commune 
with himfelf, will fometimes at leafl, hear of truths 
which the multitude do not tell him. A more found 
ififtru6lor will lift his voice, and awaken within the 
heart thofe latent fuggeflions, which the world had 
overpowered and fapprefled. 

lire ads of prayer and devotion, the exercifes of 
faith and repentance, all the great and peculiar da* 
ties of the religion of ChriH, neceflarily fuppofe re- 
tirement from the world. This was one ^hief end 

of 
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of their inftitucion, that they might be the means of 
occafionally fequeftering us from that great fcene of 
vice and foUy^ the continued prefence of which is fo 
h artful. Solitude is the hallowed ground which re* 
ligion hath, in every age, chofen for her own. 
There her infpiration is felt, andherfecret myileriea 
elevate the (bnl. . There, falls the tear of contrition : 
there, rifes towards heaven the fight of the heart; 
there, melts'the ibnt with all the tenderncfs of de- 
votion, and pours itfelf forth, before htm who made^ 
and him who redeemed it. How ean any oife, who 
is unacquainted" with fuch employments of mind^ 
be fit for l^eaven \ If heaven be the habitation of pure 
affedUons, and of intelle£iual joy, can fuch a flat« 
be reliihed by him ^ho is always immeried among 
fenfible objeAs, and has nevei acquired any taftc foi 
the pleafuresof ihe nnderftanding^ and the heart I 

The great and the worthy, the pions and the vir- 
tuous, have few been addifled to ferious retirement, 
his ^e cKaf^^ftefpiftic of Kttleand frivolous minds, ta 
be wholFy )iqc^pii2f<f with the vulgar objcdls of lifft 
Thefe fill up^heirtdefires, and fopply all the enter- 
tainment which their coarfe apprehenfions can reliihv* 
fiut a more refined and enlarged mind leaves the 
world behind it, feels a call for higher pleafnres, and 
feeks them in retreat. The roan of public fpirit has 
recourfe to it, in order to form plans for general 
good ; the man of genius, in order to^well on his 
favourite themes; the philofopher, to purfue his 
difcoveries ; the faint, to improve himfelf in graces 
Ifaac nmnt out io meditaU in the fields, at the e<vening 
tide. David, amidft all the fplendour of royalty, 
often bears witnefs both to the pleafure which he re- 
ceived, and to the benefit which he reafcdi from de- 
vout 
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VOat mediUtiott. / tommuned <witb mj o^m btart^ 
andmjffirit made diligent fiarch, I thought on nsf 
nui^e, and turned myfut unto G.od*s tejfimonies. In 
the muititudt of thoughts within me, his comforts di^ 
light ffty/ouL Oar ble£ed Saviour hirafelf^ though 
of all who ever lived on earth he needed lead the af- 
fiftance of religious retreat, yet» by his frequent 
pradice, has done it fignal honour. Often were the 
garden, the mountain, and the filence of the night, 
fought by him, for intercourfe with heayen. TFhen 
hi hetd font the multitude anuuy^ he went up into a 
mountasMf etpurt, to pray, . 

The advantages of religions retirement will dill 
nore clearly appear » by coniidering, as was propofed, 
in the next place, fome of thofe great objedis which 
ihoald there employ 041 r thoughts. I (hall mention 
only three, which are of the mod plain and acknow- 
ledged imporunce \ God, the world, and our own 
charader. 

J, When you retire from the world* commune 
nmth your hearts concerning God. Impreflions of • 
Deity, beiides their being the principle. of what is 
ftridly termed rel'rgion, are the great fupport of all 
moral fentiment, and virtuous condad, among men. 
Bat with what difficulty are they preferved in any due 
degree of force, ainidd the affair^ and avocations of 
the world ? While the crowd of furrounding objedts 
is ever ruQiing on the imagination, and occupying 
the fenfes and the heart, what is not only abfent 
from view, but, by its nature, invifible, is apt to 
vanifli like a fhadow. Hence it is giv^n as the cha- 
rader of wicked men, in fcripture, that they are 
'without God in the ivor/d. They deny not,* perhaps, 
that he does exifl; but it is the fame to them as 

though 



S. IX. Ofi RiUgUns Ritinmini. 1 39 

though he did not : Far having loft him from their 
view^ his exigence has no eiFed on their condoA. 
If, at anytime, the idea of God rife in their mind, 
it rifes like a terrifying phantom which they haften 
to expel ; and which they gladly fancy to be unreal, 
becaofe they fee it make fo little impreffion on others 
around them. 

Let him who retires to ferious meditation, begia 
with impreliing deeply on his mind this important 
truths That there ii undoubtedly a Supreme Cover* 
noor, who prefides over the univerfe. But let him 
not imagine, that to commune ttrith his heart con- 
cerning God, is to fearch into the myfteries of the 
Divine Nature, or to attempt a difcovery of the 
whole plan of Providence. Long enough he may 
l>«wilder himfelf in this maze, without making any 
proficiency in the pra&ical. knowledge of. God, 
Shall he who knows fo little of his own nature, or 
of the nature of the objefts with which he is furround- 
^d, expeft to comprehend the Being who made him? 
To commune with curfelves, to any ofefttl purpofe, 
on this fubjed, is to bring home to our fouls the in- 
ternal, authoritative fenfe of God, as of a Sovereign 
and a Father. Jt is not to fpecuiate about what is 
Ayfterious in his eifence, but to contemplate what is 
difplaycd of his perfcftions. It is to realize the pre- 
fence of the Supreme Being, fo as to produce the 
moft profound veneration ; and to awaken the earneft 
deiifc of as near an approach as our nature \yill per* 
wit, to that great Fountain of happinefs and life. 

After this manner was that holy man aifefted, who 
uttered this ardent wiih. Job xxiii. 3. O that I knev» 
tvhere I might find him, that I might c^mi even to his 
Mt /—If with fuch a frame of mind you feek after 

God, 
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God, be kfTured chat he is not far from you ; and 
that* though you are not permitted as yet to come » 
kh fiat^ yoa may» at leaft, reach the footftoo] of 
his throne, and toach the robe that cov.ers him. In 
the midH of your folitary amufemeats lift your eyes, 
and behold all nature full of God • Look up to the 
firmament, and admire his glory. Look round oa 
the earth,, and obferve his prefence every whece dif- 
played. If the gay landfcape or the fruitful £eld, 
prefent themfelves ta yopr eye, behold him fmiling 
upon his works. If the mountain raife its lofty head, 
or the expanfe of waters roll its tide before you, con- 
template in thofe great and folemn ofajedls, his power 
and majefly. Nature, in all its diverfities, is a va- 
ried manifeftation of the Deity. If you were to take 
the wings of the morning , and d<well in the uttermofi 
farts 0/ the fea^ even there you would find him* 
For in him you live and move. He fills and animates 
all fpace. In th« barren wildernefs, as in the peo- 
pled region, you- can trace hit footHeps ; and in the- 
deepeft folitude* you may hear a voice which ttfftifte^ 
•f him. 

Him, indeed, you are never to confound with the- 
workman (hip of his hands. Nature, in its mo(i 
awful or moil pleafing fcenes, exhibits no more than 
difFerent forms of inanimate matter. But on thefe 
dead forms is imprefled the glory of a living Spirit. 
The beauty, or the greatnefs, which appears in 
them, flows from the fountain of all greatnefs and 
beauty; in him it centers; of his perfcdion it re- 
fledls an image ;- and towards him ihould lead your 
view. — In con verfiflg with a fellow- cfeature on earth, 
it is not with his body we converfe, though it is his 
body only which we fee. From his words and anions 
w^e conceive his mind 1; with his mind though invi^ 

fiblc^ 
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fiblc, we hold correfpondence, and dired toward* 
Ibis Spiritttal Effence^ our affeaion and regard. In 
likt manner^ though here wc behold no more of God 
than what his works difplay, yet, in thofe diiplays^ 
we arc capable of perceiving the Univerfal Spirit^ 
and of holding correfpondcnce with this anfeen Be- 
ingi in veneration, gratitude, and love. 

It is thus that a^pious man, in his retired medita- 
tions, viewing natural objefts with a fpiritual eye^ 
communes with his heart concerning God. He walks 
among the various fceneiof nature, as within the pre- 
cinAs of a great temple, in the-hahitual extr^k of 
^votion. To thofe difcoveriesof the Supreme Being 
in his works, let him apply the comment of his word, 
^rom the world of Nature let him follow God into 
the world of Grace. When conduced from the outer 
courts, into this inmofl fan^luary of the temple, he 
^^11 feel himfelf brought (|ill more nigh ro the Sacred 
^refencel In the great plan of Divine Wifdota, for 
extirpating the^vils produced by tin, he fhall receive 
the interpretation of many of the hidden myfteries of 
mature. He (hall difcover in Chrift, the Deity made, 
i(i fome degree, vifible to fenfe. In the beneficent 
works which he performed, and the gracious under* 
takfng which he accompliihed, he (hall behold the 
^rightne/i of the Father*! giory, and (hall difcern it to 
^fuH of grace and truth. — From the facrcd retreat, 
wherein his thoughts have been thus employed, he 
returns to the world like a fuperior being. He car- 
ries into a£Hve life, thofe pure and elevating fenti- 
ments, to which the giddy crowd are (Grangers. A 
certain ddoor of fandlity remains upon his mind, 
which for a while at Icaft, will rcp^l :he contagion 
of the world. ^ ^ ^ 

II. Com- 
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XL Commune with yoor heart, in the feafon of 
retirement, concerning the world. The world is 
the great deceiver, whofe fallacious arts it highly im- 
ports us to dett£t. But in the midH of its pleafures 
and parfnics, the detection is impoflible. We trade, 
as within an inchanted circle, where nothing. appears 
as it truly is. It is only in retreat, that the charm 
can be broken. Did men employ that retreat, not 
in carrying on the delulion which the world has be- 
gun, not in forming plans of imaginary blifs, but in 
fubjeding the happinefs which the world affords to 
a ftriA difcuffion, the fpell would diflblve ; and in 
the room of the unreal profpefts, which had long 
aoiufed them, the nakednefs of the world would ap- 
pear. 

Prepare yourfelves, then, to encounter the light 
of truth. Refolve rather to bear the difappointment 
of fome flattering hopes, than to wander for ever in 
the paradife of fools. While others meditate in fe- 
cret on the means of attaining worldly fuccefs, let it 
be your employment to fcrutinize that fuccefs itfelf. 
Calculate fairly to what it amounts; and whether 
you are not lofers -on the whole, by your apparent 
gain. Look backj for this purpofe on your paft life. 
Trace it from your earlieft youth ; and put the quef- 
tion to yourfelves, what have been its happieft periods? 
were they thofe of quiet and innocence, or thofe of 
ambition and intrigue ?- Has your real enjoyment 
uniformly kept pace with what the world calls prof- 
' perity ? As you advanced in wealth or ftation, did 
you proportionally advance in happinefs ? Has fuc- 
cefs, altnoft in any one inftance,. fulfilled your expec- 
tations? Where you reckoned upon moft enjoyment^ 
have you not often found leaft ? Wherever guilt en- 
tered 
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tered into your pleafures* did not its fting long re« 
jnajn, after the gratification was pail ? — Such qa^f- 
tlons as thefe, candidly anfwered, would in a great 
neafare anmalk the world. They woold expofe the 
vanity o^ its pretenfions ; and convince yoa« that 
there are other fpringa than thofe which the world 
affords, to which yon muft apply for happioefs. 

While you commune with your heart concerning^ 
what the world now is, coniider aifo what it will one 
day appear to be. Anticipate the awful moment of 
your bidding it an eternal farewell. Thinks what re- 
flections (hall moft probably arife, when you are quit- 
ting the fields and looking back on the fcene of ac- 
tion, la what light will your cloiing eyes contem- 
plate thofe vanities which now fhinQ fo bright, and 
thofe interefts which now fwell into fuch high im- 
portance ? >^hat part will you then wiih to have 
aftcd ? What Ihall then appear momentous, what 
trifling in human condudl ? — Let the fober fentiments 
which fuch anticipations fuggeft, temper now your 
mirplaced ardour. Let the lalt conclufions which you 
fliall form, enter into the prefenteftimate, which you 
make of the world and of life.^ 

Moreover, in communing with yourfelves con- 
cerning the world, contemplate it as fubje^ to the 
Diviue dominion. The greater part of men behold 
nothing more than the rotation of human affairs. 
They fee a great crowd ever in motion ; the fortunes 
of men alternately rifing and falling ; virtue often 
diftreffed, and profperity appearing to be the pur- 
chafe of worldly 'wifdom. But this is only the out- 
fide of things. Behind the curtain, there is a far 
greater fcene, which is beheld by none but the retired, 
religious fpe£(ator. Lift up that curtain, when you 

are 
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are alone with God. View Ac world with the eye 
of a Chriftian $ and you (hall fee, that while maH*s 
beari divifith bts<way, it is the l^rdivh^ dinSitb bis 
ftfpt. You (hall fee, that however men appear to 
nove and to a£l after their own pleafure» they are, 
aeverthelefs^ reuined in fecret bondr by the Al- 
mighty, and all their operations, rendered fubfcr- 
vienc to the ends of his moral goverment. Yon (halL 
behold him obliging the 'wr4Ub of man to praifi him ; 
poniihing the (inner by means of his own iniquities; 
from the trials of the righteous, bringing forth their 
reward ; and to a ftatc of fceming univcrfal confu- 
iion, preparing the wifeft, and moft equitable iffue. 
While ihtfajhiom 9/ ibis nvortd is pafTcd faft away, 
you (hall difcern the glory of another riiing to fac- 
ceed it. You (hall behold all human events, our 
griefs and our joy»> our love and our hatred, our cha- 
rafter and memory, abforbed in the ocean of eter- 
nity ; and no trace of our prefent exiHence left, ex* 
cept its being for ever nvell <witb tbe rigbfecus, and 
ill^witb tbe njoichtdn — Such a view of the world, fre- 
quently prefented to our minds, could not fail to en- 
force thofe folcmn~ conclufions ; There is nt nuifdomy 
nor coun/el, againft the Lord, Fear God^ and keep his 
commandments ; for this is the <whole of man. What is 
a man prof ted, if be flfcdl gain tbe ^wbole moorld^ and 
lofe his OHunfoul? 

III. CoMMui^e with your heart, concerning yoor- 
felves, and your real charadler. To acquire a tho- 
rough knowledge of ourfelves, is an attainment no 
lefs difEcult than important. .For men are generally 
unwilling to fee their own imperfediions ; and whea 
they are willing to enquire into them, their fclf-lovc 
impofes on their judgment. Their intercourfe with 

one 
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oiie9notber affifts the delnfion to whicb/of them* 
kWtB, they are prooe. For the ordintry comiSerce 
0/ the ivorid is a commerce of flattery and falfiiood i 
where reciprocally they diecei^e, and arc deceived; 
where every one appears under an affumed form^ 
pro(ei]es efteem which he does not Feel, and beftowt 
praife in . order to receive it. It is only in retreat^ 
where thofe falfe femblances difappear* and thofe 
flattering voices are filent^ that a man can leara to 
think fobtrlj of himfilf^ and as be ought to think. 

It has been faid^ that there are three charaders 
which every man fui^ains ; and thefe often extremely 
different from one another : One, which he po/Tefles 
in his own opinion ; another^ which he carries in the 
eftimation of the world ; and a third, which he bears 
in the judgment of God. It is only the laft which 
afccrtain^ wh^ he really is. — Whether the charader 
which th« world forms of you, be above or below the 
tfuth, it imports you not much to know. But it is 
of eternal confequence, that the charaSer which yon 
ppiFeA in. your own t^j^^^ be formed upon that which 
you bear in the fight of God. !» order to try it by 
this great ilandard, /you muft lay afide, as much as 
poffible, all partiality to yourfelvesi; and in the fea- 
fon of retirement, explore your heart with fuch acca^ 
rate fcrutiny^.as may bring your hidden defers to 
Ught. 

Enquire for this purpofe, whether you be not con- 
fi:ious, that the fair opinion which the world enter-" 
tains of you, is founded on their partial knowledge, 
both of your abilities and your virtues \ Would you 
be willing that all your anions ihould be publickly 
canvafled? Could you bear to have your thoughts 
l^d open ? Are there no parts of your life which you 

Vol. I. H would 
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would be uneafy if an enemy could discover? In 
what l^htf then» mail theie appear to God ? Whea 
you have kept free of vice, has year ianocence pro- 
ceeded from purity of principle, or from worldly mo- 
tives ? Rifes there no envy or malignity within yop« 
when you compare your own condition with that of 
others ? Have you been as folicitous to xegulate yo«r 
heart/ as to preferve your manners from reproacb ? 
Profeffing yourfelves to be ChriHians, has the Spirit 
of Chrifl appeared in your condud? Declaring that 
you hope for immortality, has that hope rttrnK)anted 
undue attachments to the prefent life ? 

Such inveftigation as this, ferioufly purfued, migbt 
produce to every man many difcoveries of himfelf ; 
difcoveries not pleafing, perhaps, to vanity, but falu- 
tary and ufe&l. For he can be only a flatterer, bat 
no true friend to himfelf, who aims not^t knowing 
his own defers, as well as virtues. JBy impofing on 
the^world, he may canry on fome plan of fancied 
profit ; but by txppofing on his heart, what can he 
propofe to gain ? 'Hefttdet% efojhes : Adecei'vedbeatt 
bath turned bim afide^ tbat he cannot deliver his fotd^ 
nor fay i is there not a lie in ntjf right band ? Ifaiah 
xliv. 2P. 

THirs I ^averetbefcteyoo, fome of thofe ;grcat 
Objeds, ^'hich Oilght to employ yout meditation in 
religious retnfe^ent. J have endeavoured 10 intro- 
duce you into a ptoper iDtercotlrife with ycur heart, 
concerning God, the wbrrd, ^nd your 6\yn character. 
Let this inrcfcourls (eTWinate in fixing the principles 
of your future conduft. Let it ^trvc to introduce 
confiflency into yeur life. Nothing can be more wa- 
vering and disjointed, than the behaviour of ihofe 
who are wholly men of the world, and have never 

^ *cea 
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•beed inured to commune with tbcrofeives. Diffipa- 
tioa is a more ftequciu caufe of their ruin, thati de- 
termined impiety. It is not%fo much 4>ecaufe they 
have adopted bad principles^ as. bccaafe they have 
never attended to principles of any kind, that their 

lives are fo full of incoherence and diforder You 

liover on the borders of fin 'and du^. One day you 
J-cad the fcripturf s, you hear religious difcourfes, and 
form good rcfoJutions. Next day, you plunge into 
the world, and forget the fcrious imprcifion, as if it 
^ad been never made. , The impreffion is again re- 
newed, and again effaced; and in this circle your 
life revolves. U fuch coodna worthy of creatures 
endowed with inrelligent powers ? Shall the clofe pf 
»»fe overtake you, .befoi'e you have determined how 
to live? Shall the day jjcver cwnc. that is to iind 
you ileady in your views, decided m your|>lims, and 
engaged4n a courfe of adion which your mind ap.. 
proves?— If yon wiOi that day ever to arrive, retire^ 
meni an^ meditation muft hth bring you home to 
youcfehes, from the di%ation In which you are now 
Jcattered; muft teach you tb fix fuch aims, and to 
lay down fudifules of condud, as are fuitable to ra- 
tional and immortal beings. Then Willyour charac 
to l,econ?rc uniform and refpeaablc. Then you may 
We. that your life will proceed in fuch a train li 
mall prepare you, >vheh it is finilhed, for joining the 
iociety of more exalted fpirits. \ ^ . 
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SERMON X. 

A C T 8 X« 2* 

THAT religion is eilential to the welfare of 
man, can be proved by the moft convincing ar- 
guments. But thefe how demonflrative foever» are 
infufficient to Tapport its aothority over human con* 
do^. For arguments may convince the nnderftand* 
ingj when they cannot conquer the paffions. Irre- 
£ftible they feem in the calm hours of retreat ; but« 
in the feafon of a£lion« they often vadifli into fmoke. 
There are Other and more powerful fprings, which 
influence the great movements of the human frame* 
In order to operate with fuccefs on the a&ive powers, 
the heart mufl be gained. Sentiment and affe£lion 
mud be brought to the aid of reafon. It is not 
enough that men believe religion to be a wife and 
rational rule of conduct, unlefs they relifli it as agree- 
able, and find it to carry its own reward. Happy is 
the man» who, in the conflidl of defire between God 
and the world, can, oppofe, not only argument to 
argument, but pleafure to pleafure; who, to the ex- 
ternal allurements of fenfe, can oppofe the internal 
jays of devotion ; and to the uncertain promifes of a 
flattering world, the certain experience of that ptA€4 
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mf G$d nohiib pmjjlkth undmrjtmulinft^^ kufing bit mimd 
an J heart. — Such is the temper and fpiiit of a divtu 
mam. Sach was the charader of CoroeHat, that good 
centarioD* ijohtfe prayers and alms are faid to have 
€omi tip in mfmcriai hif^n God. Of this chara^r I 
intead,. throagh Divine aififtance, to difcoorie ; and 
Ihall endeavoor» I. To explain, the oatare of devo* 
tion; XL Tojuftify, and recomiseDd it ; and, III« 
To redlify fome mlilaket concerning it. 

I. Devotion is the lively exetcife of thqfe a£ecw 
dons^ which we owe to the Supreme Being. It com- 
prehends feveral emotions of the heart, which all 
fermioate on the fame great objed. The chief of 
them are, veneratioa^ gratitude^ defire, and rcifigoa* 
tioa.r 

It implies, firll, profound veneration of God. By 
veneratioib X underftand an affediion componnded of 
awe and love; the affedion which, of all others, it 
hkSt becomes creatures to bear towards their in&nitely 
perfed Creator. Awe is the ^rft fentiment that rifes 
in the foul, at the view Of his greatnefs* Bat« in 
C^e heart of a devout man, it is a folemn and elevat* 
ing, not a dejedling emotion : for he glows, rather 
than trembles, in the Divine prefence. It is not the 
foperditious dread of unknown power, but the ho- 
mage yielded by the heart to him who is, at once, the 
greateft and the beft of Beings, Omnipotence, 
viewed alone, would be a formidable obje^* But 
confidered in conjun6lion vTitHtthe moral perfections 
of the Divine nature, it ferves to heighten devotion^ 
Goodnefs aiT^dls the heart with double energv, when 
reiiding in One fo exalted. The goodnefs which we 
adore in him, is not like that which is commi>n 
among men, a weak, mutable, otidifcerning fond*> 
H 3 ncfs. 



1^ Oh Devotion. g. X. 

. nefs, ill quaKficd to be the ground of affurcd truff. It 
is the goodnefs of a ptMfea Governor, ading Upoo a 
regular extenfive plan ; a fteady principle Of bencvo* 
lence, condnaed by wifdom ; which, fnbjea to no 
nforiMtn^s or Jhadow of turnings free from all par^ 
tialitjr and caprice, incapable of being either fopthed: 
by flattery, or ruffled by rcfentmcnt, refemWes, in its 
calm and equal Inftre, the eternal ferenity of the 
higheft heavern*. Thy mercy, O Lord!' is in the hea^ 
'Lent, and thy faithfulnefi reachttb unto-the clouds. Thy 
righteom/ne/s i^ like the great mountains, andthyjudg^ 
menti are a great depth. Such arc the concepiions of 
the great God, which fill Mith- veneration the heart 
of a^devoat otD^. His venecacidn*M not con&ned to 
tfb of immediate worihip. It is the habitual temper 
of hit Conl, Not onry when engaged in prayer or 
praife, WuVjti the filence of retirement,, and even 
amidft the occupations oPthe world, the Divine Be- 
ing dwells upon his thoughts. No place, and no 06. 
jeft, appear to him void' of God. On the works of 
Nature, he views the imprcfBon of his hand ; and in 
the anions of men, he traces the operation of his Pro- 
vidence. Whatever he beholds on eartli, that is beau- 
tiful or h\r, that is great or good, he refer* tp God, 
as to the fupreme origin of ,allthe excellence which i» 
fcaftercd throughout his works. From thofe effefts 
he rife*, to the firfl caufe. From thofe ftre^ims,' he 
alcends -to the fountain whence thejr flow. By thofe 
rays, he is led to that eternaf fouree of light in which 
they centre. 

Devotion implies, fecondly, fincere devotion to 
God, for all his benefits. This is a warmer emotion 
than firople veneration. Veneration looks up to the 
Deity, as he is in himfelf; Gratitude regards what he^ 
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IS towards us. When a devout man Airveys this vaft 
Bniverfe^ where beauty and goodneG are every where 
predominant ; when he refleds on thofe nomberlefs 
xnorthudes of creatures^ who» in their different fta- 
cions, enjoy the bleSogs of exlficnce; and when at 
the fame time he locks ap to an Univerfal Father^ 
Arho hath thas filled creation with life and happinefs^ 
his heart glows within him. He adores that difinte- 
refted goodnefs, which prompted the Almighty to 
xaife up fo many orders ofjntelligent beings, not that 
be might receive, but that he might give and impart ; 
that he might pour forth himfelf, and communicate 
to the fpirits which he kd med^ Tome emauatlons of 
his felicity* ^ 

The goodncisof thfs Supreme Benefa£lor £c grate- 
fully con^mplates, as difplayed in his own flate. 
He reviews the events of his life; and in every com- 
ibrt which has fweefcened it, he difcerns the Divine 
hand- Does he remember with affedion the parents 
under whofe care he grew up, and the compa&ions 
with whom he paiTed his youthful life? Is he now 
happy, in his family rifing around him ; in the fpoufe 
who loves hin, or in the children who give him com- 
fort and joy f Into every tender remembrance of the 
paft, and every pleafing enjoyment of the prefent, de- 
votion enters ;, for in all thofe beloved objeds, it re- 
cognizes , God. The communication of love from 
heart to heart, is an effufion, of his goodnefs.. From 
his infpiration, deicends all the friendfhip which ever 
glpwed on earth ; and therefore to him it juftly i^e- 
turns in gratitude, and terminates on him. 

But this life, with all its ipterefts, is bat a fmall 
part of human exillence. A devout man looks for- 
ward to immortality^ and difcovers dill higher fub- 
H 4 jei^« 
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jeds of gratitnde. He views himfelf as a guilty crea- 
Care« whom Divine benignity has received into 
grace ; whofe forfeited hopes it has reftored ; aiid to 
whoiB it has opened the moft glorious profpedls of 
futore felicity. Such generofity (hown to the fallen 
and miferable, is yet more affedVing to the hearty than 
favonrs conferred on the innocent. He contemplates, 
with adoniihmenty the laboars of the Son of God, in 
accomplifiiing redemption for men; and his foul 
overflows with thankful nefs to him, nvho lo*ued us, 
stui ivafiiib us fr^m iiuf fint in bis own bhod.'^H'hat 
Jball I render to the Lord fir nil his benefits f Ble/s tbe 
Lord, my foul! and ail that is tvitbin me, hie/s bis 
holy name ; nkbofirghfetb all thine iniquities, and heed* 
itb all thy di/ea/es ; who redeemeth (by life/t om dejhue^ 
gion, and crowneth thee <voith Irving kindne/s and with 
tender mercies* 

Devotiok implies, thirdly,- the dcfire of th€ foul 
after th6 favour of the Supreme Beifkg, as its chief 
good, atid final reft. To inferior enjoymefit», the 
devout txran allots inferior and fecondary attachment. 
He difclaims trot every earthly afedion. He pre- 
tends tidt to renounce all pleafure in the comforts ©f 
his pr^fefit l^ate. Such an unnatural renunciation 
humanity forbids, and religion cannot require. But 
from thefe he expefts not his fupreme blifs. He dif- 
cerns the vanity which belongs to them all ; and be- 
yond the circle of mutable objcds which furrouqd 
him, "he afpires after fome principle of more pcrfe^ 
felicity, which (hall not be fubje£l to change or de- 
' €zy. Bat where is this complete and permanent good - 
to be found ? Ambition purfues it in courts and pa- 
laces ; and returns from the purfuit, 4oaded with for- 
j?ows. Pleafure fecks it ai^ong fenfual joys ; and re-. 

tires 



tires with the confeffion of difappoiatmefit* TSi dap 
/aitbi it is n»t in mt% and the f$a faitb^ it is n§t*witb 
«r#« // cawnt be gotten /or geld ; neitber finll filver 
h nmeigbedfir tbe price tberesf. Its plmee is net in tbe 
land eftbe living, Troe happiness dnrelU with God ; 
and 'from tbe Hgbt ef bis countennnte^ it beams apOQ 
the devout man. His voioe is, Wbons bave I in bea- 
^en bnt tbeef and tbere is nent upon eartb that I defire 
bejide tbee. After e>rp1orii)g heaven and earth for 
happincfs, thej feem to him a mighty void, a wilder* 
oefs of ihadows, where al! would ht empty and un- 
fubftantial without God. But in his favour and love, 
ke finds what 6ipplies every defeftof temporal ob- 
jeds ; and aflbres tr'ahqiHIlity to his heart, amidft all 
the changes of his exiftence. Thou Jhalt g tide Me ucitb 
fhy counjel ; and theiu fljetli max e me to tby glory » My 
fiejb and my beaH failetb ; bnt God is tbt ftrengtb of 
eny beart, and my portion f of e'ogf^. 

From thefe feutiments amJ aHedliOn^, I)etrotion 
advances, fourthly, to' an entirfe refignation* of the' 
ibul to God. It js theconfunlnlattoir of truft and 
hope. It baniihes anxious' cares, and 'murmuring 
thoughtsi It reconciles ut to every appointment of 
Divihe Providence ; and refolves tytry wilh into the 
^ defire* of pleifing hinl, whom our hearts adore. Its 
genuine breathings are to this effeft : ** Condu6l 
** me, O God ! in what path focver feemeth good to 
*' thee. In nothing fliall I ever arraign thy facred' 
•*'wil1. Doft thou require me to part with any 
" worldly advantages, for the fake of virtue and a 
** good confcience? I give them up. Doft thou com- 
•♦ mand me to relinquifti my friends, or my coun- 
'« try? At thy call I cheerfully leave them. Doft 
•' ihoQ iiimmon me away from thi» world ? Lo ! I 
H 5 *• *» 
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*' am itady to depart, lliou bail made," thoo baft 
'' redeemed me, and I am thine« Myfelf, and all 
'' that belongs to me» I furrender to tby difpofiiU 
** Let tbe men of the world have tbiir pmrthm im4hu 
" life. Be it mine« to hthtld tby f met in righteoufiti/s ; 
" Mui *whm I'awmii, t9 hifatiified nuttb tby lUnafi^ 

Thii, fnrely, is one of the nobleft afts of wUcb 
the human mind is capable, when thus, if we may bo 
allowed the exprefiion> it unites otfelf with.Qod. Nor 
can any. devotion be genoine^wbich.ittf[ure8 not fen^ 
timents of this natare« £or devotion is^not^to be con« 
fidered as a tranfient glow of aflb^ion, occafioned by. 
fomecafaal imprefiions of JOivine goodnofs, whsck are 
fuffered to remain nnconne6)ted with ^be conduct of 
life. It is a powerful principle, which penetrates the^ 
foul; which purifies the a&Aioas from debafing atr 
tachments ;.and by- a fixed and fteady regard to God^. 
fobdues every fin ful pa£on, and^foimsihe. inclinat 
tions to piety andivirtue. 

SvcH in generar,are the dirpofitions^that coafiituter 
devotion. . li. i^tha union of veneration, gratitude^, 
defire, and- refig nation.. It expreflbs, not fo much 
the performance of any. particular doty, as the fpirit 
which moil animate all religious dolies. , It ilahds^ 
Oppofed, not merely, to downright vice;, but to a 
heart which is cold, and infen.fible to facred things;, 
which,^from compulfion perhaps, and a (enfe of inte^ 
reft, preferves fome regard to the divine commands^, 
hot obeys them withoot ardour, love, or joy. I.pror 
cccd, ' . 

II. To recommend this devout fpirit to yourimita* 
tion. L begin with obferving. That it is of the ut^ 
mod confequence to guard againll extremes of every 
kind in j-eligion. We muft beware, left, by feeking 

to 
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to avoid one rock, we fpHt upon tnotber. It hu 
htea long the fabjed of remark, that foperftition 
and enthufiafm are two capital foorcci of delofion ; 
iaperftition on the one hand, attaching men, with 
immoderate zeal, to the ritual and external part of 
religion ; ^nd enthufiafm on the other, dlreding their 
vt'bole attention to internal emotioni, and myfiical 
communications with the fpiritoal world ;. while nei- 
ther the one, nbr the other » has paid fufHcient regard 
to the great moral dqties of the Chriftian life. But, 
running with intemperate eagernefs from thefe two 
great abofes of religion, men have negledled to ob* 
ferve, that there are extrcmet oppofite to each of 
diem, into which they are in hazard of precipitating 
^emfelves. Thus the horror of fuperHition has 
fometimes reached fo far, as to produce conitmpt for . 
all external inllito^ions ; as if it were poiltble for re- 
ligion to fttbfiH in the world, withont^forms^of wor- 
ihip, or public acknowledgment of God* It has al- 
fe happened, that feme who in the main are well af^ 
felted to the caafe of gpodnefs, obferving that per- 
ions of a devoot turn have at times been carried, by 
warnr aire£lions, into unjuftihable excefies, have 
thence haftily concluded, that all devotion was akin 
to enthufiafm ;, and,, feparating religion totally from 
the heart and aHe^ions, ha^e reduced ic to a frigid 
obfervance of what they call the rules of virtue. 
This is the extreme which I piirpofe at prefent to 
combat, by (howing you, fijll. That true devotion is 
rational^ and well founded ; next, I'hat it is of cbe 
higheli importance, to every other part of religion 
and virtue ; and, laflly. That ic is molk coaducive to 
our happineis. 



In the firft place, T^ue derotion is ntionaU ^^^ 
well foanded. U takes its riie from aiFe^lionf • that 
are effential to the human frame; We are formed 
bjNature, to admire what is great, and to lore what 
is amiable. Even inanimate objeas have power to 
excite thofc emotions. The magnificent profpefiks of 
the natural world, fill the mind with reverential a\te« 
Its beautifal fcenes create dfelight. When we fnrvejr 
the afUons and behaviour of our felIo«^«creatare8,' the 
affedions glow with greater ardour ; and, if, to be 
.unmoved, in the former cafe, argues a defeft of fenfi* 
bility in our powers, it difcovers, in the latter, an 
odious hardnefs and depravity in the heart. The ten* 
dernefs of an affedtionate parent, the generofity of a 
forgiving enemy, the public fpirit of a patriot or a 
hero, often fill the eyes with tears, and fwell the 
breaft with emotions too big for utterance. The ob- 
ject of thofe affedlions is frequently raifed above us in 
condition and rank. Let us fuppofe him raifed alfo 
above us, in nature. Let us imagine, that an Angel, 
or ^ny being of fuperior order, had condefcended to 
be our friend, our guide and patron i no per(bn, fure, 
would hold the exaltation of his benefaftor's charac- 
ter, to be an argument why he (hould love and re- 
vere him lefs.— Strange \ that the attachment and 
veneration, the warmth and overflowing <yf heart, 
which excellence and goodnefs on every other occa- 
fion command, ihould begin to be accounted irra- 
tional, as foon as the. Supreme Being becomes their 
objedi. For what reafon mull human fenfi bility be 
extinft towards him alone ? Are all benefits entitled 
to gratitude, except the higheft and the beft ? Shall 
goodnefs ceafe to be amiable, only becaafe it is 

It 
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It wiM, perhaps, be faidl, that an anknown and io« 
\i£ble being, is not qaalified toraire affledion ia the 
SitiQian heart. Wrapt up in the inyfterioos obfcority 
of ills nature^ he efcapes oar (earch» and afFords no 
determinate ohjtGt to our lore or defire. Wtgtftr* 
nvard, kmt be is not there ; and lachvoArd, hnt Hve can* 
»of perceive biin ; on the lefi band, nobere be tvorietb, 
tat ivi cannot behold him: He b:deth him/elf on the 
right band, that n^e cannot Jee him. Job xxxiii. S, g. 
^—Notwith (landing this obfcurity, is there any being 
in the univerfe more real and certain, than the Crea- 
tor of the world, and the Supporter of all exiftence ? 
^s he, in nnhom njne live and jnove, too diftant from 
08 to excite devotion ? His form andeiTence, indeed, 
we cannot fee; bat to be nnfeen, and imperfedly 
known, in many other inflances, precludes neither 
gratitude nor love. It is not the fight. To much as 
the ilrong conception, or deep impreflion, of a^ ob- 
ject, which afFeds the paiSons, We glow with ad- 
miration of perfonages, who have lived in a diftant 
age. Whole nations have been tranfported with 
2eai and afFe^ion, for the generous hero, or public 
deliverer, whom they knew only by fame. Nay, 
properly fpeaking, thedired objedi of our love, is in 
every cafe, invifible. For that on which afiedion is 
placed, is the mind, the foul, the'internal charader 
of our fellow-creatures; which furely, is no lefs con- 
cealed, than the Divine Nature itfelf is, from the 
View of fen^e. From a£lions, we can only infer the 
diipoiitions of men ; from what we fee cf their be^ 
haviour, we colledl what is invifible ; but the conjee*'] 
lure which we form, is, at befl^ imperfect j and when 
their actions excite our love, much of their heart re- 
main Hill anknown. I aik then, in what refpedi God 



r^f OitDivoihm. S. X. 

IS leTs qoilified than any other being, tabe an objeft 
Df alFe^on f Conyinced that be exifts ; beholding' 
his goodoefs fpread abroad in' his works, exerted ia 
the governmeat of the world, difpls^red in fome mea- 
Aire to ienfe, in the afUoos of hi» Son Jefus Chrift ; 
are we not forniihed with every efieodal reqnifite 
which the heart demands,- in order u> indulge the 
mod warm, and at the fame time the moft rational 
emotions ? 

If thefe copfiderations jaflify the reafooablen^is of 
devotion, as exprefied in veneration, love, and grati* 
tnde, the fame train of thought will equally jufiify it 
when appearing in the forms of defire, delight, or rt^ 
iighation. Ithe latter are indeed,., the confeqoence- 
of the former. For we cannojt but defire ^ne ^m* 
munication with what we love ;. and. will, natorallyr 
refign oar&lves to one, on whom we have placed^ the 
fulh confidence of affedtion. The aijf^iration^^ of a^ 
devout man after the favour of God, are the eiieds* 
of that earned wifli for happinefs, which glows id 
every bread. All men have fomewhat that may be 
called the objed of their de.votion ; reputation, plea- 
fure, learning, riches,, or whatever apparent good^ 
has (Irongly attached their heart. This- becomes the 
centre of attradion,. which draws them towards it ;. 
which quickens and regulates all their motions. 
While the men of the world' are thus i»iiienced by^ 
the objeds which they feverally worlhip, (hall he on- 
Ty who directs his devotion towards the Supreme Be^ 
ing, be excluded from a place in the fyftemof ra* 
tional condiid ? or be cenfured for having paflToos, 
whofe fenfibility correfponds to the greats caufe which, 
moves them f — Having vindicated the reafonablene^t 
of deyotion, I come^ 



Ik^tiie TecoBd place, to fhow its inportaBct^ and 
die.li%2i place which it poffeffes in the fySeo of re«» 
ligion. I addrefa^ my felf bow to thoie^ who^ though 
riiey rejea not devotion aa irrational, ^etconfider it 
ss an nnneceffiiry. refinement;, an. attainment which 
may be fafely \t(t ta redafe and fequeftered perfoni » 
who aim at oncommon^ fanftity. The.iisiid and ma* 
terial duties of a good life, they hold, to be in a greal 
neafure independent of devout affe€Uon ;. and think 
them fufficiently fopported^ by their neceflary con* 
ne^on with their iotereft, both in this and in a fn^ 
tare world*. They tnfift mach upon religion being.a 
«alm, a fober, and rational principle of condod — I 
admit that it is very laudable to have a rational relsr 
gion. But I muft admonifh yoo, that it is both re- 
proachful andxriminal,. to have an infeniible heart. 
If. we reduce religion ioto focool a ftate, as not to ad»> 
nit love, afFe6lion» and defire,^ we fhall leave it in 
poflefiion of fmall infiuencaov^r human life. Look 
abroad into the world,, and obferve how few ad opr 
on deliberate and rational views of their true intereft. 
The bulk of mankind are impelled by their feelings. 
They are attracted by appearances of good. Tafte 
and inclination rule their condoft. To dired their . 
inclination and tafle towards, the higheilobje£is; to 
form a relifh within them, for virtuoni and:ipiritual 
enjoyment; to introd4ice. religion into the heart, is 
the province of devotion ;'and hence arifes its im- 
portance to the interefts of gpodnefs. . 

Agreeably to this doctrine, the great Author of our 
religion, who well kn^nu ^wbat ivas in man, laid. the 
&undatipn.ofhis whole fyllem in the regeneration of 
the heart. The change which was to be acconw- 
plilhed on his followers, he did not purpofe to effect, 

merely^ 
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merely by regfltating their external condtfA ; bat by 
forming within them a new nature ;• by takings mtjoaj 
thi heart tf flone\ and gitfing thtm a heart of ftejh, 
that is, a hea»t relenting and tender, yielding to the 
Divine impulfe, and readily fofceptible of devout im- 
preifions. 7houJhalt love the hord fhy God, moith mil 
thy heart, and mind, and /out, and ftrength : This #> 
the firfi and great commandment* My /on gi've me shj 
heart, is the call of God to each of as: ^nd, ia* 
deed, if the heart b^ v?ith-held, it is not eafy to 
conceive what other offering we can prefent, thar 
will be acceptabje to him* 

Of what nature muft that man*s religion be, wte^ 
pro feflcs to worfhip God, and to believe in Chriftj 
and yet raifes his thoughts towards Gt)d, and his Sa- 
viour, without any w'armth of gratitude or love? I 
(peak not of thofe occafional decays of pious affec- 
tion, to which the beft are fubjedt, but of a total in- 
fenfibility to this part of religion. Surely, let the 
outward behaviour be ever fo irreproachable, there 
muft be fome eflential deh6i in a heart, which re- 
mains always unmoved at the view of infinite good- 
nefs." The affcftions .cannot, in this cafe, "be deemed 
to flow in their natural channel. Some concealed 
malignity muft have tainted the inward frame. This 
is not the man whom you would chuic for your bo- 
fom-friend ; or whofe h'53rt you could exped to an- 
fwer, with reciprocal warmth, to yours. His virtne*, 
if it defcrves that name, h not of the moft amiable 
fort; and may, with reafon, receive the appellation 
(often injudkioudy beftowed) of cold and dfy mora- 
lity. Such A perfon muft, as yet, he far /rem the 
kingdom of Heaven^ 

A9 
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As devotion is tl^os cflential to Teligioa in its prin* 
cipje^ (o it eaters into the proper difcharge of all its 
duties. It Ji^'afes an aufpicioas inflttence over the 
whole of virtue. The prevailing temper oi the mini 
is fonned by its mod frequent employmf nts. Inter* 
couffe with Supreme perfection cannot, thevefore, 
bat-CBRoble and improve it. The pure love of God, 
naturally conneds ifrfelf with the love of man^ Hence» , 
devotion haa been often found a powerful inftrameot, 
in humaniaing the manners of men, and taming their 
unruly paffions. It fmooths. what is roagh, and fof- 
tens what is fierce> in onx nature. I,t is the great piK- 
lifier of the afe£li<lns. It infpires contempt of the 
low gratifications belongiiig fo animal life. It pro- 
t^tes an hemble and cheerful contentment with oar 
iot ; and (crbdues that eager defire of riches and of 
fower« which has £lled this unhappy world With 
crimes and mtfery. JPinally^ it beftows that enlarge- 
^^ni of hear^ fn ihe ^vice of God, whkh is the 
great prinotpje, both of perfe^erance, and of progrefi 
in virfuo^ He who, unacquainted with devout affec- 
tionsy iets himielf to keep the Divioe commandments, 
will advance in obedience with a flow and languid 
psLce; like one who, carrying a heavy burden, toils 
to mount the hill. But he whoie heart devotion has 
warmed, will proceed on his way, cheerful and ra* 
joking. The one performs his doty, only becaafe it 
is commandecU^ the other, becauie he loves it. The 
one is inclined to do no more than lieceflsty requires ; 
the other feeks to excel. The one looks for his re- 
ward in fomewhat beiides religion ; the other, finds 
it in religion itfelf : It is his meat and drink to do tbi 
nmll of that htamtnly Father, whom he loves and 
«doFe^» Which of thefe two are likely to make the 

greateft 
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]^reateft tmprovementjo goodnefs, iir esBIj difcerned. 
Let us now confidcr. 

In the third place, the infloence of devotion o« 
the happioefs of lire. WTiatevcf promotes and 
ilrengthen-s' vlrtoe, whatever calms and regaT^tes the 
temper^ is -a fourcc of happinefs, DevotiOfT, as I 
have juft now (hown, produces iho(e efi^e^s in a re- 
markable degree. It infpires compofarc of fpirit, 
mildnefs, and benignity ; weakens the painful, and 
cl eriflies the^leafing emotions ; and by thefe rocaoff, 
carries oa the life of a pious man in ^ fmooth and 
placid tenour. 

Befides exerting this habitual iofioence on the 
mind, devotion opens a field of enjoyments-, to whicb 
me vicious are entire ftranger»;' enjoyments the more 
▼aluable, at they peculiarly belong to retirement 
when tjie world leaves us, and t9 adverfity when it 
becomes oar- Ibe. Thefe ane the tWQtftafons, foe 
which every wife man would moft wi(h to provide 
fome hidden (lore of comfort. For let him be placed 
m the mod favourable fLtnation which thfc human 
Hate admits, the world can neither aFways amufe 
him, nor always fhield Jiim from diflreA. There 
wiU be many hours of vacuity, and many of dejefti- 
on in his life. If he be a (Iranger to God, and to 
devotion, how dreary wiM the gloom of folitude of- 
ten prove ? With what oppreffivc weight will fick- 
nefs, difappointment, or old age, fall upon bis fpi*- 
rits ? But for thofe penfive periods, the pious man 
has a relief prepared. From ihie tircfomfe repetitioa 
of the common vanities of life, or from the painful' 
corroiipn of its c^res and forrows, devotion tranfports 
him into a new region ; and furrounds hiih there 
with, fuch objcdts, as are the mofb fitted to cheer the 

dej[edioa^ 



deje&ion, to caln^ the tumults^ and to heal the 
wounds of his heart. If the world has been empty 
and delufive, it gladdens him with the profped of. 
a higher and better order of things, about to arife. 
If. men hare been ungrateful and bafe, it difplays 
before him the faithful neft of that Supreme Being; 
who, though every orh«r friend fail, will never for*-* 
j^ke him. Confoltyoar experience, and yen will 
find, that the two greateft foarces of inward joy, are 
the cxcrciife of love direded towards a deierving ob* 
je£l, snd the exercife €^f hope terminating on fbme 
high and aiTured h^pp raefs. Both thefe are fupplied 
by devotion ;' and therefore we have no reafon to ht 
farprifed, if on fome occafions, it fill the hearts of 
good men with a fatiefadion not to be exprefTed. 

The refined pieafares o§ a piou5 mifid, are, in 
many refpe^, faperior to tb^' cOarfe gratifications 
of fenfe. They are pl^afures which belong to the 
highei^ powers,, and beft afiedions of the foul i^ 
whereas the gratifications of ienfe refide in the loweft 
Kegion of oar nature. To the.one the foul (loops be* 
low its native dignity. Th<: other, raife it above 
Kfffl/.. 1 he one, leave always a com fort le(«, often 
» mortifying, 'remembran;:e behind them« The 
other, are reviewed with applaufe and delight. The 
pleafuresof fenfe referable a foaming torrent, which, 
after a diforderly coorfe, fpeedily runs out, ai^d 
kaves an empty andoiFeniive channel. But the plea- 
Aires of devotion referable the. equable current of a 
pure river, which enlivens the fields through which 
it paflfes, and diffufes verdure and fertility along its 
banks.— To thee, O Devotion ! we owe the higheil 
improvement of our nature, and much of the enjc^^' 
SieBX of Ottr life. Thou art the fupport of our vir- 

tu.e». 
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tne, and the reft of oar foiils« in this tnrbnlent world. 
Thott compofelt the thoughts. Thoa calmeft the 
paffioDS. Thoa exalteil the heart. Thy commani- 
cationa, and thine only, are imparted to the low no 
lefs than to the high $ to the poor, as well as to the 
rich. In thy prefence, worldly didiadions ceafe; 
and under thy influence, worldly forrows are for- 
gotten. Thoa art the balm of the wounded mind. 
Thy fandtuary is ever open to the miferable ; inac^ 
ceffible only to the onrighteous and impure. Thou 
begin ncft on earth, the temper of heaven. In thee 
Ihe hofts of angels and blefled fpirits eternally re- 
joice. It now remaina, that, 

III. I EMDEavocjR to corre£i fome errors, into 
which men are apt lo fail concerning devotion. For 
it u but too obvious that errors are often committed 
in this part of religion. Thefe freqoently disfigure 
its appearance before the world, and fubje^ it to un* 
jdft reproach. Let us therefore attend deliberately 
to its nature, lb as to diftingoifh pure at^ rational 
devotion, of which I have hitherto treated, from that 
which is, in any degr:ej fpurious and adulterated. 

In the firft place, It is an error to place devotion 
in the mere performance of any external a£i of wor* 
(hip. Prayer and praife, together with the ordinances 
peculiar ta th^ Chriftian religion, are the appointed 
means of raiiing the heart towards the Supreme Be« 
ing. They are the in^ituted (igns of devotion ; the 
language in which it naturally expreiliss itfelf. But 
let us remember, that they are figns and expreffions 
only ; and we all know, that, in various cafes, thefe 
may not correfpond to thenhings fignified. It is in 
the difpofition of the heart, not in the motion of the 
lips, or in the.pefture of the body, that devotioir 

confiib* 



confifts. Th€ heart may pray or prtife» when bo 
words are uttered. But if the heart be anconcerned 
cr ill*afe6ted, all the words we can utter» how pro-* 
perJy framed foever, are no other than empty and 
nnacceptable founds in the ear of the Almighty. 

In the fecottd place^ it is an error to conceire the 
pleafures and advantages of devotion to be indifcri* 
ininately open to iall. Devotion, like many parts of 
^igiouj-may^ in fome lights be confidered as a privi* 
lege> and in othecs as a duty. It is the daty of all, 
to love God, and to refign themfelves tto his wili. 
But it is the privilege of good men only, to rejoice in 
God, and to confide in his friendihip. Hence a cer* 
tain preparation is reqaifite, for the enjoyment of de- 
votion in its whole extent. Not only muft the life 
he reformed from grofs enormities, but the heart 
mnft have^ undergone that change which the Gofpel 
demands. A competent knowledge of God m^ft be 
Acquired. A proper ionndatibn muft be laid in faith 
and repentance, for intercourfe with Heaven, 

They who wonld mfti all at once from the arms 
of the world, into the facred retreat of devotion; 
they who imagine that retreat to fland always ready 
for the reception of fach as betake themfelves to it, 
for no reafon, but becauie evtry other refuge excludes 
them, betray grofs ignorance of this part of religion. 
They bring to it, faculties unqualified to taile its 
pleafures ; and they grafp at hopes, to which they 
are not entitled, hy incorporating witH devotion 
the unnatural mixture of their unfan£lified pafiions, 
they defile and corrupt it. Hence that gloom which 
has often fpread over it^ Hence, thofe fuperftitious 
mortifications and aufterities, by which the falfcly 
devout hope to purchafe favour from God; haiinted 

by 



by tlie lerrbrs of * guilty -confciencc, and yainly 
ftraggling to fabftitutc a fcrvilc and cringing homage^ 
in tbe room of the pure affe6kions of a renewed heart. 
On fuch altars, the hallowed fire of true devotioa 
cannot barn $ nor can any incenfe afcend from them, 
ihat (hall be gj-ateful to Heaven. Bring n^ mirt vain 
Mati$nt. Wajb yr, makt you ciean, put awaj ibt e*vil- 
wf y9ur dQinpfrtm hkfin mint iyes^ faith the Lord* 
CuLfi to do rviJ, learn to do well. Then dra'w^nigh /# 
God, and bo virill drain nigh rt jp»«.— But though de- 
votion requires a pure heart, and a Tirtuous life, and. 
oecefTarily fappo^ the exerciie of fre^pjcot ristirer 
ment« I muft obferve, 

. Iw the third place. That it is an error to concelye 
it is requiring an entire retreat from the world. De- 
votion, like every other branch of religion, was in- 
tended to fit us for diibharging the duties of life* 
We ferve 6od« by being uleful to one aiM>tker« It is 
evident^ from the frame of our nature, and from our 
common nece0ities and wants, that we w^re defigiied 
by Providence for an adive part on this earth* The 
Gofpet'of Chrift, accordingly Qoniiders us as engaged 
in the concerns of the world ^ and diredb its exhort* 
ations to men^. In all the various relations, cliaraders* 
and employments of civil life. Abftraf^ion from fo- 
ciety, therefore, and total dedication of our time to 
devout exerciFes, cannot be the moft proper method 
of acquiring the favour of G^od. 

I mean tiot however, to throw any blame on thofe, 
wbo bavifl^ loft all relifli for the ordinary purfuits of 
iife, in corviequcnce of fevere wound* which they have 
received from afflidlion \ who, being left to ftand 
atone, and difcerning their connedion? with ihe 
world to be in fome meafurc broken off, choofe to 
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feek traoqaiUuy in a religious rettremeiltj and to 
confecrate tkeir days entirely to God. Sitnatiooi 
fometiflws occur, which both juftify a grtkt degree of 
retreat from the worlds and entitle it to refped. Bat 
with regard to the balk of mankind^ Chriftian de- 
TOtioa neither requires nor implies any fach reqacT- 
tration from the affairs of men«. ^ay* for rhe moft 
.part, it will be cultivated with grcj^r faccefs by 
thoie who xaingle it with the afiive employjnents of 
life. For the mitA, when entirely occupied by any 
<^ii«ibbje^ is in hazard of viewing it at laft through 
a falfe median. Db^ds, efpecially» Ai great and 
^bliin« as thereof devotion^ when we attempt to 
^y^ apoft them unremitiiing atUndon,^ overftretch and 
-dilbrder 6or feeble powers. The nuod, by being re* 
laxedy. returns to them with more advantage. As 
none of our organs >can bear intenie ien£itions with- 
out iojury.; as the eye, when dazzled with overpow* 
^nn^ <li^ht/ ibehoid& imaginary coloncs, and iofes 
c(he Teal -diftindiioa of objeds ; fo the mind, when 
•overheated by perpetual contemplation of celeftiai 
things, has been fometimes found to niftake the 
Urong iroprefficns of fancy, for fupernatnral commu- 
iiications from above. To the employments of de* 
"votion, as to all other things, there are due limits. 
There is a certain temperate fphere, within which it 
^referves loivge/l its pmper exertion, and moft fuc« 
tefsfuJIy promotes the pbrpofes Ibr which it was de- 
figned. ' ^ 

In the foorth place, €t is an eitor to imagine, that 
devotion enjoins a total contempt of ail the pleafares 
and amofements of human fociety. it checks, in- 
deed, that fpirit of diffipatton which is too prevalent, 
it .not only . prohibits pieafurcs which are unlawful. 



• 



g5g dm Danttii/L S* X* 

bot itk€w>fe that vnlnvfoTdegree of attidimcsix to 
pleafiifes in ihemielves iaaoceat, wkkh-withdrftWA 
die atteDtipn of man from what is ierkyas and im- 
portant. Bat it brings amafemcnt omkr due .limita- 
tion, without extirpating it^ .]t forbi'ds it as the^te- 
finefft $ bot permiu it as the r^axation, of life. . Fom 
there is* nothing in thefpiric oftrne religion., which: 
is hofttle to a cheerful enjoyment of oarl fituation in 
the world. 

They who look with a kvtre and indignant ejre> 
npon all the recieatioot by which the cares, oijmffit 
ire.relieTed^ and the iknionof focietyis cem^Ud* 
are» inrtirP ccTpedsy ii^ions tOTcligion; Firft^.thf^r 
exhibit it to others under a forbidding :. form » by 
cloathing it' with the garb of fo;m]ach.anneceirary 
auderlty. And next, they deprive the world. of the 
^ene£t vtthich their example might afibrd, in drawing 
the Itne between innocent and dangerous pleafonof^ 
By a cemperate parcicipatiom of thofe which are in- 
nocent^ they might 6icce(sfuHy exert that authority, 
which- a virtuous andrefpedable charafler always 
pofipffiis, in reflMining undue excefs. They would 
ihow the young^ and unwary, at what point they 
ought to ftop. They would have it in their power to 
regulate, in feme degree, the public manners ; lo 
check extravagance, to hn ruble prefumption, and put 
vice to tbe blulh. But, through injudicious feverity, 
they fall ihort of the good they might perform. By 
an indifcriminate cenfure of all amufement, they de- 
tra^from the weight of their reproof, when amufe- 
ment becomei undoubtedly (inful. By totally with- 
drawing themfelves from the circle of cheerfol life, 
they deliver up the entertainments of fociety, into 
the hands c£ the loofe, and the corrupted ; and per • 
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mit the blind power of ftfliioii, ancontroaled, toefta- 
blsflk its own ftandards, and to excrcife iu daogeroas 
fwt/ o?er the world. 

Iti tbe fifth place. It is an error to belkve that de« 
vocton nouriihes a fpirit of ieverity, in jodging of the 
manners and charafiers of -others. Under this re- 
proach, indeed, it has fo long fnffered in the world ; 
that, lyith too. many, the appellation of devout, 
%ge(b no other cbarader, bat that of a four and re- 
clufe bigot* who delights in cenibre. Bat the re- 
proach 19 aojofi ; for fuch a fpirit is ennrely oppofite 
to the nature of true devotion. The very i^rft traces 
which it imprints on the mind; are candoar and ha« 
siility. Its principles are liberal. Its genius is ua- 
aflUming and mild. Severe only to itfelf, it makes 
every allowance for others which homanity can fug- 
geft. It claims no privilege of looking into their 
hearts, or of deciding with refped to their eternal 
(late. — If yonr fuppofed devotion produce contrary 
elFeds ; if it infufe harlhnef« into your fentiments, 
and acrimony into your fpeech ; you may conclude, 
that under a ferious appearance, carnal paffions lurk. 
And, if ever it ihall fo far lift you up with felf-con- 
ceit, as to make you eftabli(h your own opinions as 
an iofallible flandard for the whole chriftian world, 
and lead yon to confign to perdition, all who dt^ec 
from you, either in fome do£lrinal tenets, or in the 
mode of expreffing them ; 70a may reft aRared, that 
to much pride yOu have joined much ignorance, 
both of the nature of devotion, and of the Go%el of 
Chrift. Finally, 

Jn the fixth place. It is an error to think, that per- 
petual rapture and fpirltual joy belong to devotion. 
Devout feelings admit very different degrees of 
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warmth and exaltatioo. Some peribnt , by tbe frame 
of their miifds, are moch more fafceptible thaa 
others, of the tender emotions. They more readily 
relent at the view of Divine goodnefs, glow with a 
warmer ardoor of love, and, by confeqaence, rife to 
s higher elevation of joy and hope. Bat, in the 
xnidft of ftill and calm a£[eftions, devotion often 
dwells; and, though it produce no tranfports in the 
mind, diffafes over it a fteady ferenity. Devoot feo- 
fations not only vary in their degree according to* the 
frame of different tempers ; bot, even among the 
beft difpofed, foffer much intermption and decay. It 
were too much to exped, that in the pre(ent ftate of 
haman frailty, thofe happy.faellngsfiionld be uniform 
and coaftant. <Oppreffion ef. worldly cares, laogoor 
of fpirits, and infirmities of health, frequently indif- 
pofe us for the enjoyment of devout affe^ons. Pioas 
men, 00 thefe occafions» are in hazard of paffing 
judgment on their own date with too machXeverity ; 
as if, for fome great iniquity, they were condemned 
by God to .final hardnefs of hearts Hence ari(es that 
melancholy, which has been feen to overcloud them^ 
and which has given occafion to many contemptuoos 
fcofis. of ungodly men. But it is a melancholy which 
deferves to be treated with tendernefs, not with con* 
tempt, it is the excefs of virtnous and pious (en£bi- 
lity. It is the overflowing of a heart afeded, in aa 
extreme degree, with the humble ienfe of its o^n 
failings, and with ardent concern to attain the fa- 
vour of God. A weaknefs, however, we admit it to 
be, though not a crime ; and Tiold it to be pcrfedly 
feparable from the eifence of devotion. For contri- 
tion, though it may melt, ought not to iink or over- 
power the heart of a ChriHian. The tear of repent- 
ance 



aoce brings its own relief. Religion is a fpring of 
confolation, not of terror, to eyery well-informed 
mind, which, in a proper manner, refts its hope on 
the infinite goodned of God, and the all-fufficient 
merit of Chrifl. 

To conclude. Let as remore from devottoo, all 
thofe miftakes, to which the corrnptions of men, or 
their ignorance and prejudices, have given ri(e. 
With OS let it be the worfliip of God, infpirit and in 
truth.; the elevation of the foal towards him, in fim- 
plicity and love. Let us purfuelt as the principle of 
virtuous condufl, and of inward peace. By frequent 
and ferioQ^ meditation on the great objedts of reli- 
gion, let us lay ourfelves open to its influence. By 
means of the tnftkutions of the Gofpelyiet ns cherifli 
its impreflions. And above all, let ns pray to 'God, 
that he may eftablifh its power in our heart. For 
here, if any where, his aHiftance is requiiite. » The 
fpirit of devotion is his gift. From his infpiration it 
proceeds. Towards hint it tends ; and in his pre- 
4eace hereafter, it (hall attain its full perfedion. 



la S £ R- 



[ «7» 3 

SERMON XI. 

Ob the Dun is of the Yov no. 

T I T v a ii. 6* 
ycu9f auft likewi/i ixhri» to bl fiber-miniii. 

SOBRIETV of mind, is ODe of thofe virtuei 
which the prefent tondition of homao life ftroog-" 
ly inculcates. The uncertainty of its enjoyments^ 
checks prefamption \ the moltipiicity of its dangers^ 
demands perpetual caution. Moderation^ vigilance^ 
and felf-governroent) are duties incumbent on ail { 
but efpecially on fuch as are beginning the journey of 
life. To them, thereforei the admonition in the Text 
isy with grea5 propriety, direAed ; though there is 
reafon to fear« that h^^ them it is in hasard of being 
leail regarded* Experience enforces the admoniuoa 
on the moft giddy^ after they have advanced in years. 
But the whole fiate of youthful views and paflions, is 
adverfe to fobriety of mind. The fcenes which pre* 
fent them/elves, at our 'entering upon the world, art 
commonly flattering. Whatever they be in them- 
felves, the lively fpirits of the younf gild every open- 
ing profped. The field of hope appears to firetch 
wide before them. Pleafare {^tvR% to put forth its 
bloHToths oil every fide. Impelled by defire, forward 
they i'ufii with incbnfiderdte ai-dour : Prompt to de- 
cide, and to thoofe; aveife to hefitate^ or to enquire | 
< ire* 
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crednloas* becaufe mitaught by experknce; rafli« 
becaufe nnacqaainted with danger % head-ftrong, be- 
caaie unfubdued by dKappointmeiit. Hence aiiie 
the perils, of which it ia my defign atprefentto warn 
them. I (hall xsktfibrietj $/ mind, in its moft com* 
prehenfive fenfe, as incloding the whole of that dif- 
cipline which religion and virtue prefcribe to yoath. 
Thongh the words of the Tefxt are direflly addrefliMl 
to young men, yet, as the fame admonition is given 
in a preceding verfe to the other fex, the inftrndions 
which arife from the Text are to be confidered as 
common to both, I intend firft, to'fhow them the 
importance of b^inoiog t^\y to give ferious atten- 
tion to their conduct ; and, next, to point out thofe 
virtaes which they ought chiefly to cultivate. 

Aa foon as you are capable of refleftion, you mnft 
perceive that there is a right and a wrong, in hnmaa 
^Qions. You fee, that thofe who are born with the 
iame advantages of fortune, are not all equally prof* 
perous in the courfe of life. While fome of them, 
by wife and fleady conduct, attain diftindion in the 
world, and pafs their days with comfort and honour ; 
others of the fame rank, by mean and vicious beha- 
viour, forfeit the advantages of their birth, involve 
themfelves in much roifery, and end in being ^ difr 
grace to their friends, aod a burden on fociety. Early, 
then, you may learn, that it is not on the external 
condition in which you find yourfelves placed, but 
on the part which you are to a6l, that your welfare 
or unhappineis, your honour or infamy, depend. 
Now, when beginning to adt that part, what can be 
of greater moment, than to regulate your plan of 
condud with the moft ferious attention, before yoii 
have yet committed any fatal or irretrievable errors ? 
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U, iDftead of exerting refledtion for this Faloable por- 
pofc, you deliver yourfelves up, at fo critical a time, 
to floth and pleafure ; if you refufe to liften to any 
counfellor but humour, or to attend to any purfoit 
except that of amufement ; if you allow yourfelves 
to float loofe and carelefs on the tide of life, ready to 
receive any diredlion which the cmrent of fafhioo 
nay chance to give you ; what can you exped to 
follow from fuch beginnings ? While fo many around 
you are undergoing the (ad confeqnencesofa likein- 
difcretion, for what reafon fliall not thoie confe- 
quences extend to you I Shall you only attain focceft 
without that preparation, and efcape dangers with- 
out that precaution, which is required of others? 
Shall happinefs grow up to you, of its own accord, 
and folicit your acceptance, when, to the reft of 
mankind. It is the fruit of long cultivation, and the 
acquifition of labour and care f — Deceive not your- 
felves with fuch arrogant hop^s. Whatever be yoar 
rank. Providence will not for your fake, reverfe its 
cftabliflied order. The author of your being hath 
enjoined you to take heed to jour nvays i to pondtr tie 
^fatbs ofjourfitt ; to remember jour Creator in the dap 
efjourjoutb. He hath decreed, that they only *wbo 
ftek after nvi/dom, Jhalljindit\ xhzt fooh fiaii be af» 
fiiBed^ becau/e of tbeir tranfgrejffjons ; and that 'wbofi 
refufetb inftru^lon, Jhall deftroj bis e*wnfouL By lift- 
ening to thefe admonitions, and tempering the viva- 
city of youth with a proper mixture of ferious thought, 
you may enfure cheerfulnefs for the reft of life ; but 
by delivering yourfelves up at prefent to giddinefs 
and levity, you lay the foundation of lafting heavi- 
Tit(i of heart. 

Whin 
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When you look forward to thofe plana of Iife» 
which either yoor circamllaDces have fuggtHed, or 
yoar friends have propofed, you will not hefitate to 
acknowledge, that in order to purfue them with ad- 
vantage^ fome previous difcipline is requifite. Be 
alTared^ that whatever is to be yoar profeflion, no 
education is more necelTary to year faccefs, than the 
acquirement of virtuous difpodt ions and habits. This 
is the nniverfal preparation for every charader, and 
ts^ty ftation in life. Bad as the world is, refpedt is 
always paid to virtue. In the ufual courfe of human 
affairt» it will be found, that a plain underflanding 
joined with acknowledged worth j contributes more to 
profpcrity, than the brighteft parts without probity 
or honour. Whether fcience, or bufinefs, or public 
life^ be your aim, , virtue ftill enters, for a principal 
fliare, into all thofe great departments of fociety. I:, 
is con neded with eminence, in every liberal art; 
with reputation, in every branch of fair and ufctul 
Iniiinefs ; with difttnfiion, in every public ilation. 
The vigour which it gives the mind, and the weight 
which it adds to charadler ; the generous fentimenis 
which it breathes, the undaunted fpirlt which it in- 
fpires^ the ardour of diligence which it quickens, the 
freedom which it procures from pernicious and dif- 
honourable avocations, are the foundations of all that 
ia high in fame, or great in foccefs, among men. 

Whatever ornamental or engaging endowments 
you now poflefs, virtue is a neceffary requiiite, in or- 
der to their fhining with proper luftre. Feeble are 
the attradions of the faireil form, if it be fufpedied 
that nothing within, correfponds to the pleafmg ap- 
pearance without. Short are the triumphs of wit, 
whfii it is fuppofed to be the vehicle of malice. By 
I ^ what- 



176 OnthiDmie^ S, XL 

whatever arts yoa may at firft attract the attention^ 
yoa can hold the efteem, and fecure the hearts of 
others, only by amiable difpofitions, and the accom- 
plifliments of the mind. Thefe are the qnalities 
whofe influence will laft, when the ludre of all that 
•Qce /parkled and dazzled has pafled away. 

Let not then the feafon of youth be barren of im- 
provements fo efiential to yoar future felicity and 
honour. Now is the feed-time of life $ and ac* 
cording to what you /onjo, jou Jbalireap\ Your cha- 
rader is now, under Divine affidance, of your own 
forming ; your fate is, in fome meafure, put into 
your owf) hands. Your natdre is as yet pliant and 
foft. Habits have not eilabliihed their dominion, 
n^jadices have not pre-occopied yourunderftanding. 
The world has not had time to contract and debafe 
your affedtions. All your pbwers are more vigorous, 
dirembarrafled, and free, than they will be at any 
future period. Whatever impulfe you now give to 
your deiires and paflions, the diredlion is likely to con- 
tinue. It will form the channel in which your life is 
to run; nay, it may determine its everlafting ifloe. 
Confider then the employment of this important pe- 
riod, as the higheft truft which ihall ever be com* 
mitted to you ; as, in a great meafure, decifive of 
your happinefs, in time> and in eternity. As in the 
fucccffion of the fcafons, each, by the invariable laws 
of Nature, affeds the productions of what is next in 
courfe; fo, in human life, every period of our age, 
according as it is well or ill fpent, influences the hap- 
pincfs of that which is to follow. Virtuous youth 
gradually brings forward accompliihed and flouriOi* 
ing manhood i and fuch manhood pafles of itfelf, 
without uneaiinefs, into refpe^able and tranquil old 

age. 
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age. But wlicn Nature is tamed out of iw rcgolir 
coarfe^ diforder takes place io the moraU joft as in 
the vegetable world. Jf the Spring pot forth no 
bloflbms, in Summer there will beqo beauty^ andia 
Autumn no fruit. So« if youth be trifled away with- 
out iraprovemeaty manhood will be contemptible, 
and old age miferable. If the beginnings of life 
have been *vani/j, its latter end can be no other 
than *vixathH offpiriu 

Having thus (hown the importance of beginning 
early to give ferious attention to condud. I come« 
next, to point out the virtues which are moft neceflary 
to be cultivated in youth* What I fliall^ 

I. Recomm.emd, is piety to God With this T 
begin, both as the foundation of good morals^ and as 
a difpoiition particularly graceful and becoming in ' 
yotttb. To be void of it» argues a^old heart^defli- 
tute of fome of 'the beft afiedlton^ which' belong to ' 
that age. Youth is the ieafon of warm and 'generous 
emotions. The heart fliould- thdn« - fpontaneoufly, • 
rife into the admirationr of whftt is great, glow with 
the love of what is fair and excellent, and melt at 
the difcovery of tenderhefs and goodnefs. Where 
can any object be found, fo pr6per to kindle thofc 
affedions, as the Father of the univerfe, and the Au- 
thor of all felicity } Unmoved by veneration, can 
you- contemplate that grandeur and majefly, which' 
his works every where difplay f Untouched by gra- 
titude, can you view that profufiOn of good, which* 
in this pleafing feafon' of life, his beneficent hand 
pours around you ? Happy in the love and affedlion 
of thofe with whom you are conne^ed> look up to 
the Supreme Being, as the infpirer of all the fricnd- 
fliip which has ever been ihbwn you by others ; him* 
I s ftlf. 
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felf, your beft and your firft friend ; formerly, the 
fupporter of your infancy, and the guide of yoor child- 
liood ; BOWf the gnardian of yoar youth, and the 
hope of your coming years. View religious homage^ 
as a natural expreffion of gratitude to him for all his 
goodnefs. Confider it as the fervice of the G^il of 
yowr fathers ; of him, to whom yonr parents devoted 
you ; of him, whom in former ages your anCeftors 
honoured; and'hy whom they are now rewarded, 
and bJefied in heaven. Conne£led with fo many ten- 
der fenfibilities of foul, let religion be with you, not 
the cold and barren offspring of fpeculation, but the 
warm and vigorous dilate of the heart. 

But though piety chiefly belong to the heart, yet 
the aid of the underllanding is requifite, to give a 
proper direction to the devout affedions. Yon mud 
endeavour, therefore, to acquire juft views, both of 
the gxeat principles of natural religion, and of the 
peculiar dodlrincs of the gofpel. For this end, lludy 
the -Sacred fcripturcs. Confult the word of God, 
more than the fyflems of men, if you would know 
the truth in its native purity. When, upon rational 
tnd fober enquiry, you have eflablifhed your prin- 
ciples, fafFer them not to be ihaken, by the fcofFs of 
the licentious, or the cavils of the fceptical. Remem- 
ber, that in the examination of every great and com- 
prehcnfive plan, fuch as that of Chriftianity, difficul- 
ties may be expefled to occur ; and that reafonabic 
evidence is nor t\> be rejedied, becaufe the nature of 
cur prefent ftate allows us only to kna^w in part ^ and 
to fee tbroujfb a gla/s darkly^ 

Imprefs your minds with reverence for all that is 
facred. Let no wantonnefs of youthful fpirits, no 
compliance with the intemperate mirth of othersj^ 

ever 
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^ver betrjiy you into profaoe fallies. Befides the gailt 
which is thereby incurred, nothing gives a more odU 
OQS appearance of petulance and prefuxnption to 
youths than the affedation of treadng religion with 
levity. Inftead of being an evidence of fnperior an- 
derilandingy it difcovers a pert and ihallow ntind ; 
which vain of the firlt foiatterings of knowledge* 
prefnmes to make light of what the reft of mankind 
xevcre. 

Ai the fame time« yon are not to imagine, that 
when exhorted to be religious, yon are called upon . 
to become more formal and folemn in your manners 
than others of the fame years, or to ereA yourfelves 
into fupercilious reprovers of thofe around you. The 
fpirit of truCTeligion breathes gentlenefs and affabi' 
licy. It gives a native, unaffeded eafe to the beha- 
viour. It is focial, kind, and cheerful : far removed 
from that gloomy and illiberal fnperftition which' 
clouds the brow, (harpens the temper, dejeds thefpi- 
rit,.and teaches men to fit themfelves for another 
world, by negleding the concerns of this. Let your 
religion, on the contrary, conned preparation for 
heaven, with an honourable diicharge of the duties 
of adlive life. Let it be a/Tociated in yourimagina* 
tion, with all that is manly and ufeful ; nvhb ^bat/o" 
ever ibings ar$ true, are jufi, are pure, are U'vely^ are 
9f good report , whenever there is any ^virtue, acnd wher- 
ever there is any prai/e. Of fuch religion difcover, 
on every proper occafion, that you are not aihamed ; 
hut avoid making any uifneceffary oflentation of ic 
before the world. 

117 To piety, join roodefty and docility, reverence 

of yoor parents, and fubmiHion to thofe who are your 

fuperiors in knowledge, in ftation, and in ycars.'De- 

'' ' pendance 
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pendance and obedience belong to youth. Modefty 
is one of its cbief ornaments ; and has ever been 
efieemed a prefage of rifing merit. When entering 
on ihe career of life, it is yoar part* not to aflame 
the reins as yet into yonr hands ; but to commit 
yoorfelves to the guidance of the more experienced, 
and to become wife by the wifdom of thofe who have 
gone before yoo. 

Of air the follies incident to youth, there are none 
which cither deform its prefent appearance, or blaft 
the profpe^k of its fatare prcfperity, more than (elf- 
conceit, prefomption, and obftinacy. By checking 
lis natural progrefs in improvement, they fix it on 
long immaturity ; and frequently produce mifchiefs, 
which can never be repaired r Yet thefe are vices too 
commonly found among the young. Big with enter- 
prife, and elated by hope, they refolve to truft for 
(bccefs to none but theipfelves. Foil of their own 
abilities, they deride the admonitions whith are given 
them by their friends, as the timorous foggeftions of 
age. Too wife to learn, too impatient to deliberate, 
too forward to \ft redrained, they plunge with preci- 
pitant indifcretion. into the midii of all the dangers 
with which life abounds. Seefl thou a young mam wife 
Jfg his oovff cenctii f Thtti is more hofo of a fool than 
of him, — Pofitive as you n^w mt ifi yoQr opinions, 
and confident in your aflertions, beafifured, that the 
time approaches, when both men and things will ap- 
pear to yon in a different light. Many chara£ters 
which you now admire, will, by and by, fink in 
your eileem ; and many opinions, of which you are 
at prefent moil tenacious, will alter as you advance 
in years. Diftruft, therefore, that glare of youthful 
prefuiuption, which dazzles your eyes. Abound not 

in 
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in your own fenfe. Pat not yoorfelves forward with 
too much ea^rnefs ; nor imagine, that by the impe« 
taofity of javenile ardonr, you can overturn fyftemt 
which have been long eftabliflied, and change the 
face of the world. Ltaru not t§ fbink m$ri highly of . 
ywrfd'ues thany^u ought to thinks hut to think fohtrly. 
By patient ^and gradual progreffion in improvement^ 
yon may in due time, command tailing efteem* But 
hyaflaming at prefent^ atone^offaperiority. to which 
you have no title> you will difgnft thofe whofe appro- 
bation it is moft important to gain. Forward viva- 
^ty may fit you to be~ the companions of an idle 
hour. More folid qualities maft recommend you to 
the wife, and mark you out for importance and cour 
fideration in/obfequent life. 

ill. It is neceifary to recommend to yon, fincerity 

and truth. This is the bafis of every virtue. That 

darknefs of chara^er. where we can fee no heart; 

thofe foldings of art^ through-which no native affec-* 

« tion is allowed to penetrate, prefent an objed. una- 

niiable in every feafon of life, but particularly odious 

in youth. If, at an age when the heart is warm, 

when the emotions are ftrong,'and when nature is ex- 

pe^ed to (how itfejf free and open, you can already 

fnile and deceive, what are we to look for, when 

you (hall be longer hackneyed in the ways of men ; 

when interefl (hall have completed the obduration of 

your heart, and experience (hall have improved you 

IQ all the artsof gaile? I^ifSmulatiori in xp^th, is 

the fore-runner of perfidy in old age. Its firfl ap- 

pearance, is the fatal omen of growing depravity, 

and future (hame. It degrades parts and learning ; 

obfcures the loftre of every accompliflimentj and 

finks yon into contenipt with God, and man. ' 



its OntbeDuHa S. XL 

As y<m value therefore, the approbation of Hea- 
ven« or the efteem of the world, coltivatc the ]ove of 
truth, in all your proceedings^ be direct and con- 
fiftent. Ingenuity and candour poflefs the moft pow- 
erftti charm ; they befpeak univerfal favour, and car- 
ry an apology for almoft every failing. Tbt lip of 
truth, fiall hi tfiahlifindfor ever ; hut a lying tongue, 
is but fer a moment • Prov. xii. 19: The. path of 
truth, is a plaia and a fafe path ; that of falfehood, 
is a perplexing maze. After the firfl departure from 
ilncerity, it is not in your power to ftop. One ar- 
ticle unavoidably leads on to another; till as the in- 
tricacy of the labyrinth increafes, you are left en- 
tangled in your own inare. Deceit difcovers a little 
mind, which (lops at temporary expedients, without 
rifing to comprehenfive views of condudt. Ic betrays 
at the fame time, a daHardly fpirit. It is the refource 
of one, who wants courage to avow his defigns, or to 
reH upon himfelf. Whereas opennefs of charadler 
difplays that generous boldnefs, which ought to dif- 
tinguifh youth. To fet out in the world with no 
other principle than a crafty attention to intereft, be- 
tokens one who is deilined for creeping through the 
inferior walks of life. But to give an early prefe- 
rence to honour above gain, when they Hand in com- 
petition ; to defpife every advantage, which cannot 
be attained without di(honefl arts ; to brook no 
meannefs, and to (loop to no dilCmulation ; are the 
indications of a great mind, the prefages of future 
eminence and diftindlion in life. 

At the fame time, this .virtuous fincerity is perfectly 
confident with the moil prudent vigilance and cau- 
tion. It is oppofed to cunning, not to true wifdom. 
It is not the firoplicity of a weak and improvident. 
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bat the candour of an enlarged and noble mind ; of 
one who fcorns deceit, becauie be accoants it both 
bafe and unprofitable ; and who feeks no difguife, 
becaufe he needs none to hide him. Lwrd ! *wb»fiaU 
abide in thy tahernacb f H'lf fiall afctnd into thj baly 
hill? Hi thai tvaUett uprightly , and voorkttb rights 
on/m/s, andfftakitb tbt truth in bis btart, 

IV- YouTH is the proper feafon of cultivating the 
benevolent and humane affeaions. Asa great part 
of yonr happinefs is to depend on the connections 
which you form with others, it is of high import- 
ance that you acquire, betimes, the temper and the 
manners which will render fach connexions com- 
fortable. Let a fenfe of juftice be the foundation of 
all your focial qualities. Ini your moft early inter- 
courfc with the world, and even in your youthful 
amufcmcnts, let no unfairnefs be found. Engrave on 
your mind that facred rule, of doing in ail^ things to 
0tbers, according as you wjb that they Jhould do unto 
you. For this end, imprei's yourfclves with a deep 
fenfe of the original, and natural, equality of men. 
Whatever advantages of birth and fortune you poflefs, 
never difplay them with an oftentatious fupcriority. 
Leave the fubordinations of rank, to regulate the in- 
tercourfe of more advanced years. At^refent, it be- 
comes you to ad among your companions, as man 
with man. Remember how unknown to yon arc the 
viciifitudes of the world ; and how often tbey, on 
whom ignorant and contemptuous young men once 
looked down with fcorn, have rifen to be their fupe- 
riors in future years. 

Cotnpaffion is an emotion, of which you ought ne- 
ver to be alhamcd. Graceful in youth is the tear of 
fyropathy, and the heart that melts at the talc of woe. 

iuCt 
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Let not eafe and indulgence contraf^ your affedlions, 
and wrap you up inTelfiih enjoymeau But go fonie- 
times to the boufi of mourning, as well as to the bou/k 
ef/eafting, Accuftom yourfelves to think of the dif- 
trefles of human life ; of the folitary cottage^ the dy- 
ing parent, and the weeping orphan. Tboujbalt not 
bar din tby beart, nor flfut tbj band from thy poor hro* 
tbir ; but tbou Jbalt furely gi'ut unto bim in t be day of 
bis nui : And tbine beart Jhall not be grieved nvbea 
tbou gi<veft unto bim ; heiaufe tbat for tbit tbingt tb$ 
Lord tby Godjball blefs tbee in ali tby ^sorks. Deut. 
XT. 7. 10. Never fporc with pain and diftrefs> in any 
of your amqfeinents; nor treat even the meaneftin^ 
fed, with wanton cruelty. 

In young minds, there is commonly a ftrong prck 
penfity to particiilar intimacies and friendlhips. 
Youth, indeed, is the feafo^ when friendlhips are 
fometimes formed, which not only continue through 
facceeding life, but which glow to the laft, with a 
tendernefs unknown to the connexions begun in 
cooler years. The propenfity therefore is not to be 
difcouraged ; "though at the fame time it inufl be re- 
gulated with much circumfpe£tion and care. Too 
many of the pretended friendlhips of youth, are mere- 
combinations in pleafure. They are often founded 
on capricious likings ; fuddenly contracted, and as 
fadd«nly dilTolved. Sometimes they are the cfFedt of 
intereded complaif^nce and flattery on the one fide, 
and of credulous fondnefs on the other. Beware of 
fuch ra(h and dangerous connexions, which may af- 
terwards load you with dilhctnour. Remember tbat 
by .the charadler of thofc whom you.xhoofe for your 
friends, your own is likely to be formed » and will 
certainly be judged of by the world. Be flow^ ibere- 

forc,. 
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htt, and caotioos in contradliDg iatiaacy ; but wliea 
a virtaoas friendihip is once cftabliihed, confider it as 
a facred engagement. £3q)o(e not*your(elves to the 
reproach of lightnefs and inconftancy^ which always 
befpeak^ either a triflings or a bafe mind. Reveal 
none of the fecrets of your friend. Be faithfal to his 
interefts. Forfake him not in danger. Abhor the 
thonght of acquiring any advantage by his prejudice 
or hurt. Tbgrt is a friend ibat loveih at all timet ^ 
And a broth ir that is berm for ad/verjity. Thine won 
friend^ and tbj father* s friend ^ forfake not. Prov. xvii. 
'7-— xxvii. lo. 

Finally^ on this head ; in order to render yonrfelves 
amiable in fociety^ corred every appearance of harfli- 
nefs in behavionr. Let that conrtefy difUngnifh yoor 
<l«meanour« which fprings, not fomnch from ftudied 
politenefs, ms from a mild and gentle heart. Follow 
(he cuftoms of the world in matters indifferent : but 
^P when they become finful. Let your manners be 
^Aple and natural; and of .ceurfe they will be en* 
gaging. Aflbftation is certain deformity. By form- 
^i>g themtelves on fantaftic models^ and vying with 
one another in every reigning folly, the young begin 
with being ridiculousj and end in being vicious and 
immoral • 

V. Let me particularly exhort youth to tempe- 
rance ia pleafure : Let me admoniih them, to beware 
of that rock on which thoufands^ from race to race, 
continue to fplit. The love of pleafure^ natural to 
wan in t;^tty period of life, glows at this age with 
txceffive ardonr. Novelty adds fre(h charms, as yet, 
to t,ytxy gratification. The world appears to fprcad 
a continual feaft; and health, vigour, and high fpi- 
rits, invite them to partake of it without rellraint. 
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In vain we warn ihem of latent dangers. Religion ir 
accufed of infufferable feverity, in prohibiting enjoy- 
ment I and the oldf when they offer ad monition s^ are 
upbraided with having forgot that they once were 
young. And yet, my friends, to what do the reilraints 
sf religion 9 and the counfels of age« with refped to 
pleafore^ amoant ? They may all be comprized in few 
words, not to hnrt yourfelves, and not to hurt others, 
by your purfuit of pleafure. Within thefe bounds, plea- 
fare is lawful ; beyond tliem it becomes criminal, be- 
caufe it is ruinous. Are thefe refiraints any other,, 
than what a wife man would choofe to iropofe on him* 
felf ? We call you not to renounce pleafure, but to 
enjoy it in fafety. Inflead of abridging it, we exhort 
you to purfue it on an exteii(ive plan. We propofe 
meafures for fecuriog its pofleflion, and for prolong- 
ing its duration. 

Confult your whole nature. Cpnfider yourfelves 
Dot only as fenfitive, but as rational beings ; not on- 
ly as rational, but focia!;. not only as focial, but im- . 
mortal. Whatever violates your nature in any of thefe 
refpeds, cannot afFord true pleafure ; any more than 
that which undermines an efTential part of the vital 
fyftem, can promote health. For the truth of this 
conclufion, we appeal, not merely to the. authority of 
religion, nor to the tedimony of the aged, but to^ 
yourfelves and your own experience. We alk. Whe- 
ther you have not found, that in a courfs of criminal 
etcefs, your pleafure was more than compenfated by 
fucceeding pain ? Whether, if not from every parti- 
cular inftance, yet from every habit, at Icaft, of un- 
lawful gratification, there did not fpring fome thora 
to wound you, there did not arife (bme confequence 
to make you repent of it in the iiTue } Ho<w long tben^ 
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yijimpli 9Mts ! wiilji lona fimplicity ? How long re- 
peat the fame round of pernicious folly, and tamely 
expofe yourfelves to be caught in the fame fnare ? If 
yon have any confideration, or any firmnefs left^ 
avoid temptations/ for which you have found your- 
felves unequal, with as much care, as you would 
ihun peftilential in&aion. Break off* all conneaions 
with the loofe and profligate. Whenfinners eutia thee, 
con/int tbou not. Look not on tbi nvim luben it is red, 
^wben it givetb its colour in tbe cup ; for at tbe laft, it 
hititb like aferpent^ andftingetb like an adder. Remove 
tbj lAiayfrom tbe ftrange woman, and come not near tbe 
door of ber bou/e. Let not tbine beart decline to ber 
lAfoys i /or - ber boufe is tbe nvay to belL Tbou goeft 
eifte'r ber as a hirdbajletb to tbe fnare, and knovuetb not 
tbat it is for bis life. 

By thefe unhappy. exceiTes of irregular pleafure in 
youth, how many amiable difpofitions are corrupted 
or deflroyed ! How .many rifing capacities and powers 
liXt fupprefled ! How many flattering hopes of parents 
and friends, are totally extinguiflied ! Who but muft 
drop a tear over human nature^ when he beholds that 
morning which arofe fo bright, pvercaft with fuch un- 
timely darknefs ; that good humour which once capti- 
vated all hearts, that vivacity which fparkled in tstt'y 
company, thofe abilities which were fitted for adorning 
the highefl ftation, all facrificed at {he fhrine of low 
fenfuality ; and one who was formed for running the 
fair career of life in the midft of public elleem, cut 
off by his vices at the beginning of his courfe, or 
funk, for the whole of it, into infignificancy and 
contempt!— Thefe, O finful Pleafure! are thy tro- 
phies. It is thus that, co-operating with the foe of 
God and man, thdu degradefl human honour, and 
biased the opening profpeQs of human felicity. 

VI. Di. 
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In vain we warn them of latent dangers. Religion it. 
accufed of infufferable feverityy in prohibiting enjoj- 
ment ; and the oldt when they offer admonitions^ are. 
upbraided with having forgot that they once were 
yoang. And yet, my friends, to what do the reilraints 
sfreligion^ and the counfels of age, with refped to 
pleafore, amount ? They may all be comprized in few 
words, not to hort yourfelves, and not to hart others, 
by your parfait of pleafure. Within thefe bounds, plea* 
fate is lawful ; beyond tliem it becomes criminal, be- 
canfe it is ruinous* Are thefe rellraints any other,, 
than what a wife man would choofe to iropofe on him- 
felf ? We call you not to renounce pleafure, but to 
enjoy it in fafety. Inilead of abridging it, we exhort 
you to purfue it on an exten^ve plan. We propofe 
meafures for fecuriog its pofleflion, and for prolong* 
ing its duration. 

Confult your whole nature. Cpnfider yourfelves 
Dot only as fenfitive, but as rational beings ; not on« 
]y as rational, but focial;. not only as focial» but im- . 
mortal* Whatever violates your nature in any of thefe 
refpe£l», cannot afford true pleafure ; any more than 
that which undermines an efTential part of the vital 
fyftem, can promote health. For the truth of this 
conclufion, we appeal, not merely to the authority of 
religion, nor to the tedimony of the aged, but to^ 
yourfelves and your own experience. We alk. Whe- 
ther yon have not found, that in a courfe of criminal 
excefs, your pleafure was more than compenfated by 
fucceeding pain ? Whether, if not from every parti- 
cular inffance, yet from every habit, at leaft, of un- 
lawful gratification, there did not fpring fome thorn 
to wound you, there did not arife (bme confequence 
to make you repent of it in the iflue } How long tbewi 

J* 
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yiJimpUms! wllyiloniifimplnity? How long re- 
peat the fame round of pernicious folly, and tamely 
expofe yourfelves to be caught in the fame fnare ? If 
yoa have any confideration, or any firmnefs left^ 
avoid temptations, for which you have found your* 
felves unequal, with as much care, as you would 
ihun peftilential infeaion. Break off all conneaions 
with the loofe and profligate. Whtnfinners eutia tbe€» 
con/int tbou not. Look not on tbt nvini luben it is red, 
*wben it givetb its colour in tbi cup ; for at tbt laft, it 
hiietb liki a/erptnt^ andftingetb like an adder. Remove 
tbj lAiayfrom tbe ftrange woman, and come not near tbe 
door of ber boufe. Let not tbine beart decline to ber 
nuajsiforber boufe is tbe way to bell. 7bou goefl 
eift& ber at a hirdbajletb to tbe fnare, and knovuetb not 
that it is for bis life. 

By thefe unhappy exceiTes of irregular pleafure in 
youth, how many amiable difpofitions are corrupted 
or deflroyed ! How many riiing capacities and powers 
T^t fupprefled ! How many flattering hopes of parents 
and friends, are totally extinguiflied ! Who but muft 
drop a tear over human nature^ when he beholds that 
morning which arofe fo bright, pvercaU with fuch un- 
timely darknefs ; that good humour which once capti- 
vated all hearts, that vivacity which fparkled in every 
company, thofe abilities which were fitted for adorning 
the highefl ftation, all facrificed at the fhrine of low 
fenfuality ; and one who was formed for running the 
fair career of life in the midfl of public efteem, cut 
oS by his vices at the beginning of his courfe, or 
funk, for the whole of it, into iniignificancy and 
contempt!— Thefe, O finful Pleafure I are thy tro- 
phies. It is thus that, co-operating with the foe of 
God and man, thou degradefl human honour, and 
biased the opening profpeQs of human felicity. 

VI. Di. 
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In vaiQ we warn them of latent daogcrs. Religion it. 
accufed of infufferable feverity, in prohibiting enjoy- 
ment i and the oldf when they offer admonitions^ are. 
upbraided with having forgot that they once were 
young. And yet, my friends, to what do the reilraints 
sf religion* and the counfels of age, with refped to 
pleafore, amount ? They may all be comprized in few 
words, not to hort yourfelves, and not to hart others, 
by your purfuit of pleafure. Within thefe^ bounds, plea- 
lute is lawful ; beyond tliem it becomes criminal, be- 
caufe it is ruinous* Are thefe rellraints any other,, 
than what a wife man would choofe to iropofe on him- 
felf ? We call you not to renounce pleafure, but to 
enjoy it in fafety. Inflead of abridging it, we exhort 
you to purfue it on an exten^ve plan. We propofe 
meafures for fecuring its pofleflion, and for prolong* 
ing its duration. 

Confult your whole nature. Cpnfider yourfelves 
Dot only as fenfitive, bat as rational beings ; not on- 
ly as rational, but focial;. not only as focial, but im- , 
mortal. Whatever violates your nature in any of thefe 
refpe£ls, cannot afford true pleafure ; any more than 
that which undermines an eflential part of the vital 
fyftem, can promote health. For the truth of this 
conclufion, we appeal, not merely to the authority of 
religion, nor to the tedimony of the aged, but to^ 
yourfelves and your own experience. We alk. Whe- 
ther yoa have not found, that in a courfs of criminal 
etcefs, your pleafure was more than compenfated by 
fucceeding pain ? Whether, if not from every parti- 
cular inilance, yet from every habit, at leaft, of aa« 
lawful gratification, there did not fpring fome thorn 
to wound you, there did not arife fome coniequence 
to make you repent of it in the iflue } How long tifen^ 

J* 
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y$Jimph $nu ! wiilyi loyifimpHcity f How long re- 
peat the fame round of pernicious folly, and tamely 
expofe yourfelves to be caught in the fame fnare ? If 
yon have any confideration, or any firmnefs left^ 
avoid temptations, for which you have found your* 
felves unequal, with as much care, as you would 
ihun peftilential infedion. Break off* all . connections 
with the loofe and profligate. Whtnfinners entice tbeeg 
confent thou net. Look not on the fwime 'wben it is red, 
nuben it givetb its colour in the cup ; for at the laft, it 
hitetb like a/erpent^ andftingeth like an adder. Remove 
thj luajfrom tbeftrange 'woman, and come not near the 
door of her boufe. Let not thine heart decline to her 
lAjajs I for . her houfe is the way to hell. Thou goefi 
e^fter her as a lirdbajletb to the fnare, and knoweth not 
that it is for bis life, 

, By thefe unhappy excciTes of irregular pleafure in 
youth, how many amiable difpofitions are corrupted 
or deflroyed ! How many rifing capacities and powers 
^e fuppre£ed ! How many flattering hopes of parents 
and friends, are totally extinguiflied ! Who but muft 
drop a tear over human nature^ when he beholds that 
morning which arofe fo bright, pvercaft with fuch un- 
timely darknefs; that good humour which once capti- 
vated all hearts, that vivacity which fparklcd in every 
company, thofe abilities which were fitted for adorning 
the higheft ftation, all facrificed at 4he fhrine of low 
fenfuality ; and one who was formed for running the 
fair career of life in the midft of public efteem, cut 
off by his vices at the beginning of his courfe, or 
funk, for the whole of it, into infignificancy and 
contempt!— Thefe, O finful Pleafure! are thy tro- 
phies. It is thus that, co-operating with the foe of 
God and man, thdu degraded human honour, and 
blaHeft the opening profpeQs of human felicity. 

VI. Di. 
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In vain we warn them of latent dangers. Religion i». 
accufed of infuffierable feverity, in prohibiting enjoy- 
ment ; and the oldt when they offer admonitions^ are. 
upbraided with having forgot that they once were 
young. And yet, my friends, to what do the reilraints 
sf religion^ and the counfels of age, with refped to 
pleafore, amount ? They may all be comprized in few 
words, not to hort yourfelves, and not to hurt others, 
by your parfuit of pleafure. Within thefe bounds, plea* 
fure is lawful ; beyond tliem it becomes criminal, be* 
canfe it is ruinous* Are thefe rellraints any other,, 
than what a wife man would choofe to iropofe on him- 
felf ? We call you not to renounce pleafure, but to 
enjoy it in fafety. Inllead of abridging it, we exhort 
you to parfue it on an extenlive plan. We propofe 
meafures for fecuring its pofleflion, and for prolong* 
ing its duration. 

Confult yoar whole nature. Confider yourfelves 
Dot only as fenfitive, but as rational beings ; not on«< 
]y as rational^ but focial;. not only as focial, but im- . 
mortal. Whatever violates your nature in any of thefe 
refpedb, cannot afford true pleafure ; any more than 
that which undermines an eflential part of the vital 
fyftem, can promote health. For the truth of this 
conclufion, we appeal, not merely to theantliority of 
religion, nor to the tedimony of the aged, but to^ 
yourfelves and your own experience. We alk. Whe- 
ther you have not found, that in a courfe of criminal 
excefs, your pleafure was more than compenfated by 
fucceeding pain ? Whether, if not from every parti* 
cular inilance, yet from every habit, at leaft, of aa« 
lawful gratification, there did not fpring fome thorn 
to wound yon, there did not arife fome coniequence 
to make you repent of it in the iflue } How Jong tben^ 
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yifimpli mi J nviilji loyi Jlmflieitj f How tong re- 
peat the fame round of pernicious folly, and tamely 
expofe yonrfelves to be caught in the fame fnare ? If 
you have any confideration, or any firmnefs left, 
avoid temptations/ for which you have found your- 
felves unequal, with as much care, as you would 
ihun peftilential infedtion. Break oiF all conneaions 
with the loofe and profligate. Wbtufinners entic$ tbti, 
con/ent tbou not. Loob not on tbe njoim wben it is red, 
^wben it givttb its colour in tbe cup ; for at tbe lafl, if 
hititb like a/erpent, andftingetb like an adder. Remove 
tbj nxiayfrom tbe ftrange woman, andeome not near tbe 
door of ber boufe. Let not tbine beart dtcline to ber 
'wajs I for - ber boufe is tbe way to bell. Tbou goefi 
after ber as a hirdbaftetb to tbe fnare, and inouetb not 
that it is for bis life. 

By thefe unhappy. exceflTes of irregular pleafure in 
youth, how many amiable difpofitions are corrupted 
or deHroyed ! How many niing capacities and powers 
^e fupprefled ! How many flattering hopes of parents 
and friends, are totally extinguiflied ! Who but muft 
drop a tear over human nature^ when he beholds that 
morning which arofe fo bright, pvercall with fuch un« 
timely darknefs ; that good humour which once capti- 
vated all hearts, that vivacity which fparkled in tstxy 
company, thofe abilities which were fitted for adorning 
the highefl flation, all facrificed at |he flirine of low 
fenfuality ; and one who was formed for running the 
fair career of life in the roidfl of public efleem, cut 
off by his vices at the beginning of his courfe, or 
funk, for the whole of it, into iniignificancy and 
contempt! — Thefe, O finful Pleafure I are thy tro- 
phies. It is thus that, co-operating with the foe of 
God and man, thOu degraded human honour, and 
blaftefl the opening profpedls of human felicity. 

VI. Di- 
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VI. DiLiGBNCB^ indoilry^ and proper improFc* 
meat of time, are material dalles of the young. To 
no purpofe are they endowed with the ^ft abilities, 
if they want a£Uvity for exerting them. Unavailing, 
in this cafe, will be every dire^on that can be given 
them, either for their temporal or fpiritual welfare. 
In youth, the habits of indnflry are mod eafily ac- 
quired: In youth the incentives to it are flroogeft, 
from ambition and from duty, from emulation aod 
liope, from all the profpedts which the beginniug of 
life affords* If, dead to thefe calls, yon already lan- 
guifti in flothful inadion, what will be able to quicken 
the more fluggifh current of advancing years f 

Indnftry is not only the infirument of improve- 
ment» but the foundation of pleafore. Nothiug is fo 
oppofite to the true enjoyment of life, as the relaxed 
and feeble ftate of an indolent mind. He who is a 
firangerto induftry, may poflbfs, but he cannot enjoy. 
I^oi" it is labour only which gives the relifh to plea- 
fare. It is the appointed vehicle of every good to 
man. It is the indifpenfible condition of our pofief- 
fing a found mind, in a found body. Sloth is fo in- 
confiftent with both, that it is hard to determine whe- 
ther it be a greater foe to virtue, or to health and hap- 
pinefs. Inadlive as it is in itfelf, its effcds are fatally 
powerful. Though it appear a flowly flowing fiream, 
yet it undermines all that is flable and fiouriihing. 
It not only faps the foundation of every virtue, bat 
pours upon you a deluge of crimes and evils. It is 
like water which firft purifies by dagttation ; and 
then fends up noxious vapours, and fills the atmo- 
iphere with death. 

Fly, therefore, from idlenefs, as the certain parent 
both of guilt and of ruin. And under idlenefs I in- 
clude. 
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dude, not acre tnaftion only, but all thu circle of 
triiliog occupations^ \n which too many faanter away 
their yooth | perpetoally engaged in frivolona fi>ciety» 
or public amufenients, in the labours of drefi» or the 
oflentation of their perrons.-*l8 this the foundation 
which yon lay for fntare qfefolners and eftcem? By 
fuch accomplifhrnents, do you hope to recommend 
yonrielves to the thinking part of the world, and to 
anfwer the expe^tions of yonr friends, and yoar 
country i ■ ■ Amufements, youth requires. It were 
vain, it were cruel to prohibit thein. But thoogh al* 
lowabl^ as the relaxation, they are moH culpable as 
the bttfinefs of the young* For they then become thn 
gnlph of time, and the potfon of the mind. They 
foment bad pai&ons. They weaken the manly pow« 
ers. They fink the native vigour of youth, into con* 
•temptible effeminacy. 

Redeeming yoar time Irom fuch dangerous wafte, 
feek to fill it with employments which you may re- 
Mew with fatisfadion. The acijjuifition of knowledge 
is one of the mod honourable occupations of youth. 
The defire of it difcovers a liberal miDd, and iscon» 
iie£^ed with many accompliihments, and many vir- 
^es. But though yoQr train of life fiioald not lead 
you to'fludy, the courfe of education always farnifhes 
proper employments to a well«difpofed mind. What- 
ever you putfae, be emulous to excel. Generous 
ambition, and fenfibility to praife, are, efpecially at 
7oar age, among the marks of virtae. Think not 
that any affluence of fortune, or any elevation of 
tank, exempts you from the duties of application and 
induftry. Induftry is the law of our being ; it is the 
demand of Nature, of Reafon, and of God. feemem- 
*er'alwayi, that the years which now pafs over your 

heads. 
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heads, leave permanent memoriab behind them. 
From yoar chonght^efs minds they may efcape ; bat 
they remain in the remembrance of God. They form 
an important part of the regifter of yoor life. Xhey 
will hereafter bear teftimony either for or againft you, 
at that day* when« for all yosr actions, but particu- 
larly for the employments of yoath^ you muft give aa 
account to God. 

Thus I have fetbeforeyou, fome.of the chief qua- 
lifications which belong to that^^^r minJ, that virtu- 
ous and religious charadler, which the Apollle in niy 
Text recommends to youth; piety, modefty, truth, 
benevolence, tetnperance, and intluftry. Whether 
your future courfe is deftined to be long or (hort, after 
this manner it (honld commence ; and, if it continue 
to be thus conduced, its conclufion, at what time 
foever it arrives, will not be inglorious or unhappy. 
For, bonourahU age is not that nvhUb ftandetb in Itngtb 
tftimf, or tbnt tjubicb is miafuni by numbtY ofjtars. 
But nni/domis^bi gray bair to man, and am, un/fottii 
H/i is old ago. 

Let me finifh the Aibjeft^ with recalling your at« 
tention to that dependence on the bleifing of Heaven, 
which, amidft all your endeavours after improve- 
ment, you ought continually to pre(erve. It is too 
common with the young, even when they refolve to 
tread the path of virtue and honour, to fet out with 
prefumptuous confidence in themfelves. Trufting to 
their own abilities for carrying them Aiccefsfully 
through life, they are carelefs of applying to God, or 
deriving any affiftancefrom what they are apt to rec- 
kon the gloomy difcipline of religion. Alas ! how 
little do they know the dangers which await them ? 
Neither human wifdcm, nor human virtue, unfop- 
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ported by religion « are equal for the trying fitoationi 
which often occur in life. By the ihock of tempu- 
tion^ how frequently have the moft virtuous intentions 
been overthrown i Under the preflure of difafler« 
how often has the greateft conftancy funk ? Evny 
lo»d and every perfta gift is from aSeve. Wifdom 
and virtue, as well as ricbet and bMour, ceme frem 
God». Deftitnte of his favour, you are in no better 
.fituation, with all jour boafted abilities, than orphans 
left to wander in a tracklefs defert, without any 
'guide to condud them, or any ihelter to cover them 
from the gathering ftorm. Corred, then, this ill- 
founded arrogance* Expedl not, that your happinefs 
can be independent of him who made youth. By 
faith and repentance, apply to the Redeemer of the 
world. By piety and prayer, feck the protection of 
the God of heaven. I conclude with the folemn 
words, in which a great Prince delivered his dying 
charge to his fon.; words, which every young perfon 
ought to coniider as pddrefied to himfelf, and to en- 
grave deeply on his heart. TJbeu Sohmen^ my fin, 
. knanjo thou the God of thy fathers \ andfemje him with 
a ferfeS heart, and nxiith a 'willing mind. For the 
■Lord fear cheth all hearts, and under ^andeth all the ima* 
ginations of the thoughts. Ift/ioufeekhim, he 'will ie 
found of thee ; hut ifthouforfake him, he 'will caft theg 
^for ever. \ Chron. xxviii. 9. 
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SERMON XII. 

On tbe DuTiBB «nd Consolations of the Aobd. 

Pnov. xvL 31. 

n$ hpary himd u a er9wn $/ glory, if it hefitmd /« 
th9 way cf right90Mfittfs. 

TO fior Godf and to kttf his commandments, if 
the rale of our duty, in every period of Kfc. 
But, as the light which guides our Heps, varies with 
the progrefs of the day, fo the rule of religious con- 
do£l is divert] fled in its application^ by the different 
Aages of our prefent cxiftence. To every age, there 
belongs a diftindl propriety of behaviour. There 
trifes from it, a feries of duties peculiar to itfelf. . 
Of thofe which are incombent on youth, I have 
treated in the preceding difcourfe. As we advance 
from youth to middle age, anew field of a^ion opens, 
and a different charadler is required. The flow of 
gay and impetuous fpirits begins to fubfide. Life 
gradually aiTumes a graver caft; the mind* a more 
fedate and thoughtful turn. The attention is now 
transferred from pleafure to intereft; that is, to plea- 
fure diffufed over a wider extent, and meafured by a 
larger fcale. Formerly, the enjoyment of tfie prefent 
B)oment occupied the whole attention. Now, no- 
adlion terminates ultimately lA itfelf, bat, refers to 
^me more diftant aim. Wealth and power, the in- 

Araments 
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ftruments of lafting gratification, are now coveted 
more than any finglc pleafure* Prudence and fore- 
fight lay their plans. Induftry carries on its patient 
eibrts. Adivity pulhes forward ; addrefs winds 
around. Here, an enemy is to be overcome ; there 
a rival to be difpiaced. Competitions warm ; and 
the ftrife of the world thickens on every fide, to 
guide. men through this bufy period, without lofs of 
integrity; to guard them againft the temptations 
which arife from miilaken, or interfering, interefls; 
to call them from worldly purfuits, to ferious thoughts 
of their fpiritual concerns, is the great office of re- 
ligion. 

But as this includes, in a great mei^fure, the whole 
compafs of moral duty ; as the general flrain of reli- 
gious exhortation is addreiTed to thofe who are in 
this feafon of life ; a delineation of the virtues, pro- 
perly belonging to middle zg^, may appear unnecef- 
fary, and would lead us into too wide a field. Let 
us therefore tarn our view to a bounded profpeft ; 
and contemplate a period of life, the duties of which 
are circnmfcribed within narrower limits. Old age 
is a flage of the human courfe, which tvtry one 
hopes to reach ; and therefore the confider^tion of it, 
interefis us all. li is a period juftly entitled to ge- 
neraLrefped. Even its failings ought to be touclied 
with a gentle hand ; and though the petulant, and 
th€ vain, may dcfpife the hoary bead, yet the wi'fell: 
of men has aflerted in the Text, that when found in 
thg nvay of riglteou/ne/s, it is a cromin cf glory. I 
fhall, firft, offer fome counfels, concerning the errors 
which are moH incident to the aged. Secondly, I 
fhall fuggeft the peculiar duties they ought to prac- 

VoL. I. - K tife; 
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life ; and, thirdly^ point out tbe confolacioos they 
may enjoy. 

I. As tbe follies and vices of youth, are chiefly de- 
rived from inexperience and prefumption; fo^ almoft 
all the errors of age, may be traced up to the fee- 
blenefs and diflrefs peculiar to that time of life. 
Though in every part of life, vexations occur, yet, 
in former years, either bufinefs, or pleafurc, ferved 
to obliterate their impreffion, by fupplying occapati- 
en to the mind. Old age begins its advances, with 
difqualifyirg men for relifhing the one, and for 
taking an adlive part in the other. While it wrich- 
draws their accuflomed fupports, it impofes, at the 
f^me time, the additional burden of growing infir-' 
niitics. In the former ilages of their journey, hope 
continued to flatter them with many a fair and en- 
ticing profpett. But in proportion as old age in- 
creases, thofe pleafing illufions vanifh. Life is con- 
tracted within a narrow and barren circle. Year af- 
ter year, flleals fumewhat away from their flore of 
coir tort, deprives them of fomc of their ancient 
friends, blunts Tome of their powers of fenfation, or 
incapaciuustheni for fome fundion of life. 

Though, in ihe plan of Providence, it is wifely 
oidered, that before we are called away from tlie 
vycrid, our altachnj^nt to it ihould be gradually 
iooaned ; though it be iit in itfelf, that as in the 
day cf human life, there is a morning and a noon, 
fo there ihould be an evening alfo, when the length- 
ening lliacows fhalladmoniih us of approaching night; 
yci \ve have no reafon to be iurprifed, if they who 
are arri-ved at this dejeding feafon, feel and lament 
the change which they fufFer. The complaints, 
ihertfore, of the aged, fhould meet with tenderncfs, 
raiher ihau ceiifure. The burden under which they 

Jabcur, 



S. XII. Cen/oiatioHS 0/ the AgU. 195 

labour, oaght to be viewed with fympathy, by thofe 
who moft bear it in their turn, and who, perhaps, 
hereafter may tromplaia of it as bitterly. At the 
iame time, the old ihoald confider, that all the Tea* 
ions of life have their feveral trials allotted to them ; 
and that to bear the infirmities of age with becoming 
patience, is as much their duty, as it is that of the 
yoQng to reiift the temptations of youthful pleafure* 
^1 calmly enduring, for the (hort time that remains, 
what Providence is pleafed to infll£t, they both ex- 
prefs a refignatton moA acceptable to God, and re- 
commend therof^lves to the efteem and afliflance of 
all who are around them. 

Btit though the querulous temper imputed to old 
3gc, is to be confidered as a natural infirmity, rather 
than as a vice ; the fame apology cannot be made for 
that peeviQi difgud at the manners, and that mallg-^ 
nant cenfare of the enjoyments, of the young,' which. 
is fometimes found to accompany declining years. 
Nothing can be more unjall, than to take oiFence at 
others, on account -of their partaking of pleafures, 
which itis paft your lime to enjoy. By indulging this 
fretful temper, you both aggravate the uneaiinefs of 
age, and you alienate thofe on whofe affedion much 
of your ccrmfott depends. In order to make the 
two extcemes of life unite in amicable fociety, it is 
greatly to be wifhed, that the young would lock 
forward, and confider that they Ihall one day be old ; 
and that the old would look back, and remembering 
that ihey once were young, jihake proper allowances 
for the temper and the manners cf youth. 

But inilead of this, it is too common to find the 
aged at declared enmity with the whole !> ilem cf 
jprefeat cuftoms and manners ^ perpetually complain- 
ing of the growing depravity of the world, and of 
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the aftoniQiing vices and follies of the xUiog genera- 
tion. All things, according to them, are rnftiing 
faiHnto ruin. Decency and good order have be- 
come extinct, ever fincc that happy difcipUnc, pnder 
which they fpent their youth, has pafTed away. — 
Part, atlcaft, of thisdifpleafure, you may fairly 'im- 
pute to the infirmity of age, which throws its own 
gloom on every furrounding objcd. Similar lamen- 
tations were, in the days of your youth, poured forth 
by your fathers,; and they who are now young, 
fliall, when it comes to their turn^ inveigh, in the 
like drain, againft thcfe who fucceed them. Great 
has been the corruption of the world in every age. 
Sufficient ground there is for the complaints made by 
fcriousobfervers, at alUimes, of abounding ihiqui- 
ty and folly. But though particular modes of vice 
prevail in oneagc, more than in others, it does net 
follow, that on that age all iniquity is accumulated. 
It js the form, perhaps, more than the quantity of 
corruption, which makes the dlftinaion. In the 
word of tiriies, God has affured -us^ that there fhall 
be always a feed ^whofiall/erve him. Pfal. xxii. 30. 
Say not thou. What is the caufe that the firmer days 
^vere better than theje? fir thou doft not enquire -wifely 
concerning this. Be not righteous overmuch; nettber 
make thyfelf over^v^ife, Ecclef. vii/ 10. i6. For- 
mer follies pafs away, and are forgotten. Thofe 
which are prefent, ftrike obfcrvation, and fharpen 
cenfure. Had the depravation of the world continued 
toincreafein proportion to thofe gloomy calculations, 
which, for fo many centuries pall, have e^ftimated 
each race as worfe than the preceding ; by this time, 
not one ray of good fenfe, nor one fpark of piety and 
virtue, muft have remained unextinguifhcd among 

mankind, . ^ 

One 
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Qae of the vices of old age, which appears the. 
moft Boaccoun table, is that covetous attachment to 
worldly intcrcft, with which it is often charged. 
Bbtthis too, can naturally be deduced from the {tt^^e 
of its feeblenefs and decay. In proportion as the 
▼igoor both of body and mind declines, timidity may 
be expe6.ed to increafe. With anxious and fearful 
eye, the agedJook forward to the evils, which threat* 
en tl»m» and to the changes wl^ich may befall. 
Hence« they* are fometimes apt to overvalue riches, 
as the inftromentof their defence againft thefe dan- 
gers,, and as themoft certain means of fecuring them 
againU folitude and difrefpefl. But though their 
apprehenfions may jollify a cautions frugality, they 
can by no means- cxcufe 1^ fordid avarice. It is no 
Wfs abford; than < it is'calcapable, in the old, from 
the dre^d of uncertain futurity, to deny themfelves 
the enjoyment of the prcfcnt ; and to encreafe in 
ftnxiety about their JQurney, in proportion as it 
draws nearer to its clofe. There are more cfFedaal 
methods of commanding refpe£l from the world, 
than the mere po/Teffion of wealth. Lcrthcm.be 
charitable, and do good^ Let them mix beneficence 
to their friends, with a chearful enjoyment of the 
the comforts which befit their ftate. They will then 
receive the returns of real refped and love. Whereas, 
by their riches, they procure no more than pretended 
demonilrations of regard ; while their ill-judged par- 
fimony occafions many fecret wifhes for their death. 

As increafing years debilitate the body, fo they 
weaken the force, and dimlnilh the warmth of the 
affedlions. Chilled, by the hand of time, the heart 
lofes that tender fenfibility, with which it once en* 
tered into the concern s and forrows of others. It is, 
in truth, a merciful appointment of Providence, that 

K3 
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as tbey who Tee oo»ny days, maft behold many a iad 
ictnt, the impreflions of grkf upon their heart ihooI<i 
be blunted by ' being ofceo repes^ted ; and, that»ia 
proportion as their power of advancing the proijpe- 
fity of others decreafe, their participation of themif- 
fortunes of others ffiould aifo lefTen. However, as 
in t'vcry period of life^ humanity and friendfhip con- 
tribate tohappinefs, it- is both the duty and the in* 
tereft of the aged, to cherifh thef remains of the 
kind afledlions ; and, from the days erf former years, 
to recall fuch impreffi<»is as may tend to foften their 
>.earts. Let them not, from having faffered much 
in the courfe, of their long pilgrimage, become cal- 
lous to the fufi^erings of others. But, rememberiog 
that they ftill are men, lef them dixdy to keep their 
heart open to the fenfc of human wee. Pradiied ta 
the ways of roen^ th^y are apt to be fafpicious of dc- 
ilgn and fracrd ; for the knowledge, and the diidruft 
cf mankind, too often go together. Let not, how- 
ever, that wary caution, which is the fruit of their 
experience, degenerate into craft. Experience ought 
alfo to have taught them, that amidft, all the falfe- 
hoodof men, integrity is the beft defence; and that 
lie who continoeih to the end to 'walk uprightly ^ ^^^ 
continue to <walk/urely. Having- thus offered fome 
admonitions concerning the errors moft incident to 
age, I proceed, 

IL To point out the duties which pccuHarly be- 
long to it. , 

The firft which Khali mention, js, a timely re- 
treat from the world. In every part of life, we are 
in hazard of being too deeply immerfe^d in its cares. 
But, during its vigorous periods, the impulfe of ac- 
tive fpirit, the necelTary bufinefs of our ftation, and 

the 
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the allowable endeavours to advance cor fortune by 
fair indaftry, render it difficult to obferve dae modr. 
ration. In old age, all the moiivts of eager purfuit 
dlminifh. The voice of nature then calls you to 
leave to others the buftle and conicft of the world ; 
and gradually^o difengage yourfeJvea from a burden 
which begins to exceed your flrcngth. Having borne 
yo^r (hare of the heat and labour of the day, let-thc 
evening of life be pafTed in the cool and quiet fhade. 
It is only in the (hade, that the virtues of old age can 
iloari^. There its duties are difchargcd wiih moil 
fuccefs ; and there, its comforts are enjoyed with 
grcateft (atisfa^lion. 

By the retreat of old age, however, T do not mean 
a total ceflation from ^vtr^ worldly em pi oy me nr. 
There \% afi error in this, as well as in the oppofite 
extreme. Perfonswho have been long haraffcd with 
buiinefs and care, fometimes imagine, that when life 
declines, they cannot make their retirement from the 
world too complete* But where they expe^Slcd a de- 
licious enjoyment of leiforeand cafe, they have of- 
ten found a melancholy fditude. Fev? are able, in 
any period of their days, to bear a total abftradtion 
from the lyorld. There remains a vacancy which 
they cannot fill up. Incapable of being always em- 
ployed in the exercifes of religion, and often little 
qualified for the entertainments of the underftanding, 
they are in hazard of becoming a burden to them- 
felves, and to all with whom they areconneAed. It 
is, therefore, the duty of the aged, nor fo much to 
withdraw entirely from worldly bufinefs, as, to con- 
tra^ its circle ; not fo much to break off, as to loofen 
their communication wi^h adive life. Continuing 
that train of occupation to which they have been raoft 
~ K 4 ' accuilomed. 



aoo Off the Dutiis and S. XII. 

accuAomed, let them p urfue it with lefs intCBfenefs ; 
relaxing their effort s, as their powers decline ; re* 
tiring XDOre and more, from public obfervation, to 
domeflic fcenes^ and ferioos thoughts ; till as the 
decays of life advance, the world fliall of itfelf with* 
draw to a greater diliance from their view; its ob- 
jefls (hall gradually yield their place to others of more 
importance ; and its tumults fhall found in their 
ears, only like a noife which is heard from afar. 
. If it be the dnty of the old, to retreat betimes from 
the fatigue of worldly care, it is ftill more incumbent 
on them, to quit thepdrfuit of fuch pleafures as are 
unfuitable to, their yeafs. C heerfu In efs in old age, 
is graceful. It is the natural concomitant of virtue. 
But the cheerful nefs of age is widely different from 
the levity of youth. Many things are allowable in 
that early period, which in maturer years, would 
defcrve cenfure; but which, in old age, both be*- 
come ridiculous and criminal. By awkwardly af- 
fefling to imitate the manners, and to mingle in the 
vanities of the young, as the aged depart from the 
dignity, fo they forfeit the privileges of gray hairs. 
But if, by fuilies of chis kind, they are degraded, 
they are expofed to much deeper blame, by defcend- 
ing to vicious pleafure, and continuing to hover 
round thofe finful gratifications to which they were 
once addifled. Amufement and relaxation the aged 
require, and may enjoy. But let them confider well, 
that by e^ery intemperate indulgence, they accele-' 
rate decay i inftead of enlivening, they opprefs, 
and precipitate, their declining flate. Eafe, fafety, 
and refpedl, a>e the proper enjoyments of age. With- 
in thefe bounds let it remain, and not vainly attempt 
to break through that barrier, by which nature has 

feparatcd 
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feparaced the pleafures ol yoath» from the comforts 
left to the conduding years of life. 
. A material part of the duty of the aged, confids, 
in ftadying to be ufeful to the race who are to fuc- 
ceed them. Here opens ton hem an extenfive field in 
which they may fo employ themfelves, as conOdera* 
bly to advance the in tered of religion, and the hap- 
pinefs of mankind. To them it belongs, to. impart 
to the young the fruit of their lorg experience ; 10 in* 
ilrud them In the proper conda£l, and to wara them 
of the various dangers, of life ; by wifccounfel, to 
temper their prccip^ate ardour ; and both by pre* 
cept and example, to form them to piety and virtue. 
• It is not by rigorous difciplinie and unrela'xingauf- 
terity, that they can maintain- an afcendant over 
youthful minds* The conftraint which their pre- 
fence will impofey and the averfion which their man« 
ners will create, if the one be conilantly awful, and 
the other feverey lend to fruftrate the efled of all 
their wifdom.. They muft affume the fpirrt of the 
companion, and the friend \ and mix with the au- 
thority of the age, a proper degree of indulgence to 
the manners of the young.' Jnftead of lefTening the 
refpeft due to their years by fuch condefcenfion, they 
take the fureft method toencreafe it. Old age ne»er 
appears with greater dignity than when tempered by 
mildnefs,^ and enlivened with good humour, it a^ls 
as the guide and the patron of youth.- Religion dif- 
played in fuch a charader, llrikcs the beholders, as 
at once amiable and yener^able. They revere its pow- 
er, when they fee it adding ib much grace to the de- 
cays of nature, and fhedding fo pleafing a lufcre over 
the evening of life. The young wifh to tread in the 
fame fteps, and to arrive at the clqfe of their days 
K 5 with 



2C2 Oh the Dutiis and S. XII. 

ifrith equal honour. They liden with atten«ion to 
counfels^ which are mingled with tendernefs^ and 
tendered refpcdtable by gray hairs. For notwith- 
ilanding all its prefumption, yOuth naturally bends 
before faperior knowledge and years. Agtd, wifdom, 
when joined with acknowledged virtue^ exertr an 
authority over the human mind^ greater even thaa 
that which arifes from power and ftation. It cao 
check the moil forward, abalh the moft prodigate» 
and i^rike with awe the moft giddy and unthinking. 
In tht midft of their endeavours to be ufeful to 
others, let not the aged forget ihofe religions em- 
ployments, which their own ftate particularly re- 
quires. The firft of thefc, is reflcftion oa their paft 
behaviour, with a view to difcover Ihe errors which 
they have committed ; and, as far as remaining life 
allows, to apply them felyes to repentance and amend- 
ment.— Lor »t; has the world bewildered you in its 
maze, and impofcd upon you by its arts. The 
time is now come, when this great feducer fhould- 
' miilead you no more. From the calm flation at 
i^hich you are arrived, fequcftered from the crowd 
oT the deceivi! g and the deceived, review your con- 
du£l, wick the eye of Chriftians and immortal beings*. 
Ahtx ail the tumult of life is over, what now remains 
to affoid you folid fatisfadlicn ?. Have you fervcd 
Gcd wiih Edelity, and difcharged your part to your 
fellcw creatures with integrity and a good con- 
fciencc ? Can you look forward, without terror^ 
to that day which is to diiToIve your conneflion with 
this World, and to bring you into the prefence of. 
him who made you, in order to give account of your 
ajflions f — The retrofpeA of life is feldom wholly uiT- 
aitended, by uneaSnefs and fcame. Though to 
/ - tha 
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- the godd and the bad, it prefents a vtry different 
fcene ; yet> to all men, it recalls much guilt in« 
curred, 9ind much time mifpent. It too much re- 
(embles the review, which a traveller takes from . 
fome eminence, of a barren country, through which 
fie has pa^ed, where the heath and the defart form 
the chief profpeft; diverfjficd only by a few fcatter- 
ed fpots of imperfe^l cultivation. 

Tarn then your thoughts to the proper methods q£ 
making yoar peace with God through Jefus Chrift; 
srnd implore, from Divine grace, that new heart, 
and right fpi it» which^will fit you for a better world. 
Let devotion fill up many of thofe hours, which are 
now vacant from worldly bufinefs and care. Let 
your afFedtions dwell among di^/inc and immortal ob- 
jedls. In iilent and thoughtful meditation, walk as 
on the fhore of that vaft ocean, upon which you are 
fbon to embark. Summon up a!] the confiderations, 
which (hould reconcile you to your departure from 
life ; and which may prepare you for going through 
its lail fcene, with firmnefs and decency. Often lee ' 
yoar thankfgivings afcend to God, for that watch- 
ful care with which he hath hitherto condufled you^ 
through the long journey of life. Often let, your 
prayers be heard, that in Avhat remains of your pil- 
grimage, he may not forfake you ; and that, when 
you enter into \^t *v ally of the JbadcnM cf death, he 
may there fupport you with bisftajfy and defend ycu 
with bis red ^ AmidlV fuch thoughts- and care?, let- 
old age find you employed ; betaking yourfclves to a 
prudent and timely retreat ; difengaged, both from* 
the oppreffive load of bufmefs, and from the unfea- 
fonable purfuitof pleafure ; applying yourfelves to 
form ;he fuccecdiDg race, by your couafels to virtue 
' - and 
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and wifdoro ; reviewing ferioufly your pad life ; by 
repentance and devotion, preparing yourfelf for a 
better ; and, with hamble and manly compofure, 
expeding that hoar, which Nature cannot now 
long delay. It remains^ 

111. To foggeft the confolations which belong to 
old age, when ih}^^ found in tbi njuay of right eou/nefi. 

I mud introduce them with obferving. That no- 
thing is more reafonable in itfelf, than to fubmit pa* 
tiently to thofe infirmities of Nature, which arc 
brought on by the incrcafe of years. You knew be- 
forehand wh»t you had to cxped, when you num- 
bered the fucceffivc Summers and Winters which 
were pafling over your heads. Old age did not at- 
tack you by furprife, nor was it forced upon you 
againft your choice. Often, and earneftly, did yoo 
wifli to^/ long I'tfe^ and many days. When arrived 
at the dcfired period, have you anyjuft caufe to 
complain, on account of enduring what the conflito- 
tion of our being impcfes on all ? Did you expert, 
that for your fake, Providence was to alter its efta- 
blifhed order ? Throughout the whole vegetable^ 
fenfible and rational world, whatever makes pro- 
grefs towards maturity, as foon as it has paffed that 
point, begins to verge towards decay. It is as na- 
tural for old age to be frail, as for the corn to bend 
under the ripened ear, or for the autumnal leaf to 
change its hue. To this law, all who went before 
you, have fubmitted ; and all who ftiall come after 
you, mull yield. After they have flourifhcd for a 
feafon, they fliall fade, like you, when the period 
of decline arrives, and bow under thcprciFure of 
years. 

During 
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During the whole progrefs of the human coarfl*i 
the principal materials of our comfort^ or uncafineft, 
lie within ourfelves. Every age will prove burden- 
ibme, to thofe who have fio fund of happine/s in 
their own bread, Prcferve them, if you could, 
from all infirmity of frame ; beftow upon '^hem, \^ 
k were polTible, perpetual youth ; ftill they would 
be reftlefs and roiferable, through the inflaence of 
ill-governed paiEons. It is not furpriiing, thatfuch 
perfons are peeviih, and querulous, when old. Un* 
jnftly they impute to their time of life, that mifer/ 
with which their vices and follies embitter tstry age* 
Whereas, to good men, no period of lifeisunfap- 
portable, becaufe they draw their chief happinefs 
from fources which are independent of age or time. 
Wifdom, piety, and virtue, grow not old with our 
bodies. They fuffer no decay from length of days. 
To them only belongs' unalterable and unfading 
youth. Tbofe that It planted in the hou/e of the Lord, 
Jball fiourijh in the courts of our God, They Jhall ft ill 
brin^ forth fruit in old age j they fifall he fat andflou' 
rijhing. Pfal. xcii. 13, 14, 

You can now, it is true, no longer relifh many of 
thofe pleafures which once am u fed you. Your fen* 
fations are lefs quick than formerly ; your days more 
languiihing. Bat if yon have quitted the region of 
pleafure, in return, you poiTefs that of tranquillity 
and repofe. If you are ilrangers to the vivacity of 
enjoyment, you are ixtt, at the fame time, from 
the pain of violent and often difappointed defire. 
Much fatigue, much vexation, as well as vanity, at* 
tend that turbulence of life, in which the younger 
part of mankind are engaged. Amidd thofe keen 
purfttits, and fccming plcafurcs, for which you envy 
, . them. 
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them« often they feel their own mifery, and look, 
forward with a wiihful. eye to thefeafon of caltnne/s 
and retreat. For, on all fides of human life, the ba- 
lance of happinefs is adjufled with more equality than 
at i^T^ appears; and if old age throng (ome nefv dif- 
trefles into the fcale, it lig^htens alfo the weight of 
others. Many pafiions» which formerly difturbed 
your tranquillity, have now fubfided. Many com* 
petitions, which long filled your days with difquiet 
and ftrife, are now at- an end. Maoy afiTidtioaa, 
whichx>nce rent your hearts with violent anguiih, are 
nowfoftened into a tender emotiou, ontheremem* 
branceof pad W02. In the beginnings of life, there 
was room for much apprehenfion concerning what 
might befall in its progrefs. Ypur fecurity was never 
untroubled. Yo* hopes Were interrupted by many, 
anxieties and fears. Having finifhed ihfe career of 
labour and danger, your anxiety ought of courfe to- 
leffen. Ready to enter into the harbour, you can 
look back, as from a fee a re flatioir, upon the perik 
you have efcaped, upon the temped by which you. 
were toiTed, and upon the multitudes who are flill en* 
gaged in confiifling'with the ilorm: 

If you have a^ed yourpart^ with integrity and ho* 
nour, you are juft^y entitled to refpeft, and yoa- 
will generally receive it. For rarely, or never, is « 
old age contemned, unlcfs when, by vice or folly, 
it renders itfelf; contemptible. Though' length of 
time may have worn oiE fuperficial ornaments, 
yet, what old age lofe^ in grace, it often gaina 
in dignity. The veneration as was before ob- 
ferved, which gray hairs- command, puts it in the 
power of the aged, to maintain a very important 
place in human fociety; They are ib far from being 

infignificanc 
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infignificant in the world, that families long held 
together by their authority, and focieties accnftomed 
to be guided by their counfels, have frequently had 
caofe to regret their lofs, more than that of the moft 
vigorous and young. To fnccefs of every kind, the 
head which- dire^s, is no lefs effential than the hand 
which executes. Vain, nay often dangerous, were 
youthful enterprife, if not conduced by aged pru- 
dence. / faU, daysjbould ffidk, and multitude of 
jears Jbould ttacb wi/dgm. Job xxiii. 7. Tlerefon, 
fbdu Jhalt rife up before tbe boarj bead, and bonour tbe 
/ace of t be old man, and fear tby Qod, Lev, xix. 32. 
Though, in old age, the circle of your pleafures 
is more con traded than it has formerly been ; yet, 
within its limits, many of thofe enjoyments remain, 
which are mod grateful to human nature. Tempe- 
rate mirths is not extinguifhed by advanced years* 
The mild pleafures of domellic life, dill cheer the 
fceart. The entertainments of con vcrfation, and fo- 
clal intercourfe, continue unimpaired. The defire 
of knowledge, is not abated by the frailty of the bo* 
dy ; and the leifure of old age, aHbrds many oppor- 
tunities for gratifying that defire. The fphereof 
your obfervation and refledtion, is fo much enlarged 
by long acquaintance with the world, as to fupply 
within itfelf, a wide range of improving thought. 
To recall the various revolutions which have occurred 
fince you began to a£i your part in life ; to compare 
the chara£lers of pad and prefent times ; to trace the 
band of Providence, in all the incidents of your 
own lot ;, to contemplate, with thcughtful eye, the 
fucceilivre new appearances which the world has af- 
fumed around ycu, in government, education, opi- 
Bions^ cudoms, and modes of living j thefe arc em- 
ployments. 



2o8 On^bi DmtUs and S. XII. 

ploy men ts« no left cntertaioiogy tban icib-adlive to 
the mind. 

While yoa are engaged in fuch employmenrts, joa 
are perhaps farroanded with your families, who treat 
yoa with attention and refped; you are hoBoored by 
your- friends ; yoar charader is eilabliflied ; yx>a are 
placed beyond the reach of clamorr, and tbefirifkof 
Ungun ; and, free from diftrading cares, you can at- 
tend calmly to your eternal interefts. For fuch com- 
forts as thefe, have you not caufe mod thankfully to 
acknowledge the goodnefs of Heaven? Do they not 
afford you ground to pafs the remainder of your days 
in relignation and peace ; difpofing yoarfelves to ri(e 
in due time, like fatisfied guefts, from the banquet 
that has been fet before you ; and to praife and blefs, 
when you depart, the great Mailer of the feail \ To a 
man that is good in bis fights whether he be young or 
old, God gi'vetb ijoifdom, and kno'wUdgff and joy. For 
tytry feafon of life, the benignity of his providencp 
hath prepared its own fatisfadions, while his wifdom 
hath appointed its peculiar trials. No age is doomed 
to total infelicity ; provided that we attempt not to 
do violence to Nature, by feeking to extort from one 
age, the pleafures of anotherj and to gather, in the 
Winter of life, thofe 'flowers which were defiined to 
bloflbm, only in its Summer, or its Spring. 

But perhaps it will be faid, that I have confidered 
old age, only in its firfl dages, and in its moil favour- 
able point of light ; before the faculties are as yet 
much impaired, and when difeafe or afflidion has 
laid no additional load on -the burden of years. Let 
us then view it, with all its aggravations of diftrefs. 
Let us fuppofe it arrived at its utmofl verge, worn out 
with infirmities, and bowed down by ?icknefs and 

forrow- 
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forro^. Still there remains this confolation* that it 
h not long ere tki tvearj fiall h at rift. Having 
paired through fo many of the toils of life* yoo may 
BOW, fure]y> when your pilgrimage touches on it^ 
clofe, bear, without extreme impatience, the hard- 
Biips of its^ concluding ftage. From the ineftimable 
promifes of the Gofpd> and from the gracious pre- 
fence of God, the afflidions of old age cannot feclude 
yoo. Though jr#arr heart fiould begin to faint ^ and- 
ypwjiep to fail, there n One, who can be tbeftrength 
efyour hearty and year portion for ever*, Enftn to your 
•Id age^ faith the Lord^ I am He ^ and e'ven fo hoary. 
hairty naill I tarry you, 1 ha*L-e made^ and I -will bear ; . 
even I w/I carry, and *will deliver you, I fa. xlvi. 4. 
Leave thy fatherlefs children ; / «iu/// preferve them* 
ji/ive; and let thy widows ttM^ in me* Jer. xlix. 1 1. 
There is undoutcdly a period when there ought to • 
be a fatiety of life, as there is of all other things ; 
and when death ihould be viewed, as your merciful 
difmifik>n from a long warfare. To come to the^atui^.^ 
in a full agCt like as ajbock of com comet h /«, in its, 
feafon. Job v. 26. is the natural termination of the 
hamaiv courfe. AmidH multiplying infirmities, to 
prolong life beyond its ufual boundji and to draw, 
out your exiflence here to the lafl and fouled dregs,, 
ought not to be the wifh of any wife man. Is it de« 
Arable, to continue lingering on the borders of the- 
grave, after tvtry tie which connects you with life is 
broken ; and to be left a folitary individual, in the 
midft of a new gipneration>i whofe faces you hardly, 
know ? The (hades of your departed friends rife up 
before you, and warn .you, that it is time to depart* 
Nature and providence iummon you, to be gathered^ 
to your fathers. Reafon admonifbes you, that as youe 

pro* 
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predeceflbrs made way for yoa» it is jaft that yoa 
fliould yield yoar place to tbofe, who haye arifen to 
facceed yoa on this bnfy ftage ; who, for a while, 
ihall £11 it with their anions and their fufferings, 
their virtues and their crimes ; and then (hall, in their 
tarn, withdraw, and be joined to the forgotten m al- 
titudes of former ages. 

Coold death indeed be confidered in no other 
view, than as the clofe of life^it would afford only a 
melancholy retreat* The total extindion of being» 
is a thought which human nature, in its moft di& 
trefled circumftances, cannot bear without deje^ion. 
Bot, blelTed be God ! far other profpe^s revive the 
Spirits of the aged, who have fpent their life in pietj 
and virtue. To them., death is not. the extin^ion, 
but the renovation of the living principle ; its remo* 
val from tie Mrthly beufe of this tahernacU^ U thi 
bcu/i not made loith hands^ eternal in the heavent. 
Having fought the good fght \ having finijbed their 
eour/e, and kept the faith ; then is laid up for them the 
crown of right eoufnefs. The Saviour of the world" 
hath not only brought immortality to lights but placed 
k within the reach of their hope and truft. By mak- 
ing atonement iox their guilt, he hath prepared their 
way within the 'veil \ and fecured to them, the pof- 
feilion oi an inheritance ^ incorruptible and nndefiled, rf* 
ferved in the heavens. --^Swoh. are the hopes and prof- 
pedis, which cheer the forrows of old age, and fur- 
mount the fear of death. Faith and piety are the 
only adequate fupports of human nature, in all its 
great emergencies. After they have guided us through 
the various trials of life, they uphold us, at laft, 
amidft the ruins of this falling frame ; and when the 
Jilver cord isjuft ready to be loofed, and the golden Imul 

tat 
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/# bg broken ; tubon tbt pittbtr is broken at tbtfouu" 
tain, and tbt njubeol broken at the tifiern ; they enable 
us to fay^ O Deaib I njoben is tbyfting f O Gravel 
^Lubere is tbj vi^orj ? 



SERMON XIII. 



On the PowiiL of Conscibnoe. 

G EH B8 I S Xlii. 21^ 22* 

And tbey/aidem to anotber, iVg are verify guilty eon* 
corning our brother ^ in tbat v/t favs tbe anguifi of 
bis foul. Viben be befougbt us; andiue would not 
bear: Tberefore is ibis diftrefs com' upon us. And 
Reuben an/wered them, faying , Spake I not unto you, 
faying^ Do ngt fin againfi tbe cbild\ and you would 
not bear f Tberefore, behold affo bis blood is re* 
quired* 

THIS book of Gen^fis difplays a more fingular 
and interefling fcene/ than was ever prefented 
to the world » by any other hiftorical record. It 
carries us back to the beginning of time ; and exhi- 
bits mankind, in their infant and rifing date. It 
(hows us human manners in their primitive fimpll- 
t'ity, before the arts of refinement had polilhed the 

be- 
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bchavionfi or drfguifed the charadlers of men ; when 
they gave vent to their pafiions without diiljmuiation, 
and rpoke their renxiineirts without referve. Few great 
focietie» were, as yet, formed on the earth. Men 
lived in fcattered tribes. The tranfadions of fami* 
Hc» made the chief materials of hi (lory ; and they 
are related in this book, with that beautiful iimpli- 
city, which in the higheft degree,- both delights the 
imagination » and affects the heart. 

Of all thePatriarchaFliiilories, that of Jbfcph and 
bis brethren is the mod re mar Icable, for the charac- 
ters of the a£lors,.the iadruflive nature of the events, 
and the furprifing. revolutions of worldly fortune. 
As far as relates to the Text, .and is necefTary for ex- 
plaining it^, the ftory is to the following purpofe, — 
Jofeph, the yolingeft, except one, of the fons of Ja- 
cob, was diftingui(hed by his farther with fuch marks 
of peculiar afFe^ion, as excited the envy of his bre- 
thren. Having related to them, in the opennefs of 
his hearti certainx3ceams»which portended his future 
advancement above them, their jealoufyrofe to fuch 
a height, that they unnaturally cOnfpired his dedruc- 
tion. Seizing the opportunity of his being at a diC- 
tance from home, they firfl threw him. into a pit, 
and afterwards fold him for sl flave; impofing on 
their father, by a falfe relation of his death. When 
they had thus gratified their refentmcnt, they loft all 
remembrance of their . crime. The family of Jacob 
was rich, and powerful ;.., and feveral years paiTed 
away, . during which they Jived in.profperity without 
being touched^ as far as appears, with the lead re- 
xnorfe for the cruel deed which they had committed. 

Mean while jfofeph was fafely conduced, . by the- 
hand of. Providence, through a. variety of dangers, 

UQtiU. 
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until, from the lowed condition, he rofe at laft to be 
chief favourite of the King of Egypt, the mod pow- 
erful monarch at that time in the world. While he 
pofleiXed this high dignity, a general famine diflrefled 
all the neighbouring countries. In Egypt alone, by^ 
means of his fareiight* and prudent adminiflration, 
plenty flill reigned. Compelled to have recourfe to 
that . kingdom for fupply of food, the brethren of 
Jofepb, upon this occafion, appeared in his prefence, 
and made their humble application to him, for liberty 
to purchafe corn ;, little fufpefling the Governor of 
the Und, before whom they bo*wed dawn their faces to 
-the earth, to be him, whom^ long ago, they had fold 
as a ilave to the Ifhmaelites. But Jofeph no fooner 
faw, than he knew his brethren ; and, ^at this unex- 
pe^ed meeting, his heart melted within him. Fra- 
ternal tendernefs aroie, in all its warmth ; and to* 
tally effaced, from his generous bread, the impref* 
(ion of their ancient cruelty. Though, from that 
moment, he began to prepare for them a furprife of 
joy 5 yet he fo far conftraincd himfelf, as to aflume 
an appearance of great feverity. By this he intend- 
ed, both to oblige them to bring into Egypt his 
youngeA and moft beloved brother, whofe prefencc 
he indantly required; and alfo to awaken within- 
jhem, a due fenie of the crime which they had 
formerly perpetrated. Accordingly, his behaviour 
produced the defjgned eiFeft, For, while they were 
in this firuation, Grangers in a foreign land, where 
they had fallen, as they conceived, into extreme dif* 
trefsi where they were thrown into pfifon by the 
Governor, and treated with rigour, for which they 
could ailign nocaufe; the reflection mentioned in the 
Text arofc in their minds, Confcience brought to 

- re- 
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remembraDce^ their former fins. It recalled, in par* 
ticnlar their long-forgotten cruelty to Jofeph ; and 
without hefitation, they interpreted their prefcnt dif- 
trefs^ to beajadgmentfor diis crime, inflided by 
Heaven. Tbty /aid, out to anotbttt f^e are *utrily 
guilty concerning our brotber, in tbat we /aw tbe an^ 
guijb of bit foul wben be befougbt us^ and we would not 
bear: Tberefore is tbis diftrefs come upon ns, — Behold 
alfo bis blood is required. 

From this inftrudlive palTage of hiftory, the follow-^ 
ing obfervacions nataraJIy arife. I. That a fenfe of 
right and wrong in condu^, or of moral good and 
evil, belongs to human nature. II. That it pro^ 
duces an apprehenfion of merited punifhment, when 
we have committed, evil. III. That although this 
inward fentiment be fUfled during the feafon of prof* 
perity, yet, in adverfity, it will revive. And, IV. 
That when it revives, it determines us to confider 
every diilrefs which we foiTer, from what caufc foever 
it has arifen, as an adlual inflidion of puniDiment by 
Heaven. The confideration of thefe particulars, will 
lead us to a very ferioos viewof the nati^re of man, 
and of the government uf God» 

I. There b^elongs to human nature, a fenfe of 
moral good and evil, or a faculty which diftinguiQjes 
right from wrong, in adion and conduiSl. They /aid 
ofte to another, IVe are verily guilty, — In an age when 
the law was not yet given, when no external revela^ 
tion of the divine will, fubfifted, except what bad 
been handed down among the Patriarchs, from one 
generation to another ; the brethren of Jofeph rca- 
foned concerning their condudl, upon the fame moral 
principles, and were affeaed by the fame feelings, 
of- which we are confcious at this day. Such fenti- 

ments 
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meats are coeval with homan nature ; for thejr are 
the remains of a laWj which was originally writigm in 
iur heart. In the darkeft regions of the earth, and 
among the rndeft tribes of men, adiftindion has ever 
been made, between jnft and unjuft, between a. duty 
and a crime. Throughoat all the interconrfe of hir- 
man beings ^^ thefe diftindions are fuppofed. They 
are the foundation of the mataal trad, which the 
tranra£Uons of life require ; nay, the very entertain- 
ments of fociety conftantly appeal to them. The Hif- 
torian,' who iludies to magnify his hero, by repre- 
fenting him as joft and generous ; the Poet, who 
feeks to intereft the world in his fi£lions, by engaging 
the heart in behalf of difh-effed virtue ; are fufficient 
to confute the Sceptic, who denies any natural per- 
ception of a diflindron in a6iions« 

But though a fenfe of moral good and evil be deep- 
ly impreffed on the heart of maq, yet it is not of fuf- 
ficient power to regulate his life. In his prefent cor- 
rupted flate, it is both too general to afford him full 
direction in conduct, and too' feeble to withltand the 
oppofition of contrary principles in his nature. It is 
often perverted, by ignorance and Tu perdition ; it is 
too eafily overcome by paffion and dcfire. Hence, 
the importance of that Divine revelation, which 
communicates both light and ftrengtb ; which by the 
inftru£tive difcoveries it makes, and by the powerful 
affiftance k\ fupplics, it raifesr'man to a flation infi- 
nitely fuperior to that which he pcfllflcs under the 
mere light of Nature. 

It is ofconfequence, however, to remark. That 
this revelation nece/Tarily fuppcfes an antecedent fenfe 
of right and wrong to take place in the human mirjd. 
it addreffes itfelf to men, as pofleffed of fuch a fa- 
culty ; 
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cahy; ftn<li when it commaads them in general 
tern»$, to porfoe vobai/HVit things mrt true, vobAt/^ 
9Vir thimis art bpntfi^ nnhaifoiVir tbingt are Jufi, 
purtf Jovey or tf good rtport, if tb$re be any wrttie^ 
aai if tben be amj fral/e, it plainly appeals to the 
native dilates of their heart. Nay^ nnlefs men were 
endowed by Nature, with ibme fenfe of duty, or of 
moral obligation, they coald reap no benefit from 
revelation ; they woold remain incapable of al^ reli- 
gion whatever. For, in vain were a fyftem i^f duty 
prefer! bed to them by the word of God ; allegiance 
were in -vain required towards their Creator, or love 
and gratitude enjoined towards their Redeemer ; if, 
previoufly, there was no principle in their nature, 
which made them feel the obligations of duty, of 
allegiance, and of gratitade. They could have no 
ideas correfponding to fuch terms ; nor any convic- 
tion, that, independently of fear or intereft, they 
were bound to regard, either him who made, or him 
who redeemed them.— This, therefore, is to be held 
as a principle, fundamental to all religion. That 
there is in human nature, an approving or condemn- 
ing fenfe of condu^ ; by means of which, tbey wbe 
ba'Vi ntt tbe law, nre a lava unto tbtm/el^es. Rom. ii« 
14. They^ho, from a miHaken zeal for the honour 
of Divine revelation, either deny the exillence, or 
vilify the authority, of natural religion, are not 
awarej that, by difallowing the fenfe of obligation, 
they undermine the foundation on which revelation 
builds its power of commanding the heart. 

•The Text leads us to obferve. That one of the 
cafes in which the natural fenfe of good and evil ope- 
rates moft forcibly, ts, when men havt been guilty of 
injufticc or inhumanity. PTe /aw tbe anguijh of our 

b. other s 
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hT9t bet's foul 'when ht bif ought us, and^i *w9uU uot 
Sear. An inward principle prompts us to do good to 
others ;« but with much greater authority* it checks, 
and condemns us, when we haye done them injuries; 
This part of the^hamaa conftitution dtferves to be 
remarked, as a fignal proof of the wifdom of its Au- 
thor, and of the gracious provifion which he has 
made for the welfare of mankind. We are all com* 
tnitted, in fome meafure, to the care and affiftance of 
one another. But Our mutual inHnence reaches much 
farther with refpeft to the evils, than with refped to 
the enjoyments, of thofe around ns« To advance 
their profperity, is often beyond our ability 5 but to 
inflt£i injuries, is almoft always within our powers 
And,- at the fame time, felfinterefl very frequently 
tempts us taxommit them. With the utmoft pro- 
priety, therefore we are fo framed, that the influence 
of the moral principle (hould be moft authoritative, 
in cafes where its aid is moft needed ; that to pro* 
mote the happinefs of others, fhould appear to us as 
praifc- worthy, indeed, and generous 5 but that, to ab- 
l^ain from injuring them, fhould be felt as matter of 
the flridlefl duty. — Amidfl the dillrefs which the Pa* 
triarchs fufFered in Egypt, had only this fuggeftion 
occurred, " We faw our brother beginning to prof- 
** per, and we contributed not to his advancement,'^ 
their minds would have been more eafily quieted. 
But, when their reileftion was, Wefww bis anguijb 
^jithen he be/ou^ht us, and nve fweuld not bear, then 
compundlion turned upon them its fharpefl edge. I 
proceed to obfervfe, 

II. Th^t our natural fenfe of right and wrong, 

produces an apprehenfion of merited punifhment 

when^we have committed a crime. When it is em- 

VoL. J, L ployed 
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ployed in fonreying the behaviour of others, it dif- 
tingotihes fosie adions as laodable and excellent; 
and difapproves of others, as evil and bafe. Bat 
when it is direded upon our own condud, it alTumes 
a higher office, and exercifes the authority of a judge. 
It is then properly termed, Confcience ; and the feo* 
timepts which it awakens, upon the perpetration of 
a crime, are (Hied, Remorfe. Tbirtfort, faid the bre- 
thren of jofeph, is this iiftrtfi com updn us; hiboU 
ai/§ bis bhod it refuired. They acknowledged, not 
only that they had committed a wrong, but a wrong 
for which they were juftly doomed to iufer. 

Did not confcience fugged this natural relation be- 
tween guilt and punifhment, the mere principle of 
approbation, or dtfapprobation, with refped to mord 
conduct, would prove of (inall eficacy. . For difap- 
probation attends, in fome degree, every con virion 
of impropriety ot folly. When one has adediinfuit- 
ably to his intereft, or has trefpafled again ft the 
rules of pfudence or decorum, he reflets upon his 
ipondud with pain, and acknowledges that he de- 
iibrves blame. &it the di/Ference between the fenie 
of intfcpiidii^, and the fenie of guilt, confifis in this, 
7h%t <the latter penetrates much d^per into the 
beaft. It makes the criminal feel, that he i« not on- 
ly^lameable, but juflly punishable, for the part which 
he has a^ed« -With reference to this ofice of con- 
fcience, the infpir^d writers frequently fpeakof it, in 
terms borrowed from the awfiil folemnities of judi- 
cial procedure ; as, hearing nuitnefrfor or againft us ; 
accujing or excufing, judging and condemning* It will 
^e toun^, that in the langli^ge of moft nations, 
^erm3 of the fan\e import ai-e applied to the operations 
^i CwTifcijence ; expreffing the fenfe, which all man- 
kind 
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kind have, of its pafiing fentence upon them« and 
pronouncing rewards or punifhments to.be d^e to 
their anions. 

The fenfe of puniOiment merited. You are further 
to obferve, can never be feparated from the dread, 
that at feme time or other, puniifament (hall be ac- 
tually inflided. This dread is not confined to the 
vengeance of man. For, let the finner's evil deeds 
be ever fo thoroughly concealed from the knowledge 
of the virorld, liis inward alarms are not quieted by 
that confideration. Now punifliment is the fan6lion 
of a law. Every law foppofes, a rightful fuperior: 
And therefore, when coWcience threatens punifh* 
roent to fccret crimes, it manifedly recognizes a fu- 
preme Governor, from whom nothing is hidden. 
The belief of onr being accountable to him, is what 
the meft hardened wickednefs has never been able to 
eradicate. It is a belief which arifes, not merely from 
reafoning, but from internal fentiment. Confcience 
\^ felt .to ad as the delegate of an invifible Ruler; 
hoth anticipating his fentence, and foreboding its 
execution. 

Hence arife.the terrors, which fo often haunt guilt, 
and rife in proportion to its atrocity. In the. hiitory 
of all nations, the Tyrant and the Oppreflbr, the 
bloody and the flagitious, have been ever pointed 
out, as fearful, unquiet, and reftlefs ; fubje/l to ajarms 
dnd apprehenfions oi an unaccountable kind. And ' 
furefy, to live under fueh difqnietude, from the dread 
of merited punifhmenr, is already to undergo one of 
the moft fevere puniihments which human nature can 
fuffer. When the world threatens us with any of its 
evils, we know the exteitl, s^nd difcern the limits of 
the danger. We fee the quarter, on which we ar« 
L 2 cxpoled 
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expofed to Its attack. We meafare our own fireDgth 
with that of oar adverfary ; ^nd can take precaa* 
tions, either for making refiftance, or for contriving 
efcape. Bat when an awakened confcience places 
before thefinner, thejuft vengeance of the Almighty, 
the profpeft is confounding, becaufe the danger i» 
boundlefs. It is a dark unknown which threatens 
him. The arm that is flretched over him, he can 
neither fee nor refill. On every fide, he dreads it; 
and on every objed which fnrrounds bim, he looks 
with terror, becaufe he is confcious that every objedl 
can be employed againft him as an inftrument of 
wrath. No wonder that the lonefome folitude, or the 
midnight hour, fhould (Irike him with horror. His 
troubled mind beholds forms, which other men fee 
not ; and heai-s voices, which found only in the ear 
of guilt. A hand appears to come forth, and towrite 
upon the wall over again ft him ; as it did of old, in 
the fight of an impious monarch. He Jball find no 
ea/e nor reft. For the Lord Jhall ginn him a trembling 
hearty and failing of eyes, and forro^w of mind : And 
his life JhaU hang in doubt before him ; and he Jhall 
fear day and night , and ha^ue none ajfurance of bis life. 
In the morning he Jhall fay. Would to God it ivert 
even; and at even he Jhall fay. Would to God it njnere 
morning, for the fear of his heart nvherenjiith he Jhall 
fear, and for the fght which his eyes Jhall fee. His 
life Jhall be grievous unto him* Deut. xxviii. 65, t6, 
67. Ifa. XV. 4. — Adverfity ! how blunt are all the ar- 
rows of thy quiver, in comparifon with thofe of guilt I 
— But If fuch be the power of confcience, whence, 
it may be aiked, codies it to pafs, that its influence 
•is not m<irc general, either in reftraining men from 
the tommifijon of fin, or in leading them to a timely 
repentance ? This brings me to obfcrve, 

III. That, 
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III.. That, during a eoorfeof profpcritj the ope- 
rations of confcience arc often fufpended ; and that 
adverfity is the feafon which reftores them to their 
proper force. At the time when crimes are committed 
the mind is too mach heated by pafiion, and engrofTed 
by the objed of its purfu t, to be capable of proper 
reflection. After this tumult of fpirits has fabfided, 
if a train of new paiTions be at hand to employ its ac- 
tivity, or a facceffion of pleafurable objcdls occur to 
engage its attention, it may for a while remain, 
though not entirely free from inward mifgivings, yet 
unconfcioDS of the degree of its guilt. Diffipated 
among the amufements of life, the finner efcapes, 
in fome meafure, from his own view. If he redeOs 
-upon himfelf at all, the continuance of profperity 
feems to him a llrong juflification of his condaft.' 
For it will be found, that in the hearts of all men» 
there is a natural propenfity, to judge of the favour 
of the Supreme Being, from the courfe of external 
events. When they are born with a fmooth gale 
along the ftream of life, and behold every thing pro- 
ceeding according to their wifti, hardly can they be 
brought to believe that Providence is their enemy. • 
Bafking in the fun-ftiine of profperity, they fuppofe 
themfelves to enjoy the fmile of indulgent Heaven ; 
and fondly conclude, that they are on terms of friend- 
fhip with all above, and with all below. Eafy they 
find it, then, to fp read over the grofleft crimes, a co*" 
vering, thin, indeed, and flight, yet fufficient to con- 
ceal them/rom a fuperficial view. 

Of this we have a very remarkable inftance in thofe 
brethren of Jofeph, whofe hiftory we now confider. 
Not only from the filence of the infpired writer, we 
have ground to believe that their remorfe was ftifled, 

L3 
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while their profperity remained ; but we ar^ able to 
trace fome of the pretences^ by which, daring that 
periods they quieted their minds. For when they 
were contriving the ^edrafiion of Jofeph, we find 
Judah faying to his brethren. What profit is it^ if^Kt 
Jlay our brother, and conceal his hhodf Let us /ell him 
to the IJhmaelites ; and let not our hand he upon him ; 
for he is our brother » and ourjlejh : And his brethrtn 
nvere content. Gcn. xxxvii. 26, 27. Here yoii behold 
them juftifying their crime, by' a fort of pretended 
humanity ; and making light of felling their brother 
for a ilavej becaufe they did not take away his life* 
How ilrangely are the opinions of meo altered, by a 
change in their condition I How different is^this fen* 
timent of the Patriarchs, from that which they after- 
wards entertained of the fame adion, when as you 
f<:e in the Text, the Remembrance df it wrong their 
hearts with anguilh? 

But men, in truth, differ as much from themfelvet^ 
in profperity, and in adverfity, as if they wcfre diffe* 
rent creatures. In profperity, tytry thing tends to 
flatter and deceive. In adverfity the illttfions of life 
vaniih. Its avocations^ and its pleafares, no longer 
afford the fmner that (helter he was wont to find frotn 
confcience. Formerly, he made a part of the crowd. 
He now feels himfelf a foHtary individual, left alone 
with God, and with his own mind. His fpirits are 
not fupported as before, by fallacious views of the 
favour of Heaven. The candle of the Lord fhines not 
on his head, his pride is humbled ; and hisaffedtions 
are foftened for receiving every ferious impreffion. In 
this fituation, a man's iniquity is fire to find him out» 
Whatever has been notorioufly criminal in his former 
condudl^ rifes as a fpedlre, and places itfelf before 

him. 



him. Tfre tn^reafed fenfibility of his mind, renders 
Jbim alive to feelings which lately were faint ; and 
wounds which bad been ill healed, bleed aJFrefh. 
When nun take the timbrel and the harf^ and rejoice at 
the found of the organ j they faj^ What is the Almighty 
that 'we Jhouldfer've him ? But when thej are hoUen 
in the cords of affli^ion, then he fin^weth them their 
tj^ork, and their tranfgrej/ton, that they have exceeded. 
He openelh alfo their ettrs to difcipline i and command* 
etb, that they return from iniquity. 

Hence, we may perceive the great ufefulnefs, and 
propriety, of that interchange of conditions, which 
takes place in human life. By profperiiy, God 
gives fcope to our pafiions, and makes trial of our 
difpoiltions. By adverfity, he revives the fcrious prin« 
ciple within* Neithe^ the one, nor the other, could 
be borne entire and unmixed. Man, always proCr 
perous, would be giddy and infolent ; always af- 
fl idled, wQold be fallen and defpoi^ent. Hopes and 
fears, joy and forrow, are, therefore fd blended in his 
life> as both to give room fbr worldly purfuits, and 
to recall, from time tp time, the admonitions of con- 
fcience. Of the proportion in which they (hould be 
mixed for this purpofe, we are very incompetent 
judges. From our ignorance of the degree of difci- 
pline, which thefpiritual ftate of others requires, we 
often cenfure Providence unjuftly for its feverity^lo- 
wards them : And, from the vanity and rafhnefs of 
our wiihes, we complain, without reafon, of its Vi- 
gour, to ourfelves. While we con fu It nothing but 
our eafe, God attends to our fpiricual improvement. 
When we feek what is pleaiing, he fends what is ufe- 
ful. When, by drinking too deep of worldly prof* 
perity, we draw in a febret'poifon> he mercifully in- 
L 4 fnf^fi 
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fofes a medicine, at the time that he troubles and 
embitters the waters. Ji remains now to obferve, 

IV. That when confcicnce is thoroughly awaken* 
ed, it determines the iinner, to confider every cala- 
mity which he fuffers, as a pofitivc infliftion of pa- 
niihmcnt by Heaven. As it had before alarmed Jiim 
with threatenings of Divine difpleafure, it tells him, 
when he falls under diflrefs, that the threatened day 
of account is come. Afflidions, on fome occafions, 
rife dire^ly out of our Ans. Thus^ difeafes are 
brought on by intemperance ; poverty fprings from 
idlenefs ; and difgrace, from prefumption. la 
fucH cafes, the puniibment is fo clofely confiedted 
witb the crime, that it is impoffible to avoid difcern* 
ing the relation which the one bears to the other. 
But the appointment of Providence, which we oqw 
confider, reaches farther than this, God has framed 
us fo, that diftrciTes, which have no perceivable con- 
nedioa with our former crimes, are, neverthelefs, 
interpreted by confci'ence, to be inflidled on their ac- 
count* They force themfclves upon our apprehenfi- 
on, onder this view. They are made to carry, not 
only that degree of pain which properly belongs to 
themfclves, but that additional torment alfo, which 
arifes from the belief of their being the vengeance of 
the Almighty. 

Let a man fall unexpe£ledly into forae deep cala* 
mity. Let that calamity be brought upon him, ei- 
ther by means which the world" calls fortuitous ; or 
by a train of incidents^ in which his own mifcondu6l> 
or guilt, has apparently had no part ; yet one of the 
lirfl. queftions, which, in fuch a fituaiion, he puts 
to himfelf, is. What have I done to deferve this I 
His reflexion is, almoft inftinQively, drawn back 
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upon his former life ; aad if, ia the coarfe of that 
letrofpefl, any flagrant guilty deed occur to fmite 
his confcicnce, on this he cannot avoid refting with 
anxiety and terror, and conneding it in his imagi- 
nation with what he now fuffers. He fees, or thinks 
that he fees, a Divine arm lifted op ; and what, in 
other circumftances, he would have called a reverfc 
of fortune, he now views as a judgment of Heaven. 

When the brethren of Jofeph, confined in the 
Egyptian prifon, were bewailing the diftreflcs in 10 
which they had fallen, there Was no circumflance 
wJiich pointed out any relation between their prefent 
misfortune, and their former cruelty to their^i^rother. 
A long courfe of years had intervened, during 
which they flourifhed in wealth anrd eafe^- They 
were now far- from the fceneof theif.crime ; in i fo-- 
reign land, where they believed thcmfelves utterly 
unknown, and where they had done nothing to of- 
fend. But conicience formed a connexion between 
events, which according to the ordinary apprehen/ion 
«f men, wer« entirely independent of each other. 
It made them recoiled, that they, who once had 
been deaf to the fupplications of a brother, were 
nov/ left friendlefs and forlorn, imploring pity in 
vain from an unrelenting Governor^ and that they 
who hadfirft confpired to kill their brother, and af- 
terwards fold him for a llave, w«re themfelvcs de- 
prrivcd of liberty, and threatened with an ignomini- 
ous death. How undefervedly foever ihefe evils be- 
fell them on the part of men,- they confefled them 
to be juft on the part of Providence. They conclude 
ed the hour of retribution to be arrived ; and, in the 
perfon of the Governor of Egypt, they beheld the 
Ruler of the world calling them to account for guilt. 
Im 5. Tben/on 
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TbiTifore is this iiftrefs ccme upM us. 'Behold aJfo his 
bl99d is requfnd. 

Similar fentimentSi on like occafions» will be 
found not uncommon among mankind. Pious men, 
there is no doubt, are at all times difpofed to look op 
to God> and to acknowledge his hand in every event 
of life* But what I now obfer ve, is. That where no 
habitual acknowledgment of God takes place ; naf , 
where a daring contempt of his authority has pre- 
vailed, confcience, neverthelefs, conflrains men, in 
the day of their didrefs, to recognize God, under the 
moft awful of all charadlers. The avenger of paft 
guilt. 

Herein the wifdom of God appears in fuch a light, 
as juflly to claim our higheft admiration. The ordi* 
nary coorfe of his Providence, is carried on by human 
means. He has fettled a train of events, which pro- 
ceed in a regular fucceflion of caufes. and effe£ls, with* 
out his appearing to interpofe, or to a6l. But thefe 
on proper occafions, are made to-«^fe&-(h« human 
mind, in the fame manner as if he were beheld de- 
fcending from his throne^ to puni(h the finner with 
his o^n hand. Were God to fufpend the laws of 
Nature, on occaiioQ of every great crime that was 
committed on earth, and to govern the world by 
frequent interpofitions of a miraculous kind, the 
whole ord^r of human affairs would be unhinged ; no 
plans oFd6tion could be formed ; and no fcope would 
be given for the probation and trial of men. On the 
other hand, were the operation of fecond canfes al- 
lowed to conceal a Divine hand totally from view, all 
fenfe of fuperior government would be loft ; the 
world wou!d fcem to be void of God ; the finner 
would perceive nothing but chance and fortune, in 

the 
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thedii^reiTes which he fuffered. Whereas by its be- 
ing fo ordered^ that feveral incidents of life^ ihall 
carry the fame force, and (Irike the mind with the 
fame impreilion, as if they were fupernatural inter* 
portions, thle fear of God is kept alive among men, 
and the order of human afFairs is, at the fame time,' 
preierved unbroken. The (inner fees his diilrefs to 
be the immediate tfftOi of human violence or op> 
preilion ; and is obliged, at the fame mopnent, to 
confider it as a Divine judgment. His confcience 
gives to an ordinary misfortune, all the edge and 
the fting of a vifitation from Heaveti. 

From the train of thought which the Text hai 
Aiggefted, feveral' inferences naturally follow. But 
I'fhall confine myfelfto two, which claim your par- 
ticular attention. 

The firft is, the clear evidence which the preceding 
obfervation& afford, of a Divine govternment nowex- 
ercifed over mankind. This mod important and 
awful of all truths, cannot be too often presented to 
our view, or too ftrongly iVnprefTed On our mind. 
To the imperfect con vidi on of it, which obtains in 
the' world, muft be afciibed, in a great meafure, the 
prevalence of (in. Did men (irmly believe, that the 
Almighty Being, who formed them, is carrying on 
afyftem of adminiftration which will not leave guilt 
unpunifhed, it is impoffible that they could re- 
main fo inattentive, as we often behold them, to 
their moral condud. But the bulk of mankind are 
gi^dy and thonghtlefs. Struck by the fuperficial ap- 
pearances of pleafure^ which accompany licentiouf- 
nefs, they enquire no farther; arid deliver them- 
felves up to their fenfes, and their paffions. Where- 
as, were they to reiledl, but for a moment^ upon 

that 
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that view which has now beeo given of haman na- 
ture, they might foon be fatisfied, that the moral 
government of God, is no matter of doubtful dif- 
cuffion. It is a fad, no lefs obvious and incontefla- 
ble, than the government exercifed by thofe earthi/ 
rulers, whom we behold with the enfigns of their 
office before oar tyts^ 

To govern, is to require a certain courfeof adion^ 
or^ to prefcribe fi law ; and to enforce that law, by 
a faitable didribation of rewards and pun iih men ts* 
Now, God has not only invefled confcience, as we 
have feen with amthority to promulgate, but en* 
dowed it alfo with power to enforce, his law. Byr 
placing inward approbation and peace on the fide of 
virtue, he gave it the fan dion of reward. But this 
was not enough. Pain is a more powerful principle^ 
than pleafure. To efcapc mifery, is a Urongcr mo- 
tive for adlion, than to obtain good. God, there- 
fore, fo framed human nature, that the painful fenfe 
of ilUdefert ihould attend the commiflion of crimes ; 
that this fenfe of ill-deferi* fhould neceflarily produce 
the dread of puniihment ; and that this dread ihould 
fa operate on the mind, in the time of diilrefs, as ta 
make the finncr conceive Providence to be engaged 
againft him, and to be concerned in inftiding the pis- . 
nifhment which he fufFers. All thefe impreilions he 
hath ftamped upon the heart with his own hand. He 
hath made them coaftituent parts of our frame ; oft 
purpofe, that by the union of fomanyftrong and 
pungent fentiments,. he might enforce repentance 
and reformation,^ and publiih to the hofpan race hi» 
deteftation of fin. Were he to fpeak to u« from the 
clouds> his voice could not be more decifive ""What 
wedifccrnto he interwoven with the contexture oF 

kumaa 
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human nature^ and'to pervad« the whole courfe of 
hajnan affairs^ carries an evidence not to be refilled. 
We might with as much reafon, doubt whether the 
fun was intended to enlighten the e^rth, or the rain» 
to fertilize it ; as whether he, who' thus franked the 
human mind, intended to announce righteoufnefs to 
mankind, as his law. 

The fecond inference which I make from the fore- 
going difcourfe, refpefis the intimate connedioo, 
which thofe operations of coufcience have, with the 
peculiar and diilinguifhing doctrines of the Gofpel of 
Chrift. They will be found to accord with cbem fo 
remarkably, astofurniih an anfwer to fome of thofe 
objections, which fuperficial reafoners are apt to 
raife again (I; the ChrilHan revelation. In particular, 
they coincide with that awful view which the Gofpel 
gives us, of the future confequences of guilt. If the 
iinner is now conftrained by confcience, to view the 
Almighty as purfuing him with evil for long- forgot- 
ten crimes, how naturally mud he conclude^ that, 
in a fubfequent period of exiftence^ the Divine adini- 
niftration will proceed upon the fame plan, and 
complete what has been left imperfedl here? If, 
during this life, which is only the time of trial, ^ 
thedifpleafureof Providence at fin is difplayed by 
tokens fo manifcft, what may be apprehended to fol* 
low, when juftice; which at prefent only begins to 
be executed, fhall be carried toiis confummatioo ^ 
What confcience forebodes, revelation verifies; af- 
fnring us, that a day is appointed, when Go<i ivilL 
render to every man according to his tJborks j to them, 
v/ho ly patient continuance in fwsll doing, fiek fbr glory , 
honour, and immortality ; eternal life : But unto^ 
them that are contentious, and obey not the t uth, 
hut ^hey unrighieou/ne/s \ ^ indignation and nvrath, 

tribu' 
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tribulation and OMguifi, up§n tverj foul of mam 
that dot b evil, oftbtjivofirft, amdalfi §f tbe Gen^ 
tile. F»r tbire is no refpiS ofper/ons ivitb God* For 
as many as banie Jinrnd nuitbout the law, flfoU alfo /e- 
rijh moitbout tbe ia^w ; and as many as ba^e finned in 
tbelawt Jkall be judged by tbe law). Rom. ii. 7-— 15* 
While the threatenings of confcience thosftrengtly- 
cii the evidence of the fcripture dodrine coaceroiDg 
future pttoifliments, they likewise pave the way for 
the belief of what is revealed concerniDg the method 
of our deliverance by Cbrift. They fnggeft to the 
finner^ fome deep and dark malignity Contained m 
guilt, which has drawn upon his head fuch high 
difpleafure from Heaven. They call forth his moft 
anxious efforts, to avert the effedls of that diiplea* 
fure, and to propitiate his offended judge. Some 
. atonement, he is confcious, muft be made ; and^ 
the voice of nature has, in every age, loudly demand- 
ed fuffering, as the proper atonement for guilt. 
Hence mankind have conftantly fled for refuge to 
fuch fttbftitutioss, as they could devife to place in 
the room of the offender ; and, as by general con- 
fent, vidiins have every where been flain, and expt- 
atory facrtfices liave been offered up on innumera- 
ble altars. Wberemjitb Jhall I come before tbe Lord, 
andhonjo my/elf before tbe moft bigb God? Sball I come 
before bim <wifb^burnt ojirings, and cal<ues of a year 
oldf Willtbt Lord be pieafednuitb tboufands of rams^ 
or witb ten tboufand of rivers of oil ? Or, Jhall I gi^je 
myfirft'bornfor my tranfgrtffion ; tbe fruit of my body 
for tbe fin of my foul? Micah vi. 6^ 7. Thefe per- 
plexities and agitations of a guilty confcience, may 
be termed preludes in fome meafure, to the Gofpel 
of Chrift. They are the pointings of anenllghtened 
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Nature, towards that method of relief, which the 
grace of God has provided. Nature felt iti inability 
to extricate itfctf from the confeqoences of giitlt: 
The Gofpel reveals the plan of Divine interpoiition 
and aid. Nature confeiled fome atonement to bene* 
ceflary : The Gofpel difcovers, that the necefiary 
atonement is made. The remedy is no iboner pre- 
fented, than its faltablenefs to the difeafe appears : 
and the great myftery of redemption, chough it reach- 
es, in its full extent, beyond our comprehenfion> 
3iet, as far as it is revealed ^ holds a vifiblecongroity 
with thefenttments of Confcience, and of Nature. 

Nature and revealed religion proceed from the 
fame Author ; and, of courfe, ire analogous and 
confiftent. They are parts of the fame plan of 
Providence. They are connedled roeafures of the 
fame (y^tm of government. The ferious belief of 
the one, is the bed preparation for the reception of 
the other. Bpth concur in imprefTmg oar mind with 
a deep fenfe of one moil important troth which is the 
rcfult of this whole difcourfe. That as ive /otv noiv, 
luemf/freaf; that under the government of God^ 
no one (hall be permitted, with impunity, to gratify 
his criminal paffionsj and to make light of the great 
duties of life. 



SERMON XIV. 

On the Mixture of Joy and Fbar in JReligiok. 
Psalm ii. it. 



[Rejoice *witb trembling, 

Joy and Pear, are two great (prings of human 
adion. The mixed condition of this world, 
gives fcope for both ; and, according as the one or 
the other predominates, it inflaences the general te* 
nor of oor condufh Each of them poflefTes a pro- 
per place in religion. To/er<ve the Lord initb glad- 
ne/s, is the exhortation of the Pfalmift David. Pfai. 
C. 2. lio/erve him with reverence and godly fear ^ i» 
the admonition of the Apoflle Paul. Heb. xii. 2S. 
But, under the prefent imperfedion of human nature, 
each of thefe principles may be carried to a dangerous 
extreme* When the whole of religion is placed in 
joy, it is in hazard of rifing into unwarrantable rap^ 
ture. When it refts altogether on fear, it degene- 
rates intofuperftitious fcrvility. The Text enjoins a 
due mixture of both ; and inculcates this important 
maxim. That joy, tempered with fear, is the' pro- 
per difpoiition of a good man. In difcouriing of this 
fubjcd^, I (hall endeavour to fhow, firft. That joy is- 
cflential to religion ; and next. That, for various 
jeaibn9> this joy ought to be mixed with fear,-; 
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whence we iHall be able to afcertain the nature .of that 
deady and compofed fpirit, whicM» mod fuicable to 
our prefent condition, and mofl acceptable to God. 

' I. Joy 18 eflential to religion, in two refpeds ; as 
religion infpires joy, and as it requires it. In other 
words. To rejoice* is both the privilege, and the 
duty, of good naen. 

In the firA place. Religion infpires joy. It af- 
fords juft ground of gladnefs, to all who firmly be- 
lieve its do£lrines, and finccrely ftudy to obey its 
laws : For it confers on them, the two moft materi- 
al reqiiiiites of joy ; a favourite fituation of things 
without^ and a proper difpoiition of mind within, to 
relilh that favourable fituation. 

When they examine their fituation withoift, they 
behold them/elves placed in a world, which is full of 
the influence of a gracious Providence ; where beauty 
and good are every where predominant ; where vari- 
ous comforts are bellowed ; and where if any be 
withheld, they have reafon to believe, that they are 
withheld by parental wifdom. Among the crowd 
that encompafs them, they may be at a lofs to dif- 
cern, who are their friends, and who their ene- 
mies. But it is fufHcient to know that they are under 
the protedlion g! an invifible Guardian, whofe pow« 
er can keep them from every evil. All the fteps of 
his condudl, they may be unable tb trace. Events 
may befall thpm, of which they can give no ac- 
count. But as long as they are fatisfied, that the 
fyftem of Divine government is founded on mercy, 
no- prefent occurrences are able to deilrcy their 
peace. For be nuho /pared not bis ctun Son, hut df 
li'vered bim up for tbem, boiv Jhall he not 'with him 

freely ^ive them all things? If their nature is frail. 



2|4 0« '^ hUx$uu tf S. XlV. 

Divine affiftante is promifed to ftreogthen it. If 
their virtue is imperfed, a difpenfation is opened, 
which gives them the hope of pardofi . If their eir^ 
teraal circumftances be in any refped unfavourable, 
it is becaufe a higher intereft is confalted. jiUibiugSt 
they are afiured, Jhall wrk togtiher f&r tbtir good. 
On their profperity refts, theblefiing; on their a(i- 
verfity, the fandifying Spirit, of the Almighty. 
Old age may advance, and life decay ; bat beyond 
thofe boundaries of Nature, faith opens the profped 
of their lading felicity. Without anxiety, they pafs 
through the different periods of their prefent exig- 
ence, becanfe they know it to be no more than an in* 
trodn^ion to immortality. 

At fuch afitnationof things without, lays a (olid 
foundation for joy ; fo the difpofition which religion 
forms within, promotes the reliihof it. It is in- 
deed from within, that the chief fources of enjoy* 
ments or trouble rife. The minds of bad men are 
always diforderly ; and henCc their lives arc To geiie- 
rally uneafy. In vain they take the tifiibrel and tbe 
barf, and endeavour to rejoice at the found of tbe or- 
gan. Spleen and difguft purfue them, through all 
the haunts of amufement. Pride and ill-hamour 
torment them. Opprcffed with difcontcnt, their 
fpirits flag ; and their worn-out plcafures afl^ord them 
entertainment no more. - Bat religion fubdues thofe 
malignant paffions, which are the troublers of hu- 
man rcpofe ; which either overcaft the mind with 
the glooxp of pceviftment, or difquiet it by the vio- 
lence of agitation. It infufes, in their room, thofe 
mild and gentle difpofitions, whofe natural efFed is 
to fmooth the tenor of the foul. Benevolence and 
candour, moderation and temperance, wherever 

they 
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(hey reigiiy produce cheerfulnefsand ferenity. Tke 
confcioufnefs of integrity, gives eafe and freedom to 
the mind. It enables good men to extrad from 
every obje£^, the whole fatisfa^lion which it is ca- 
pable of yielding ; and adds the flavour of inno- 
cence^ to all their external pleafures. 

In the iecond pi ace « As religion naturally in- 
fpires joy ; fo what it infpires, it commands us to 
chcrilh. As a ncceffary proof of oor iincerity, it 
requires cheerfulnefs in the performance of our doty ; 
becaufe^ if this be wanting, oar religion difcovers it* 
felf, not to be genuine in pnnctple, and in prac- 
tice it cannot be ftable. 

Religions obedience^ deflitute of joy, is ifotge- 
' naine in its principle. For, did either faith or hope* 
the love of God, or the love of goodnefs, role 
the heart; they conld not fail to produce fatiT- 
faAion in piety and virtue. All thofe caofcs of 
joy which ] have 'mentioned, would then ope- 
I'ate ; and their native effed on the mind«^ would 
follow. The ^ro(^&A which religion opens. 
wpuld gladden, and the afiedions which it infpires, 
would fooih the heart. We fcrve, with pleafure, 
the benefaflor whom wc love. We rejoice in every 
ftudy and purfuit, to which we are fincercly at- 
tached. M we ferve not God with picafure, it is 
becaufe we know him not, or love him not. If we 
rejoice not in virtue, it is bccaufe our affeftion is 
alienated from it, and our inclinations are depraved. 
Wc give too evident proof, that either we believe not 
the principles of religion, or that we feel not their 
power. Exclude joy from religion ; and you leave 
no other motives to it, except compulfion and inte- 
reft. But are thefe fuitable grounds, on which to 
rcftthe whole of our obedience to the Supreme Be- 
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ing? Mjfimtgivim thy hearty is the call of God. 
Sorely if there be no pleafure in folfilling his com- 
mandsy the heart is not given him ; and, in (hat 
cafe, the multitude ef facrifices^ and burnt offerings, 
is broaght to his altar in vain. 

As religion^ deilitute of joy, is imperfefl in its 
principles; fo in pradice, it muft be nnflable. In 
vain yott endeavour to fix any man to the. regular 
performance of that, in which he finds no pleafure. 
^Bind him ever fo faft by i mere ft or fear, he will 
contrive fome method of eluding the obligation. In- 
genuity is never fo fertile of evafions, as where plea- 
fure is all on the one fide, and mere precept on the 
other. He may ftudy to fave appearances. He may 
difiemble and conftrain himfelf. But his heart re- 
volts in fecret ; and the weight of inclination willy 
in the end, draw the praftice after it; . Ifperfeve- 
rance is not to be expeded, dill lefs can zeal be look- 
ed for, from. him, who in his religious duties, trem- 
bles without rejoicing. Every attempt towards vir- 
tue whicb he forms, will be feeble and aukward. 
He applies to it as a talk ; he dreads the taik-maf- 
ter ; but he will labour no more than^neceflity en- 
joins. To efcape from puniihment, is his fole aim.. 
He bargains for immunity, by ^vtry duty which he 
performs ; and all beyond, he efteems fuperfluous 
toil. Such religion as this, can neither purify the 
heart, nor prepare for heavenly blifs. It is the re- 
fuge of an abjedl mind. It may form the ritual of 
the nionk, or prefcribe the penance, of the idolater ; 
but has no concern with the hpmage of him, who 
*worfl?ipsthe Father in fpir it and in truth* His charac- 
ter is, that the joy of the Lord u his flrength. Neh. viii. 
lo. It attaches his heart to religion. Itinfpires his 

zeal. 
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seal. It fapporu his conftancy ; and accelerates hit 
progreft. 

There is noman, bat has fome obje^ to which he 
cleaves for enjoyment ; fomewhat that flatters him 
with diftant hope, or affords him prefent pleafare. 
Joy is the end towards which all rational beings tend* 
For the fake of it, they live ; it refembles the air 
they breathe, which is necelTary for the motion of 
the heart, and all the vital Tun6tions. But as the 
breathing of infedled air proves fatal to life; in the 
fame manner, joy drawn from a corrupted fource, 
is deftru Aive, both of virtue, and of true happine^. 
When you have no pleafure in goodnefs, you may 
with certainty conclude the reafon to be, that your 
pleafure is all derived from an oppoiite quarter. 
Yon have exhaofted your affedion npon the world. 
Vou have drunk too much of its poifoned waters, tp 
have any rclifli for a pure fpring. 

Eftimate, therefore! thegenuinenefs of your reli* 
gious principles ; eftimate the degree of your ftabili* 
tyin religious pradice, by the degree of your fatif- 
fadion in piety and virtue. Be aflured, that where 
your treafure is, there will your delight be alfo. 
The worldly man rcjofces in his pofieffions ; the vo- 
luptuous, in his pleafures ; the focial, in his friends 
and companions. The truly good man rejoices in 
^^^^gj^fiiy* i^^ing mercy i and ivalking humily "nvitb 
4be LorJbh God. He is happy^ when employed in 
Ihe regular difcharge of the great duties of life. 
Spontaneous they ilow from the nfFeAions of a pure 
heart. Not only from the keeping of the divine 
commandments heexpedls, but in the kitpitig ofthem» 
he enjoys a great reward. Accordingly, in the fen- 
timents of holy men recorded in fcripture, we find 
. . this 
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this ipirit every where prevalent. Their langaage 
was ; Thy ftatutn ba*ui I taken as mine heritage f$r 
ever ; fir they are the rejoicing of my heart. They art 
my fongs in the hen/e of my pilgrimage. They e^e 
fvaeeter than heney, and the heney^ccmh* Whem hoRje 
lim heaven hut thee? And then ie none upon earth 
that I iefire hefidet thee. They did not receive the 
Spirit of bondage^ hut the Jpirit of adoption. They 
'were filled mtith peace and joy in believing. They re- 
joiced in hope of the gUry of God. As foon as the 
i£thiopian eanoch received from Philip the light of 
the Gofpel, that light revived and cheered his heart. 
A new fun Teemed to arife ? a new glory» to fhine 
aroisnd him. Every ob)ed brightened $ and he <went 
en his way rejoicing. AAs viii, 39, After -the fame 
. manner (hould every good man proceed in his jour* 
ney through life> with a ferene and cheerful fpirit. 
Conllernation and dejedion let him leave to the flaves 
of guilt, who have every thing to dread, both from 
this world and the next. If he appears before others 
with a difpirited afpe6^, he dilhonours religion ; and 
affords ground for fufpicion, that he is either ignorant 
of its nature, or a Granger to its/ power. 

Thus I have fhown joy to be effential to religion. 
It is the fpirit which it infpires, and which it requires, 
in good men. But in our prefeot date, the befl 
principles may be carried to a dangerous excefs; 
and joy, like other things, has its due limits. 1 o 
ferve God with unmixed delight, belongs to more 
advanced fpirits in a happier world. In this region 
of imperfedion, fome infufions from a different cup, 
moft of ncceffity tintlure our joy. Let 11s then, 

II. Turn to the other fide of the argument, and 
confider the reafons which render it proper, that 
when we rejoice, we (hould rejoice with trtmbling. 

In 
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In the firft place, becanfe all the objeAs of religU 
<OD» which afibrd ground for joy, tend to infpire, 
SLi the fame time, reverence and fear. We ferve a 
'Benefa^lor, it is true, in whom we have reafeo to 
delight ; whofe purpofes are gracipns ; whofe law is 
the plan of oar happinefs: Bat tlys Benefa£U>r, is 
XhtKlngi ettmalf immortal, andinvifiblt ; at whofe 
prefence, the mountains fhake^ and Nature trem* 
hies, E^iry good and every perfe3 gift, come down 
from bim. Bat the hand y/hich confers them we 
cannot fee. Myilerious obfcurity refts upon his ef« 
fence. He dwelleth in the fecret place oftbnnder ; 
and clouds and darknefs furroand him. He is the 
Hiarer of prayer; but we lift oar voice to him from 
afar. Into his immediate prefence no accefs is per« 
jnitte4. Oar warmeft devotipn admits no familiarity 
.with him. God is in haven, and thou upon earth i 
therefore, let thy vjordsbefevf. If his omnifcience ad« 
minifters comfort in our fecret diftrefs, it likewife 
£Us with -awe the heart that is con fcious of guilt. 
For, if he knovit our frame, and remembers nue are 
4uft ; ovr iniquities, alfo, are ever before him ; our 
Jecret fins, in the light of bis countenance. 

Throughout all his difpenfations, greatnefs, in 
conjundlion with goodnefs, ftrikcs our view; and, 
wherever we behold the Parent, we behold the Le- 
|;iflator alfo. The death of Chrift, in behalf of a 
guilty world, is the chief ground of religious hope 
and joy. But it is no lefs the ground of reverence ; 
when in this high tranfadion, we contemplate God, 
as at once ftridl in jaftice, and great in mercy, / 
the Lord keep mercy for thoufands ofth'em that fear me. 
J forgive their iniquity, tranfgrejpon, and fin ; hut I 
Hjtiill by no means clear the guilty. When ^e open the 

book 
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book of the Law, we find promifes aod threatenings 
mingled in the fame page. On the one fide, we 
fee Heaven difplayed in all its glory : On the other. 
Hell opening its terrors. In ihort, in whatever light 
we view religioot'it appears folemn and venerable. 
It IS a temple fall of majefty, to which the worfhip- 
pers may approacH with comfort, in the hope of ob^ 
iMMtng grace, and finding mercy j Kut where they 
cannot enter, without being imprefTcd with awe. If 
we may be permitted to compare fpiritaal with nata- 
ral things, religion refembles not thofe fcenes of.na* 
taral beauty, where every objed fmiles. It cannot 
be likened to the gay landfcape, or the flowery field. 
It refembles more the auguil and fubltme appearances 
of Nature ; the lofty mountain, the expanded ocean, 
and the ilarry firmament ; at the fight of which, the 
mind is at once overawed and delighted ; and, from 
the union of grandeur with beauty, derives a pleafing, 
but a fcrious, emotion. 

In the fecond place. As joy, tempered by fear, 
fuits the nature of religion, fo it is requifite for the 
proper regulation of the condufl of man. Let his 
joy flow from the beft and pureft fource j yet, if it 
remain long unmixed, it is apt to become dangerous 
to virtue. As waters which are never ftirred, nor 
troubled, gather a fcdimcnt, which putrifies them; 
fo the undiflurbed continuance of placid fenfatipns 
engenders diforders in the. human foul. It is wiP^ly 
ordered in our prefent ftate, that joy and fear, hppe 
and grief, ihould ad alternately, as checks and ba- 
lances upon each other, in order to prevent an ek- 
cefsin any of them, which our nature could not bear. 
If we were fubjedl to no alarms of danger, the wifeU 
would foon become improvident 5 and the moft hum^ 

bic,. 



S. XIV. 7«r ^f^ ^^^ i" Rslighn. ^^l 

ble, preCamptaons. Mtn is a pilgrim upon earth* 
Were his path to be always fmooth and flowery^ he 
would be tempted to relioquilh his gaide^ and to for- 
get the purpofe of his joarney. Caution and fear 
are the (hields of happinefs. Unguarded joy begets 
indolence ; indolence produces fecurity ; fecarity 
leads to raflinefs ; and ralbnefs ends in rain. In or- 
der to rejoice long, it is ncccflary that we rej^icg 
^witb trembling. Had our fir ft parents obfcrved this 
role, man might have been dill in paradife. He 
who faith in his heart. My mountain ftands ftrong ; 
Ift>all ne<ver he tnomed ; may be afTured, that his flate 
already begins to totter. ReligioB» therefore, per* 
forms a kind office, in giving us the admonition of 
the Text. It infpires cheerfulnefs in the fervice of 
God. It propofes joy, as our chief fpring of adion. 
But it fuppprts joy, by guarding it with fear; not 
fa pprefling, but regulating its indulgence ; requir- 
ing us to rejoice, like perfons who have obtained a 
treafure, which, through want of vigilance, they 
areexpofcd to lofe. Dependent beings are formed for 
fubmiflion ; and to fubmit, is to ftand in awe.. Be- 
cauje the Lord reignetif^ let the earth be glad. We arc 
the fubje^s of God; and therefore may juftly re- 
joice. But ftill we are fubjedls ; and therefore, 
trembling muft mix itfelf with our joy. 

In the third place. The unftable condition, of all 
human things, naturally infpires fear in the midH 
of joy. The fpirit to which religion forms us, muft 
undoubtedly correfpond to the ftate in which we are 
placed, and to the part which iraiCgnedus to a6l« 
Now the fir ft view under which ourprefcnt ftate ap- 
pears, is that of fallen creatures, who are undergo* 
'ing, in this world, probation and trial for their re- 

VoL. L M * covery; 
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covery; and arecommaiKied towcrk wt their JiUM^- 
ti$H nxithftar and tremhting. This view of onr con- 
dition \vStTx not habitual dej^dion of mind. :lt re- 
quires not melancholy abftradion from the aiffairs, or 
total contempt of the amureroents, of life. But it 
infplres humility. It enforces dependance on Divine 
aid; and calls forth the voice of fupplication to 
Heaven. In a fitnation fo critical, and where inte- 
feib fo important are at a ftake> eve^ reafoaable 
perron^moliconfefs, that ierioufnefs ought to .temper 
rejoicing. 

•Were there in human life any fixed point of Ha- 
bility and teft, attainable'by man ; could we at any 
one moment* aiTure oarfelves, that there remained 
CO latent faurce of danger, either to our temporal, 
or our fpiritual date ; thenladn^it, we might lay 
trembling aiide, and rejoice in full fecurity. But 
alas i no fach fafeilation, no fuch moment of confi- 
dence» isiallowed to man during his warfare on. earth, 
Viciffitudes of good and evil, of trials and confola- 
tions, fill up his life. The beft intentioned are 
Ibmetimes betrayed into Climes J the'moft prudent, 
overwhelmed with misfortunes. The world is like a 
wheel Ince^ntly revolving, on which human things 
alternately rife and fall. What is paft of our life, 
has been a chequered fcene. On its remaining peri- 
ods, uncertainty and darknefs reft. Futurity is an 
uiiknown region, into which no. man can look for- 
ward without awe, becaufe he cannot tell what forma 
of danger or trial may meet him there. Tiiis we 
know well, that in every period of our life, the path 
of happinefs (hall be found deep and arduous ; but 
fwift and eafy, the defcent to ruin. What, with 
'much exertion of care and vigilance, we had buik 
- up, one unwary a^lion may," in an "evil hour, over- 
throw. 
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-throw. The props ofhomaa confidence are, in ge- 
jjeral, infecure. The fphere of human pleafures is 
narrow. While we form fchemes for ftrengthening 
the one, and for enlarging the other, death, mean 
while, advances. Life, with a fivift. though in- 
/enfibleconrfe glides away, and, liie a river which 
nndermines its banks, gradually impairs our ftate. 
Year after year iUals fomething horn as j till the 
decaying fabric totter ^f iifdf, and cramble at 
length into dMft. So that, whether we. confider life 
or death, time or eternity, all things appear to con- 
curingmngto man the admonition of the Text, 

I HAVB-now fliowo, in whatrefpeAs religion both 
promotesjoy, and infpires ferioufnefs. It places us 
Iffoti' »«*/»'°*"Mefituation, which homan life 
affords, for joy; and it gives u. every affiftance, for 
«hrh.ng that joy. It renders it our duty, to ^Itl- 
vatetheiatisfkaion which it yields. Itdmands a 
cheerful fpmt, J« order to afcertain ,he fincerity of 
our pnncples. and to confirm us in .cod Si! 
Atthefame time, the joy which i.X.f^^X^t 
pe«d^wuh fear, by the genius of relig.Wdf by 
the dangers to which unguarded joy would expofe us^ 

W en^ined. is L t^be unlelraf^^rng \ 
pufiUanimousdgeaion. I, imports tio S "haa 
that caut.on and fobriety, which prudencrdaL, 
as belonging to our ftate. By connjl-nl r u 
trembling with our joy. religion'mer.S fecom 
mend to. us, a cheerful, but a coLW/-~"' ' 
jqually remote from the^ humilU^i^^^t'of 
fear, and the exulting levity of joy. ^A.v'ys ^re 
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joicc, 18 to be a fool. Always to tremble, is' to be 
a flave. It is a modeft cheierfuincfs, a chaftened joy, 
a manly ferioufnefs, which becomes the fervant of 
God. 

But is this» it may perhaps be (aid, the whole 
amouDt of that boafled fatkfadtion which religion be- 
ftows \ U this all the compenfation which it makes, 
for thofe facrifices it exacts \ Are not the terms which 
vice holds out, far more enticing, when it permits 
ns to gratify every defire \ and, in return for oar 
furmounting the timorous Icruples of confcience, 
promifes as a life of gaiety^ fefiivity, and irareftrain* 
ed joy?<*^Such promifes, vice may indeed make; 
but, how far it fulfils them, we may fafely^efer to 
tha determinatioa of the greateft ienfualift, when he 
has finiihed his career, and looks back on what he 
has enjoyed. A ft him. Whether he would recom* 
mend to his children, and his friends^ to hold the 
iame courfe ; and whether, with his dying breath, 
.he dare aiTure them, that the gratifications of licenti- 
oufnefs afford the greateft enjoymeiit of life \ What- 
ever hopes vice may at the beginning infpire, yet, 
after the trial is made^ it has been always found, 
that criminal pleafures are the bane of happiriefs ; 
the poifoD, not the cordial, of our prefent ftatc. 
They are pleafures, compenfated by an infinite over- 
balance of pain ; moments of delight, fucceeded by 
years of regret ; purchafed at the 'expcnce of injured 
reputation, broken health, and ruined peace. Even 
< abftra6\ing from ^heir pernicious confequences, they 
arc, for moft part, in themfefvcs treacherous plea- 
sures ; unfound and difturbcS in the moments of en- 
joyment. Intht midft oj fucb laughtir^ tbt hiart it 
firro<wful. Often is the fmile of gaiety aff«mcd, 

while 



S. XIV. Joj Mi Fear in ReligUn, 245 

while tlie heart akes within : And though foil/ may 
laogh, guile will fting. Correding this pernicious 
phrenzy of pleafure, and reducing it to a more fo« 
ber and regulated date, religion is, in truth, no 
other than wifdom^ introducing peace and order in- 
to the life of roan. 

While religion condemns fuch pleafures as are im- 
monJ^ it is chargeable with no improper aailerity, 
in refpedl of thofe which are of an innocent kind. 
Think not, that by the cautions difcipline which it 
prefcribes, it excludes you from all gay enjoyment 
of life. Within the compafs of that fedate fpirit, to 
which it forms yoo, all that is innocently pleafing 
wilt be found (o lie. It is a midake to imagine, 
that> in conftant cfiufions of giddy mirth, or in that 
fintter of fpirits which is excited by a round of diver- 
£onSy the chief enjoyment of our Aate confiils* 
Were this the cafe, the vazn and frivolous would be 
on better terms for happinefs^ than the wife, the 
great, and the good. To arrange the plans of amufe- 
ment« or to prefide in the haunts of jollity, would be 
more defirable, than to exert the higheH effort of 
mental powers for the benefit of nations, A confc- 
quence fo abfurd, is fufficicnt to explode the princi- 
ple from which it flows. To the amufements and 
leflcr joys of the world, religion afligns their proper 
place. It admits them, as relaxations from care* as 
inftrumentsof promoting the union of men, and of 
enlivening their focialintercourfc. But ihoogh, as 
lojig as they^are kept within^due bounds, it does not 
cenfure nor condemn them ; neither does it propofe 
them, as rewards to the virtuous, or as the principal 
objefts of their purfuit. To fuch, it points out no- 
bler endsofaflion. Their felicity it engages them 
M 3 to 
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And Itt us Mt ie nveary in ^wtlldnng ; for in duefia' 
fin *we Pall reap, i/^e faint not. 

DISCONTENT is the mod general of all the 
evils which trouble the life of man. It is a 
difeafe, whichever/ wlfere finds materials to feedit- 
felf ; for, if real diilrefTes be wanting^ it /ubftitutes 
fuch as are imaginary in their place. It converts 
even ^he good things of the world, when they have 
been long efljoyed, into occafions of difgufl. In the 
midft of profperiiy, it difpofes us to complain ; and 
renders tranquillity tirefofne, only becaufe it is uni- 
form. There is no wonder, that this fpirit of red- 
leffnefs anddiffatisfaftion, which corrupts every ter- 
reidrial enjoyment, fhould have fometimes penetrated 
into the region of virtue. Good men are not without 
their frailties; and the perverfenefs incident to hu- 
man nature, too readily leads us, who become weary 
of all other things, to b« 'weary, alfo, in ^welhda^ 

Let me put a cafe, which perhaps, will be found 
not unfrequent in ordinary life. Suppofe a perfon, 
after much commerce with the world, to be convinced 

of 
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of its vanity. He has feen its mod flattering hopes 
to be fallacicus. He has felt its mod boailed plea- 
fures 10^ be unfatisfa6\ory. He refolvcs, therefore, 
to jrlace his happinefs in virtue ; and difregarding 
aU' temptations from interefl, to adhere to ^hat is 
right and honourable in condud. He cultivates ac- 
quaintance with religion. He performs, with feri- 
bufnefs, the offices of devotion. He lays down to 
hiaifelf, a rational and nfefal plan of life; and, 
with fatisfaflion, holds on for a while in this re- 
formed courf^. But, by degrees, difcouragemcnts 
arife. The peace which he hoped to enjoy, is inter- 
rupted, either by his own frailties, or by the vices 
of others. Paffions, which had not been thoroughly 
fubdued, ftruggle for their ace u domed gratification. 
The pleafure which he expe^ed to find in devotion, 
fometimes fails him ; and the injuftice of the world 
often fours and frets him. Friends prove ungrateful ; 
enemies mifreprefent, rivals fupplant him : And 
part, at lead, of the mortifications which he fufFers, 
he begins to afcribe to virtue. — Is this all th^ reward 
of my ferving God, and renouncing the pleafue;*8 of 
fin ? Verily ^ in <vai'n I have clean/ed my heart, and 
nuajhtd my hands in innocency. Behold, the ungodly 
pro/per in the worlds and ha've more than heart can 
nuijh \ lAjbile, all the day long, I am plagued and cha/» 

tened every morning. To fuch perfons as thefe^ 

and to all who are in hazard of being infedted with 
their fpirit, I now addrefs myfelf. In reply to their 
complaints, I purpofe to (how, I'hat in no ftate tbey 
can choofe on earth, by no plan of conduft they can 
form, it \% poiTible for chem to efcape uneafinefs and 
difappointmcnt j that in a life of virtue, they wiU 
M 5 fufFer 
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foffer lefs aDeaiincfs, and fewer dirappointments, 
than in n courfe of vice ; they will pofiefs roach 
higher refoarces and advantages > and they will be 
afiured of compleat reward at the end. From thefft 
confideracions, J hope to make it appear, that there 
is no fufficient reafon for oar being *wtary in *weU' 
dnng ; and that taking human life apon the whole» 
Virtue IS far the mod eligible portion of man. 

J. Uneasiness and difappointmenc aie infepa- 
rable, in fome ^^gttt^ from every flate on earth. 
Were it in the power of the world, to render thofc . 
< who attach themfelves to it, fatisfied and hapi>y, yoti 
might then, I admit, have fome title to complain, if 
you found yourfeives placed upon worfe terms' in the 
fervice of God. But this is fo far from bein^ ^he 
cafe, that among the multitudes who ditv^vt them- 
felves to earthty pleafure, you wilt not find a fingle 
perfon who has completely attained his aim. En- 
.quire into the condition of the high and the low, of 
the gay and the ferious, of the men of bufinefs and 
the men of pleafure, and you (hall behold them all 
occupied, in fupplying fome want, or in removing 
fome diffrefs. No man is pleafed with being prccifely 
what he is. Every where there is a void ; generally^ 
even in-the moll profpei'ovs life, there is fome corner 
poffefTed by forrow. He who'ls engaged in bufinefs, 
pines for leifure. He wh^^ enjoys leifure, langutihes 
for want of employment. In a fiiigle (late, we envy 
the comforts of a family. , In conjugal life, we are 
chiigrined with domcftic cares. In a (afe (lation, we 
regret the want of objedls for entcrprife. In an en- 
tcrprifing life, we lament the want of fafcty. It is 
the doom of man, that his (ky (hould never be free 

from 
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from all clouda. He is, at prefent^ in an exiled and 
fallen date. The. objedis which farround him, <are • 
beneath his native dignity. God has tinged them ^11 
with vanity^ on parpofe to makehim feel, that this 
is not his ^ reft; > that here he is not in his proper 
place, nor arrived at his trae home. 

If, .therefore, yon aim ata condition which (ball 
be exempted from erery difqniet^ yon purfoe a phan- 
tom ; yon increaie the vanity and vexation of life, by 
engaging in a chace fo fruillefs.- If yoo complain of 
viftae, becaufe there is incident to it a portion of that 
uneafinefs which is found in every other ilate, -your 
complaint is mod unreafonable. Yon claim ;an>im« 
munity from evil, which belongs not to the lot. of 
man. Reconcile yourfelves, then, to your condition y 
and, infiead of looking for perfefl happincfs any 
where on earth, gladly embrace that date which con- 
tains the feweil forrows. 

II. Thouoh no conditioi^ of hdman life i^ free 
from uneafinefs, I contend. That the uneafinefs be- 
longing to a finful coarfe^ is far greater, than what. 
attends a coiirfe of well-doing. If you be weary of 
the labours of virtue,- be ^airured, ^hatthe world, 
whenever you try the exchange, wil lay upon you a 
much heavier load. It is the Outfide, only, of a licen- 
tious life, which is gay and fmiiing. \V iihtn, it con.* 
ceals toil, and trouble, and deadly forrow^ r For vice 
poifons human happineis in the fprrng, -by introduc-- 
ing diforder into the heart. Thofe pnfilons which it 
feems to indulge, it only fe^s with imperfed gratifi- 
cations; and thereby ftrtngthens them for preying, , 
in the end, on their unhappy vidims. 

It is a great miftake to imagine, that the- pain of 
fclf- denial is confined to virtue. He who follows the 

woxld. 
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worlds as much as be wko follows Chrift, muft tiJie 
up bis ertfs ; and to him, aflbredljr it will prove a 
moreoppreffive burden. Vice allows all our paflions 
to range uncontrouled ; and where each claims to be 
fuperior^ it is impoffible to gratify all. The predo- 
minant defire can only be indulged at the expence of 
its rival. No mortifications which virtne exa^s, are 
more fevere than thofe^ which ambition impofes upon 
the love of eafe, pride upon intereft, and covetoufnefs 
upon vanity* Self-denial, therefore, belongs, in 
common, to vice and virtue ; but with this remark- 
able difference, that the pafTions which virtue reqoires 
us to mortify, it tends to weaken ; whereas, thofe 
which vice obliges us to deny, it, at the fame time, 
ilrengthens. The one diminifhes the pain of felf-de- 
nial, by moderating the demand of paflion ; the other 
increafes it, by rendering thofe demands imperious 
and violent.— What diftreffes that occur in the calm 
life of virtue, can be compared to thofe torture, 
which remorfe of confcience inflids on the wicked; 
to thofe fevere humiliations, ariiing from guilt com- 
bined-with misfortunes, which fink them to the dull ; 
to thofe violent agitations of (hame and difappoint* 
ment, which fomctimes drive them to the mod fatal 
extremities, and make them abhor their exigence ? 
How often, in the midf): of thofe difaftrous iitnations, 
iuto which their crimes have brooglit them, have they 
curfed the feduflions of vice ; and, with bitter re- 
gret, looked back to the day on which they firft for« 
fook the path of innocence ! 

But, perhaps, you imagine, that to fuch miferies as 
thefe, great criminals only are e)rpofed ; and that, by 
a wary and cautious management, it is po'fiible to 

avoid 
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avoid them. Take rice and virtue, then^ in the moft 
general point of view. Compare God and the world 
a5 two mafters, the one or other of whom yon muft 
obey ; and confider foirly, in whole fervice there will 
be reaibn for your being weary fooBeft, and repenting 
mo& frequently. The world 19 both a hard, and a 
capricious mafter. To fubmit to a long fervitude, in 
the view pf a recompcnfe from which they are ex- 
clnded in the end, is known to be often the fate of 
thofe» who are devoted to the world. They Sacrifice 
their prefent eafe, to their future profpefls. They 
court the great, and flatter the multitude. They 
proftitute their confcience, and diibonour their cha- 
mber : And, after all their efforts, how uncertain is 
their fuccefs ! Competitors jnftle, and outftrip them. 
The more artful deceive, the more violent overthrow 
them.^ Fair profpe^ts once fmiled ; but clouds foon 
gather; the /ky is darkened ; the fcene changes ; 
and that fickle world, which, a moment before^ had 
flattered, the next moment, forgets them. 

God is never miflaken in the character of his {tr» 
vants f for he fief if tifeir hearts, andjudgeth according 
to the truth. But the world is often deceived in thofe 
who court its favour ; and, orcourre> is unjuft io the 
diftribution of its rewards. Flattery gams the ear of 
power. Fraud fupplants innocence ; and the pre- 
tending, and afTuming, occupy the place of the wor- 
thy and the roodeft. In vain you claim any merit 
with the world, on account of your good intentions. 
The world knows them not ; regards them not. It 
' jadges of yf*4 folely by your actions ; and, what is 
%vorfc, by the fuccefs of your aflions, which often de- 
pends not on yourfelvcs. But, in the fight of the " 

Supreme 
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Sttpreme Beiogs good in tendons fapply the place of 
good deeds, which yon had not the opportunity of 
performing. The well-meant endeavours of the poor^ 
find the fame acceptance with him, as the generous 
anions of the rich. The widow's mite, is, in hit 
eye, a coftly offering ; and even he 'wbo grvetb to a 
difciph a cup ofcoldvoattr, when he can give him no 
more, g^otb not n»ttbout bis reward. 

As the world is unjiifl in its judgments, {o it is un- 
grateful in its requitals. Time fpecdily effaces the 
memory of the greateft fervices ; and when we can 
repeat them no more, we are neglected, and thrown 
aitde. It was the faying of a noted great man of the 
world, on the fall of his fortunes, «* Had I ferved 
'< God as faithfully as I have done my King, he 
*' would not have cad me off in my old age." Un- 
faithfulnefs, and ingratitude, are unknown to God. 
With him no new favourites arife, to ufurp the place. 
Of to bear off the rewards, of his ancient fervants. 
E<uen to your old age, I am He i and ennnto boary bairs 
I twill tarry yon. I bave made, and I fwillhear ; e'ven 
I will carry and will deli'uer you, faitb tbe Lord AU 
migbty. Ifa. xlvi. 4.— Since, then, in our feveral de- 
partments, we mufl labour. What comparifon is 
there, between labouring for Gpd, and for the world? 
How unjaft are they, who become weary fo much 
fooner in the fervice of God, than they do in that of 
the moft fevere and imperious of all mailers ! 

III. The refources of virtue are much greater 
than thofe of the world \ the compenfations which ic 
makes for our diflreffes, far more valuable* Perpetual 
fuccefs Hbelongs neither to the one nor the ofher. But 
under difappointments^ when th<cy occur^ virtue bears 

ns 
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OS up ; the world allowi as to fink. When the nrind 
of a good mind is hort by roisrortaoes* religion ad« 
minifters the cordial, and infufes the balm. Whereas 
the world infiidls wounds^ and then leaves them to 
feller. It brings forrows, bat it provides no Confola- 
tion. Confolation is entirely the province of reli- 
gion* Sappofing religion to be inferior to vice ia ex* 
ternal advantages^ it mud be allowed to poflefs inter- 
nal peace^ in a moch higher degree. This is fo cer- 
tain, that almoft all men» at fome period or other of 
their life, Ipok forward to it, as to a defirable re* 
treat. When the ends of their pref^nt purfuit ihall 
be accompliihed, they propofe to themfelves much fa- 
tisfa^lion, in .an honourable difcharge of the duties 
of their ftation, amidft thofe moderate paffions> and 
temperate pleafares, which innocence allows. That 
which all men agree in holding to be fecond in im« 
portance, to the purfuit which they follow, may be 
fafely efteemed to be the firfl in real worth ; and it 
may be concluded, that if they were not blinded by 
fome prevailing paffioh,. they would difcern and adopt 
it as fach. 

It is the peculiar effeft of virtue, to make a man's 
happinefs arife from himfelf and his own condu^l. A 
bad man is wholly the creature of the wo^ld. He 
hangs upon its favour, lives by its fmiles, and is 
happy or mifef able, in proportion to his fuccefs. fiut 
to a virtuous man, fuccefs, in worldly undertakings, 
is but a fecondary obje£l. To difcharge his own 

* part with integrity and honour, is his chief 'aim. If 
he has done properly what was incumbent on him to 
do, his mind is a( reft ; to Providence he leaves the 

-event. Hii ivitne/s is in heaven, and his record is on 

» high. 
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bi^k Satisfied with the approbation of God, and 
the teftimony^ of a good confcience, he enjoys him- ' 
felf« and defpifes the triumphs of goilt. In propor- 
tion as fuch manly principles rule yonr heart* yoa 
will become independent of the wprM ; and will for- 
bear complaining of its difcouragements. It is the 
imperfedlion of your virtue, which occarfions you to 
hi maeary in wtll'dotng. It 'is becaufe your hearts re- 
main divided between God and the world; that yoa 
are fo often difcontented ; partly wiftiing to difcharge 
your duty, and partly feeking your bappinefs from 
fomewhat that is repugnant to your duty. Study to 
be more confident in principle, and more uniform in 
pra6lice, and your peace will be more unbroken. 

Though virtue may appear at firft fight to contra^ 
the bounds of enjoyment, you will find, upon reflec- 
tion, that, in truth, it enlarges them. If it retrains 
the excefs of fome pleafures, it favours and iacreafes 
others. It precludes you from none, but ^uch as are 
either fantaftick and imaginary, or perniciofiks and 
deftrudive. Whatever is truly valuable in human 
enjoyment, it allows to a good man, no lefs than to 
others. It not only allows him -fuch pleafures, but 
heightens them, by that grateful reli(b which a good 
confcience gives to every pleafure. It not only 
heightens them, but adds to them, alfo, the peculiar 
fatisfadions wfiich flow from virtuous fentiments, 
from devout affedions, and religious hopes. On 
how much worfe terms it the finner pia'ced, in the- 
midft of his boafled gratifications ? His portion is 
confined to this world. His good things are all of 
J^one fort only ; he has neither knowledge, nor relifh, 
of any thing beyond them. His enjoyment, there- 

- fore. 
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fore, refts on a mnch narrower bafis» than that of the 
fervants of God. Enlarge^ as much as you pleafe^ 
the circle of worldly gratifications ; yet, if nothing 
of the mind and the heart, nothing of a refined and 
moral natare, enter into that circle, and vary the en- 
joyment, languor and wearinefs (boa fucceed. Among 
whom do you bear moj-e peeviih exprefiioos of difcon* 
tent, or more frequent complaints of low fpirits, than 
among the profefled votaries of worldly pleafure ? 

Vice and virtue, in thdr progrefs, as in evtry other 
refped, hold an oppofite coarie. The beginnings of 
vice are enticing. The firfl fteps of worldly advance* 
ment, are flattering and pleaiing. . Bat the centiniH 
ance of fucceis blunts enjojrment, and flattens defire. 
Whereas the beginnings of virtue are laborious. Eat, 
by perfeverance, its la boars diminiih, and its pleafores 
iaereafe. Aa it ripens into confirmed habit, it be« 
comes both fmoother in pradice, and more compleat 
in its reward. In a worldly life, the termination of 
onr hopes always meets our view. We fee a boundary 
before us, beyond which we cannot reach. But the 
profpedis of virtue are growing, and endlefs^ Tiff 
rigbteout JHfoH h'M en in hii way \ and be that bath 
clean bands, fl?a!i nvax fironger and (IrMger. Tbe path 
cftbejuft is as tbe fiining light, that Jbinetb more and 
more uni§ tbe perfeS day. This brings me to con- 
fider, 

IV. The aflured hope, which good men enjoy, 
of a full reward at laft. X have endeavoured, by (e- 
veralconfiderations, to correA your impatience under 
the prefcnt difcooragements of virtue. I have ihown 
many high advantages, which it already pofTcflcsi 
Bat now, laying all thefe afide ; foppofing virtue to 

.^ have 
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bare broaglit yoa no advantage* but to have oniy 
engaged yon- in peqpetnal ftroggles with an evil 
world s the Text fnggeftk what is fufficient to an(Wer 
every objedion, and to filence every, complaint ; /« 
iuifiaj^nyw fi>All reaf, if ycu faint »cti It if- not a 
loofe encouragement, or a dubious hope, which is 
held forth to us. A dire6l' and expUdt declaration is 
made by the Spirit of God, that piety and virtue, 
how difcoaraged CiMrtr^ or opprefled« they may be 
ftr a while, fhallnot be fruftrated of their reward ; 
hot that in Jutfeafon, when the period which is fixed 
by the Divine decree fhalt come, all who have not 
been nvtaty in. wellzdoimg, though they may hmwe 
f9wn in tear J, fbaUrtap in joy, Afi:this great prin- 
ciple of faith it>£b efiential to oar prefent argameot, 
and is indeed the foundation of all religion, it will 
be proper that we now take a view of the grounds on 
which it refts. By fixing our attention, both on the 
proofs which reafon faggefts, and on the difcoveries 
which revelation has made, of a fiate of future retri* 
btttion, we fhall take an efife^al method of confirm- 
ing our adherence to religion, and of baffling thofe 
temptations which might lead us to bt wtary in tviU^ 
J9ing. 

The firft, and moil obvious prefumption, which 
realbn affords in behalf of future rewards to the righ- 
teous, arifes from the imperfed diiiribtition of good 
and evil in our prefent ilate. Notwithftanding what 
I have advanced concerning the pleafures and advan- 
tages of virtue it cannot be denied, that the happinefs 
cxf good men is often left incomplete. The vicious " 
poflefs advantages, to which they have no right; 
while the confcientious fuffer for the fake of virtue, 

and 
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a^ grpan undex diftreiTes which ^hey have not me- 
rited from the world* Indeed,^were,the diflribatioti 
of good and evil^ in this life, altogether proinifca* 
oua; could it fac; faid, with troth, that the moral 
condition of men had no influence whatever upon 
th^ir bappinefs or mifery ; I admit, that from fucha 
flate of things, no j)refumption would arife^ of any 
future retril^ution being intended. They who de- 
light to aggravate the miferies of life, and thedif- 
treiTes.of virtue, do no ferrice to the argument in be* 
half of Providence. For, if t^tal diforder be found, 
to prevail now, fnfpicions may, too juHly, arife, of its 
prevailing for ever. If he who rules the univerfe, en* 
tirely negleds virtue here, the probability muft be 
fmall, of his rewarding it hereafter. But tltis is far 
fx^xa being the true date of the fa£fc. What human 
life prcients to the view of an impartial obferver, is 
by no means a fcene of entire confufion ; but a ftate 
of order, begun, and carried on a certain length. 
Virtue is fo far from being neglcfled by the Gover* * 
nor of the world, that from many evident marks, it 
appears to be a chief objcdl of his care. In the con- 
flitution of iiuman •nature, a foundation is laid, for 
comfort to the righteous, and for internal piinifhment 
to the wicked. Throughout the courfe of Divine go« 
vernment, tendencies towards the happinefs of the 
one, and the mifery of the other, conftantly appear. 
They are fo confpicuQus, as not to have efcaped the 
notice of the rudeft nations. Over the whole earth, 
they have diffufed the belief, that Providence is pro* 
pitious to virtue, and adverfe to guilt. Yet thefe 
tendencies are, fometimes difappointed of their ef- 
fe£l; and that which Providence viiibly favours, is 
leftj at prefent, without an adequate reward. 

From 
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From fflchan inperfeA dillribution of h^pineft> 
what are we to cootIiKie» but^ that this^fyftemis the 
begianiDg, not the whole of things^ the opening 
only of n more extenfive.pitn, wl^oie confammadon 
reaches into a fotare world ? If God has already^/ 
ins ihrom for judgment ; if he has vifibljr begun to re- 
ward and to ponifh* in 'fi>me degrde, oo earthy he 
cannot mean to leave the exerctfe of government in- 
complete. Having laid the foundation of a great and 
noble llru£ture« be will in dae time rear it up* to per- 
fe^ton. The anfiniflied parts of the fabrick evidently 
ihow« that a future building is intended. All hit 
other works are conflru^led according to the moil: fall 
and exa^ proportion. In the nataral- world, nothing 
is'de/icient, nothiitg redundant. It is 4a the moral 
world, only, that we difcover irregolarity and defed. 
ft falls ihort of that^rder and perfiedion, which ap- 
pear in the reft of the creation. It exhibits not in its 
preibnt ftate, the fame featori^s of compleat wifdom, 
jaftice, or goodnefs. But can we believe, that, un- 
der the government of the Supreme Being, thofe ap- 
parent difopdcrs (hill not be redified at- the lall? Or, 
that from his condud cowardi hk radOaal creatures, 
the chief of his- Works, the fole objedion agalnft his 
perfection fhall be allowed to rife, and fliall continue 
un re moved for ever. 

On the fuppoistion of future* rewards and panilh- 
itoents, a fatUfying account can be given, of all the 
diforders which at prefent takepJace on earth. Ghrif- 
tianity explains their origin, and traces them to their 
iflirc. A*an, fallen from his prim«val felicity, is 
now endergoing probation' and difclpline for his final 
ftate. Divine Juflice remains, for a leafoui concealed ; 
~ ' and 
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and allows moi to a& their part* with fneedom on 
this theatre, that their chara^ers may he formed 
and afcertained. Amidft difcouragements and afil^- 
tions, the righteous give proof of their fidelity, and 
acquire the habits of virtue. But if you fuppofe the 
events of this life to have no reference to another, 
the whole flate of man becomes, not only inexpli- 
cable, but contradidofy, and InconfiAent. The 
. powers of the inferior animals are perfiB£lIy folted to 
their ftatioq. They know-nothing higher than thdr 
prefent condition. In gratifying their appetites, 
they fulftl their deftiny, and pafs away. Man> alone, 
comes forth to a^ a part, which carries no meaning, 
and tends to no end. Endowed with capacities, 
which extend far beyond his preient fphere ; fitted by 
his rational nature, for running the race of immorta- 
lity, heisft'opped ihortin the very .entrance of his 
courie. He fqua^ders his activity on purfuits, which 
he difccrns tip. be vain. He languifhes for knowledge, 
which is placed beyond his reach. He thirds after a 
ha{^inefs, which he is doomed never to enjoy. He 
fees, aqd laments the diMers of h^is ilate ; and yet 
upon thi^ iuppofition, can find nothing to remedy 
th^m.--7Has the eternal Gqd any plea fare in fporting 
himfelf with iuch a fcenc of roifery and folly, as this 
life, 4f it had no conn^ion with another, muft ex- 
hibit to his eye \ Did he call into exigence this mag- 
nificent univerfe, adorn it with fo much beauty and 
fplendow, and furroand it with thofe glorious lumi. 
naries which we behold in the heavens, only that 
fon^e generations. of, mortal men might arife to behold 
thefc woadcrsi and then difappeair for evcrf How 
. unfuitaWe, in |his cafe, were thtf habitation to the 

wretched 



The method which Chriflunitx har taken to con- 
vey to in the evidence of a future- ftate, highl/ de- 
ferves our attention. Had the Gofpel been addrefied, 
like a fyflem of philofophy, Iblely co the nnderftand- 

' ing of men ; had it aimed only at enlightening t]^ 
ftodiotts and refleffing> it wonld have confined itfelf 
to abftraA trnth ; it would have firaply informed as» 
that the righteous are hereafter to be rewarded,, and 
finners to be paniihed. Such a declaration - as 
that contuned in the Text, wonld have been fnffi- 
cient ; Bi not noemry im ^wili-Mng ; fir in din fimfon 
yon flfoUrtmft if ynfittntnvt. Bat the GoTpel has 
not Hopped, at barely annovncing life and immorta- 
lity to mankind, it was calculated for popular edi- 
fication. It was intended to be the religton not 
mca^f of the few, whofe underftaading was to be in- 
formed I but of the many, alfo, who(e imagination 
was to be impreffini, and whofe paffions were to be 
awakened, in -order to give the trath its due influ- 
ence over them. Upon this account it not only re- 
veals the certainty of a future Hate, but, in die 
perfon of the great Founder of our religion^ exhibits 
a feries of fadls relating to it ; by aoeana of which, 
oar feoics, our imagination, and paffibns, all be- 
come intereAed in this great objed. 

The refurredtioa of Chrift from the grave, was 

. defigned to be a feniible evidence, that death infers 
not a final extio£lion of the living |>rincipie. He 
rofe, in order to ihow, that, in our name, he had 
conquered death, and was btc^me tht firft fruits of 
tbtm that JUep, Nor did he only rife ^om the 
grave, . but by afcending to heaven in a' vifible 
form, before many witneiTes, gave an ocular fpe- 

cimen 
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cimen of the tran£tion . from-* this world, into the 
region of the blefied. The cmfloyments which 

' now occapy. him there, are fully declared. M 
our fort^runneTt . ^i hatb inttred nnithin tb$ v«7. Hi 
app$ars in the freftnct 9/ God for »/• He maketb 
continual iniercejfun for bis peopli* I go, faith he, 
U mj Fatbtr and jour Faiber^ to my God and your 
God. In wf Futbkr^s boufe art many manfons* I go 
to pnpan a place for you. I ivili come again, and • 
receive you to myfelf, tbut-nhberel am, tbere ye may 
he alfo. The circamftances of hrs coming again, 
are diftin£lly foretold; The founding of the lafl; 
trumpet, the refurreflibn of the dead, the appear* 
ance of thie Jadge|^ and the folemnity with which 
he ihati difcrrminate the good from the bad, are all ' 
defcribed*. The very words in which he ihall pro- 
nouce the final fentence, are recited in our hear- 
ing; Cemegye.bleJ/tdofmy Father! inherit the king^ 
dom prepared for y<iu from the foundation cf the wcorld, 
TheaihallJthe holy and the juil be caught up in the 
clouds 9 to meet the Lord in the air. They ih all enter 
with him into the city of the living God. They fliall 
pofTefs the neiv earth^ and ne*M hea'vins, *u herein diuel- 
letb rigbteoufnefs.. God Jhallnvipe away all tears 

- fron^ their eyes » They Jball hehefd his face in rigite- 
oufnefs, and be fatisfied *witb his likenefsfor ever,-^ 
By^recording fuch a train of flriking circumflances 
and fa^, the Gofpel familiarizes us in fome mea- 
fure with a future ilate. By accommodating this 
great difcovery, in (o ufeful a manner, to the con»- 
cepttonsof men, itfurniihes a ftrongiDtrinric evi- 
dence of its divine origin. 
Vol. L N : Tavt, 
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ThuSi opon the whole, whether you coDfalt yonr 
reafooy or liften to the difcoveries of revelation, yoa 
behold our argument confirmed ; yoa behold a lif(^ 
of piety and virtue, i/Taing in immortal felicity. Of 
Of what worldly purfait can it be pronounced, that 
its reward is certain ? Look every where around you, 
and yon fhall fee, that the ract is far from being aU 
wajs to ibi fw'^ftt *r the batth f the fitong. The 
mod diligent, the moft wife, the moft accoffipU(hed« 
may, after all their labours, be difappointed in tbe 
end \ and be left to fulFer the regret, of haviog;^^^ 
tbiir ftrtngth for noughts But, for the righteous, is 
laid up the eroiun of life. Their final happinefs is 
prepared in the eternal plan of Providence, and fe* 
cured by the labours and fufferings of the Saviour 
of the world. 

Ceafe, then, from your 4injufl com plants againft 
virtue and religion. Leave difcontent and peevi{h» 
nefs to worldly men. In no period of diftrefs, in 
so moment of difappointment, allow yourfelves to 
fttfpedt, that piety and integrity are fruitlefs. la 
every ftate of being, they lead to happinefs. If you 
enjoy not at prefent their full rewards, it is becaufe 
the feafon of recompenfe is not yet come. For, in 
due feafon you Jball reap* There is a, time which is 
proper for reward ; and there is a period which be» 
longs to trial. How long the one ihoald lad, and 
when the -other (hould arrive belongs not to you to 
determine. It is fixed by the wife, though unknown, 
decree of the Almighty. But, be aiTured, that ^ 
that comet b, flfall come, and will seet tarry. *He ihall 
come in dus feafon, to reflore perfe^l order aSBOQg his 
iworksj to bring reft to the weary, comfort to the af- 

^ flifled, 
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fii£^ed« and juft retribution to all men. BehM^/tutb 
tbf faithful and trut Witnefs^ I cvmi quickly t aud my 
revoard ii tvitb mi. To him that wifcometb^ nvill I 
givt to eat ofthi trufifli/i, which is in the midji of 
the faradije of God, I will givi him thi morning 
ftar. 1 will make him a pillar in my templt. Hi 
fiedl hi cloathed in nvhiti raiminr; andjhall fit down 
nvith mi, en my throm. Rev. xxii. 12.*— ii. J, 2%,^^ 
iii. 129 5» 21. 
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